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FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
 

Two weeks ago we held a Parent Education evening on how the Montessori materials 

benefit our students in learning various concepts.  This year we tried a different approach 

and we took the parent participants on a “journey” starting at the preschool, moving to the 

Cycle 1 primary class, then Cycle 2 and ending at the Cycle 3 classroom.  At each point 

in the journey teaching staff spoke about the characteristics of the age of the students 

they teach and considering those characteristics, how we then prepare our classroom 

environments to cater for those needs.  Each Cycle had Mathematics, Language, 

Practical Life and Cultural Studies materials on display.  Parents had the opportunity to 

listen and watch staff demonstrate materials and ask questions.  Parents also had the 

opportunity to experience some materials independently following explanation cards.   
 

The Montessori materials are designed to: 

 capture interest 

 invite repetition and manipulation 

 encourage precise use 

 extend concentration 

 challenge the intellect 

We hope that we ‘captured the interest’ of the parents who attended the evening and we 

hope that they enjoyed learning more about the way their children learn in a Montessori 

classroom. 
 

I would like to thank the teaching staff who prepared and presented on the evening and I 

thank the parents who showed interest and attended the session.   
 

These are some of the comments from parent feedback forms…… 

“I found the evening extremely interesting and valuable”. 

“I am so impressed with the care and passion of the teachers”. 

 “It was a fantastic night in terms of an overview of activities, children’s characteristics and 

what’s involved across the cycles.”                                 Cathy France –Principal 

FEEDBACK FROM A PARENT… 

I think it is natural to want better for your kids than you had.  I want my children to be 
inspired and stimulated by teachers who love what they do and by a curriculum that 
works. The Parent Education and Information Session was outstanding. Twelve teachers 
were involved in the evening. It was organised, informative and gave an excellent 
overview of what happens in classrooms from the preschool, Cycle 1 Primary, Cycle 2 
and Cycle 3. Teachers were excited and engaged about showing parents how the 
Montessori materials are used - Ruth from Cycle 1 loved the counting beads so much I 
thought she was going to jump out of her skin! The evening confirmed a number of things 
for me, most importantly though that my husband and I have our children at the right 

school for them and for us.                                        Anthea Hagar - parent 



School News 

 

BOARD COMMUNIQUE 
Following the AGM, the Executive positions were ratified as 
follows:  President: Paul Daly,  Vice President: Lisa Palmer 
             Treasurer: Simon Abrahams 
Individual Board members’ committee memberships were 
agreed. 
Paul Daly gave a presentation on the roles and responsibilities 
of the Board and the Decision Making Framework. 
Sheena Jackson gave a presentation on legal liabilities for 
Board Members. 
Cathy gave a presentation on the School’s compliance noting 
the various regulations and legislation that had to be complied 
with. 
A questionnaire designed to review the performance of the 
various committees was approved. 

Paul Daly – Board President 
 

VACATION CARE – YULTIWIRRA 
The Vacation Care Program will operate each day during the 
coming holidays from 7.30am to 6pm.  The program will also 
operate on Monday 20

th
 July (the pupil free day in week 1 of 

Term 3).  The program was sent home a few weeks ago as an 
insert to the OSHC Newsletter.  
 

If you are interested in your child attending Vacation Care and 
have not already completed the booking form please make 
sure you do this ASAP and hand into the office or directly to 

Stacey.   We are currently trying to finalise staffing and confirm 
excursion arrangements. 
 

 

COMMUNITY LOTTERY– WHOLE SCHOOL 
Thank you to the families who’ve already returned their book.   
 
 

IMPORTANT:  Each family has been allocated a book and 
are now responsible for it! 

Legally every book must be accounted for so please 
 do not lose your book. 

 

Take the opportunity to sell your book during the holidays. 
Ask friends, family and work colleagues to buy a ticket to be in 
the running for one of 150 great prizes and to support the 
school - all for just $2 ticket! 
 

If you do not want to sell a book please return it to the office 
immediately, so someone else has a chance to sell it.  There 
are more books to sell if you are able to sell more.  
 

 

WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN 
This year we are once again participating in the Woolworths 
2015 Earn & Learn Program for valuable resources for our 

school.  Whenever you shop at Woolworths collect the stickers 
at the checkout and place them on sticker cards available in the 
school office (1 sticker for every $10 spent) and drop into the 

collection box located in the office.  So start collecting and ask 
work colleagues, neighbours, grandparents and friends to 
collect them for us too!! 
 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS: – WHOLE SCHOOL 

Books are still available to purchase from the school office.  

Take the opportunity to use them during the holidays. 
 

A REQUEST FROM CYCLE TWO 
If anyone in the school community has an excess of the 
following electrical items, please consider donating them to our 
new Cycle Two Kitchen! 

 A small bar fridge (H70cm W50cm D55cm) 
 A small toaster oven 
 A small microwave  

Please contact Rosi for further information. Many thanks! 

 

FAREWELL SUZIE – WHOLE SCHOOL 
At the end of this term Suzie Saffin will be finishing work in the 

Cycle 3 classroom to take maternity leave.  We are pleased to 
announce that whilst Suzie is on leave her position will be filled 
by Attila Nandori.  We wish Suzie, Adam and Oscar love and 
happiness during this special time in their lives with the 
approaching birth of their new family member. 
 

PE LESSON CHANGES - YULTIWIRRA 
Due to these staffing changes, Attila will be teaching in the 
Cycle 3 classroom on Thursdays and Fridays which will mean 
the Yultiwirra PE lessons will change to Monday and Tuesdays.  
Please make sure your child wears appropriate footwear on 
these days to be able to participate in the PE sessions.  Attila 
will continue to teach at Wairoa on Wednesdays. 
 

 

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTING 
As part of our funding agreement with the Australian 
Government, we are required to ensure that specific “School 
Performance Information” is made publicly available to the 

school community.  This information is provided to the school 
community in various forms such as newsletters, school 
directory and the Annual Report throughout each year. 
A collated version of this information under the headings 
specified by the Australian Government is now accessible on 
our school website for perusal by parents and the general 
public.  The information relates to the 2014 school year.  You 
may note that some of the information may be slightly different 
to the information provided on the government’s My School 
website due to the month of the year the data was captured or 
the inclusion/exclusion of preschool/infant program students. 
 

COFFEEHOUSE CABARET REVIEW 
The Wairoa Cabaret played over two nights to great crowds, 
who certainly enjoyed the catering as well as the performances. 
The paper set worked really well and the tech crew was 
amazing, especially as this year we experimented widely with 
sound and light effects.  Actors responded to their audience, 
held their characters strongly, and worked tremendously well as 
ensembles.  Our three very different plays were developed in 
three very different ways, and explored themes of prejudice, 
persecution and conflict through personal stories, humour and 
physical theatre.   
 

The Wardrobe by Sam Holcroft 
As the story moves through five 
centuries of British history, small 
groups of children and young 
people find refuge in a Tudor 
wardrobe and express the 
challenges they face in their lives.  
 

Us and Them by David Campton 
Under the eyes of an all-seeing 
Recorder, two groups meet and 
agree to divide the land, first with a 
line, then with a wall. Is a wall a 
solution? Is the wall the 
problem?  
 

Homeland by Tim’s book 
group (based on an 
original play) 
Caught up in the troubles 
of their homeland, 
ordinary people struggle 
to find their way to safety 
and a new life. 
 

WINE ORDERS 
These have arrived & are ready to be collected from Yultiwirra. 
 
  



News from the Cycles 

INFANT PROGRAM   

Play dough is always a 
favourite. Both Lisa and Odin 
are enjoying the experience.  

 

 

 
CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL  
The Practical Life Curriculum 
forms a large component of the work and 
learning in the Children’s House 
preschool classes.  Children engage in a 
wide variety of activities learning how to 
care for themselves (blowing their nose, 
washing their hands, preparing food-
including cutting, sifting, pouring ) and 
their environment (such as caring for 
plants, cleaning the windows, washing 

the dishes).  
Young children 
very much enjoy 
this work and learning whilst also 
developing their motor control, 
extending their concentration and 
memory and developing their 
independence.  This term the Gardenia 
class have enjoyed making healthy 
muffins.  
 

 
 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY  
For science this term, the cycle 1 primary classes have been 
observing the changes in the environment during autumn. As 
part of these observations the children studied fungi, learning 
about different types of fungi and learning the parts of the 
mushroom. Coincidentally, Cycle 4 also studied the fungi 
kingdom. So with this in mind, the cycle 1 primary classes 
travelled to Wairoa for a “fungi hunt” supervised by the Cycle 4 
students. 
 

Aiden:  “I found an 
unknown green fungi 
under these leaves” 
 

Sandro: “They grow 
where it is wet”  

 

Eloise:  “These look like 
pancakes. I know I can’t 
eat them”.   

 

 

LEARNING SUPPORT WITH ANNE & TONY 

An important part of the learning support program is the use of 
school assistants in all cycles during the morning work cycle. 
The school assistants either work on a 1:1 basis with a student 
or in small groups. Communication books are used to guide the 
school assistants with the child’s program. Once a week the 
Learning Support teacher meets with the primary school 
assistants to present and 
teach how to use the 
Montessori equipment which 
provides support to the 
school assistants in their 
role.  The assistants value 
the opportunity to work with 
the learning support teacher 
as it enriches their 
knowledge and the support 
that they’re able to provide to 
students. 

 

 

CYCLE 2  

This term we have been learning 
about the six kingdoms of the living 
world. Carnation, forget-me-not, 
chrysanthemum, violet, jasmine and 
fuchsia are some of the flowering 
plants, members of the plant 
kingdom, that we have been learning 
to identify and name. Some of these 
flowers have been placed in a flower 
press to dry and preserve. We have 
conducted an experiment using the three white 
carnations that Lynn bought from the florist. One bloom 
was placed into a glass of red dye, a second bloom was 
placed into a glass of green dye. Lynn carefully split the 
stem of the third flower in two and placed one half into 
the red dye and one half in the green dye. Within two 
hours the white blooms had begun to change colour. The 
third bloom, with the split stem turned half red and half 
green! It was very exciting to observe the changing 
colours. We have also been learning to read and follow 
procedural texts to conduct simple science experiments. 

 

CYCLE 3  
Continuing on with their Term 2 architecture studies, Cycle 3 
went on their second city excursion. They took an educational 

tour of Adelaide Town Hall and 
fantastic walking tour around Victoria 
Square where they looked at buildings 
such as the Treasury Building; 
Torrens Building; St Francis Xavier 
Cathedral; the GPO; statues and 
fountains, just to name a few! After 
the tours the students walked to the 
Central Market where they 
independently ordered lunch in 
Chinatown before heading back to 
school. It was a busy, jam-packed and 
really enjoyable day out.   

 
 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS (YR 10) 
Science focus at Wairoa 

Older students are currently learning about the structure of the 

atom and chemical bonding as part of their studies in 

Chemistry. Over two days last week we visited the Australian 

Science and Maths School at Flinders University and 

University Senior College at Adelaide University. Students 

undertook several laboratory pracs exploring their knowledge of 

covalent and ionic substances. It was also a great opportunity 

to visit these senior schools and we are appreciative of their 

continuing support for our program. 

 

Fungi Foraging   

Last Friday Cycle 4 

students of decomposition 

were visited by a big 

busload of Cycle 1 students 

who have been learning 

about fungi. Named after 

interesting mushrooms, 

groups of little and big people scoured the grounds of Wairoa in 

search of different varieties. We then gathered inside for an 

afternoon snack and Ruth’s class sang their fungi song and 

taught everyone else the chorus.   

 



School News 

 

TERM 2 DIARY DATES  
 

Friday July 3  
Adolescent Program applications due 

End of Term 2 – 2pm finish 
 

Monday July 6 – Monday July 20  
Vacation Care Program:  7.30am – 6pm 
 

FUTURE KEY DATES FOR TERM 3 
 

Tuesday July 21  
Term 3 Begins 
Finance Meeting 6.00pm 
 

Tuesday July 28 
Year 8 Immunisations 
Facilities Meeting 8.00am - Yultiwirra 
Parent rep Meeting 2.30pm 
Executive Meeting 6.00pm 
Board Meeting 7.00pm 
 

Thursday July 30 
CPR Meeting 4.00pm 
 

Friday July 31 
Staff/Board dinner 
 

Tuesday August 4 
SPTG Meeting 4.00pm 
 

Wednesday August 5 
Fundraising Meeting 9.15am 
 

Thursday August 6 
Polynesian Performance for Cycle 1-3 students 2.00pm 
OHS&W meeting 3.45pm 

 

Tuesday August 11 
Facilities Meeting 8.00am – Wairoa 
Wairoa Open Day 10-12noon 
Finance Meeting 6.00pm 
 

Thursday August 13 
Parent Education “Nature Play” 6.30pm 
 

Friday August 14 
Wairoa Café 9.15am 
 

Sunday August 16 
Yultiwirra Open Day 2-4pm 
 

Thursday August 20 
Sharing Assembly 11.30am 
Cycle 1 & 3 students sharing 
 

Wednesday August 26 – Friday August 28 
Adolescent Program Learning Links Field Trip 
 

Wednesday August 26 
Grandparents Day – Cycle 1 
 

Thursday August 27 
Grandparents Day – Cycle 2 & 3 
 

Saturday August 29 
Quiz Night 
 

Wednesday September 2 – Thursday September 3 
Cycle 2 Camp to Monarto 
 

Friday September 11 
Parent Get-Together at Yultiwirra 9.15am 
 

Tuesday September 15 
Sharing Assembly 1.30pm 
Cycle 2 & 4 students sharing 
 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 “Never help a child with a task at which he feels he can 

succeed.”     Maria Montessori 
 

TERM DATES  2015 

TERM 3:   Tuesday 21st July        - Friday 25th September 

TERM 4:   Tuesday 13th October – Wednesday 9th December 

 

REMINDER: 
End of Term 2 – this Friday 3

rd
 July - school finishes at 2.00pm.  

Term 3 commences – Tuesday, 21
st
 July. 

 

 

LOST PROPERTY - YULTIWIRRA 
Once again a significant amount of lost property has 
accumulated this term - it will be displayed until the end of term, 
currently hanging up in the courtyard.  Please check!  

Whatever is left will be donated to refugee families.   
Thank you to class parent reps for taking this responsibility on. 
 

 

TERM 3 SAUSAGE SIZZLE - YULTIWIRRA 
A Sausage Sizzle note was sent home 2 weeks ago in 
preparation for our Term 3 Sausage Sizzle in the 1

st
 week 

(Friday 24
th

 July).  Orders must be in by the last day of THIS 

term.  Class Parent Reps are organising & hosting this special 
lunch for the students to celebrate the beginning of Term 3! 
 

 

QUIZ NIGHT: SATURDAY 29TH
 AUGUST  (Week 6) 

 

Mark the Quiz Night in your diary for a great night out  
in Term 3! 

To be held in the school hall – Yultiwirra Campus 
 

There will be “class tables” of ten people that you can add your 
name to or you can make up your own table.  The Quiz night is 
a “child free” event.          It is always a great night! 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to Alex Johnson on the birth of a daughter, Ava Rose – a sister 
for Jack (Rosi’s Class) & James (pre-school) & Spencer. 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Presentation TONIGHT (Wed 1st July) 7.00-9.30pm – DEVELOPING 

RESPECT & RESPONSIBILITY with CHILDREN & TEENAGERS by well-known 

counsellor, health worker & consultant, Keith Miller at Mt Barker Community 
Library.  What can you do when your child doesn’t listen, your attempts at 
discipline don’t work, your child has lack of respect and out-of-control 
behavior impacting on school performance?  Single/$10, Double/friend $15, 
Concession/Gold coin.  Enquiries: email  keithrm@internode.on.net  
 

YOGA FOR TEENS:  8 week course on Thursdays 4.30–5.30pm, from 30th 

July until 17th Sept. at 26 Hack Street, Mt Barker.  Bookings/enquires contact  
Loretta  Ph: 0421 824 397 or www.unfoldyogawellbeing.com  
 

ADELAIDE HILLS COUNCIL LIBRARIES School Holiday Program: 6th-20th 

July.  Free Activities including Paper Diorama, Watercolour Painting, 
Cooking & Craft.  Bookings Ph: 8408 0400 or DIY online www.ahc.sa.gov.au. 
 

Eastern Mavericks BASKETBALL HOLIDAY CLINICS  with Decorey Jones –

player from US, at Adelaide Hills Recreation Centre, Howard Lane, Mt Barker. 
Friday, 17th July.  $20/session.  Bookings:  contact Irene on 0419 120 194 
 Session 1:  10.30-12.30pm  -  Ages 7-10yrs 
 Session 2:    1.30 - 3.30pm  -  Ages 11–14yrs 
 

'Life. Be in it' Holiday Program:  Choose from Basketball, Indoor 

Soccer, Netball and Multi-Sports at Unley High School.   
Tues 7th , Wed 8th, Tues 14th, Wed 15th July  9am-12.30pm and 1pm-4-30pm. 
$40/sess ($10 disc for 3rd & subsequent sessions attended by the same child) 
Info:  www.sa.lifebeinsports.org or Ph: 8272 2121 to register. 
 

School Dates & Info 

mailto:keithrm@internode.on.net
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