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FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
The Festival of Arts was held last Thursday and was such a wonderful evening exhibiting 
our students’ visual arts’ talents and also providing an opportunity for students to perform 
and showcase their musical talents and skills.  I have had many parents and staff comment 
on what a wonderful night it was and there was such a “positive buzz” about the place with 
so many things to see and do for both children and parents.  The weather was kind to us on 
the night and the food, refreshments, coffee, cake, buskers and children’s passport 
activities all added to the success of the event.  I would like to thank all of the staff who 
worked hard in preparation for the night, also thank you to the Fundraising committee and 
for the many other parents and staff who volunteered on the various ‘stalls’ and activities on 
the night.  Thanks also to parent Sam Pearce who performed on the night and parent Scott 
Butcher who drew an amazing charcoal drawing of Maria Montessori while people strolled 
past.  This biennial event is a favourite calendar event of mine and is a fantastic platform to 
show the amazing learning activities that our students experience.  This year, as an added 
extra, each class painted a canvas that was auctioned at the end of the evening.  All of the 
canvases were so different and were displayed in the hall prior to the auction.  Thanks to 
Brenton Ward who did a wonderful job auctioning the canvases and to our delight in total                  
the auction raised $3180!  Thanks to the families who enthusiastically supported the auction 
and bid on the beautiful art works.  Overall the whole event raised $4870 on the night which 
will be added to the annual fundraising effort. 

Cathy France –Principal 



School News 
 

FAREWELL CHRISTINE – WHOLE SCHOOL 
At the end of this term Christine Stichel will finish her work at 
the school.  Christine has worked in the school for nearly 21 
years in the position of Receptionist.  We sincerely thank 
Christine for all of her hard work and we wish her all the very 
best for the next phase of her life. 
 

VACATION CARE – YULTIWIRRA 
The Vacation Care Program will operate each day during the 
coming holidays from 7.30am to 6pm.  The program will also 
operate on Monday 2nd May (the pupil free day in week 1 of 
Term 2).  The program was sent home last week. 
 

If you are interested in your child attending Vacation Care and 
have not already completed the booking form please make 
sure you do this ASAP and hand into the office or directly to 
Sammi.   We are currently trying to finalise staffing and confirm 
excursion arrangements. 
 

COMMUNITY BREAKFAST REVIEW- YULTIWIRRA 
Thanks to the class parent reps, staff and fundraising 
committee for helping to make the recent Community 
Breakfast a success.  It was wonderful to get together as a 
community before the Easter break and to also be entertained 
by the Cycle 2 recorder group.   
Particular thanks to Dom Calabro for sourcing & donating the 
fresh fruit used at the breakfast. 
 
 

 

EASTER FUNDRAISER – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Thank you to Katherine Evans for coordinating the recent 
Easter Bun fundraiser.  Many families took up the option of 
purchasing Kytons Easter Buns and we raised $324. 
 

NATURE PLAY 
In March, I was lucky enough to attend 
the Nature Play SA workshop.  
Themed CreatePlayConnect, Nature 
Play SA hosted a National Conference 
where we were all inspired and 
encouraged to help children develop 
their connections to the natural world.  
We heard    international keynote 
speakers, Tim Gill and Claire Warden, 
as well as SA experts and 
practitioners who shared insights, 
stories, tools, case studies and     
workshops.  I was inspired to further pursue my passion for 
‘loose parts’ and children’s nature play. 
Loose parts in our environment empowers creativity.  In play, 
loose parts are materials that can be moved, carried, 
combined, redesigned, lined up, and taken apart and put back 
together in multiple ways.  They are materials with no specific 
set of directions that can be used alone or combined with other 
materials.  Loose parts can be natural or synthetic.  Loose 
parts come with no instructions; rather, they invite children to 
use their own imagination and creativity and develop their own 
play scripts.  We invite families to donate any “loose parts” 
they may be able to offer to the school.  The Nature Play 
Loose Parts will be a continuation of the school’s already 
strong    Environmental and Sustainable philosophy.   

Georgia Richmond - parent 

Loose Parts Needed for our Bush Play Area 
 Rocks 
 Sticks (1.2 metres long) 
 Stones & gravel 
 Fabric & hessian 
 Twigs & wood 
 Pallets 
 Baskets 
 

 

 

NAPLAN TESTING – WHOLE SCHOOL 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 
7 and 9 and has been an annual event for schools since 2008.  
Students enrolled in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be participating in 
Naplan Testing early next term on Tuesday 10, Wednesday 
11 and Thursday 12  May (Term 2 Week 2).  
NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four domains of Reading, 
Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and Numeracy.  
NAPLAN assesses skills in literacy and numeracy that are 
developed over time, through the school curriculum. NAPLAN 
shows how individual students are progressing in numeracy 
and literacy skills against national standards for all Australian 
children.  
All students are encouraged to participate in the tests.  
Involvement in testing against the National Benchmarks is 
linked with receipt of Government funding and we are 
therefore, as a school, obliged to participate.  We view student 
participation as developing a “life skill” and teachers assist 
students in their preparation leading up to the testing week. 
In previous years we have found that the results confirm what 
our own testing regime and professional judgment have 
identified and thus we use the reports from this National 
Testing as part of our overall assessment practices.  Results 
will be posted to the school and we will notify parents when we 
receive the reports so the results can be interpreted together 
with your child’s class teacher.   
More information is available at www.naplan.edu.au 
 
If your child is in Years 3, 5, 7 or 9 please notify the school 
if your child will be absent during this week.  All children 
in these year levels will sit the tests unless an exemption 
or withdrawal has been arranged prior.  If you do not wish 
for your child to sit the tests for philosophical or personal 
reasons please come and speak to Cathy ASAP. 
 

 

AGM – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Please enter Tuesday, 24th May 6.30pm in your diary as the 
date of the SCHOOL’S AGM.   

This year THE AGM will be held at YULTIWIRRA CAMPUS. 
We are pleased to inform the school community that we have 
invited some old scholars who have used entrepreneurial 
qualities and mindsets to create opportunities for themselves 
since leaving school.  I encourage you to come and listen to 
their stories.  We will end the evening with wine, cheese and 
chatter. I urge all parents to attend – it’s always an 
enjoyable evening (we keep the business section VERY 
brief!)  The Board nomination form and information about the 
AGM will be sent home next week.  Board Nominations need 
to be lodged at the school office by Monday 9th May.  If you 
would like to discuss board member obligations see Cathy in 
the office. 
 

MOTHER’S DAY RAFFLE 
A beautiful basket of treats & goodies is in the office to be 
raffled for Mother’s Day.  $2 a ticket or 3 tickets for $5.  
Come in and be in the running to win this beautiful prize for 
your Mum!  The Mother’s Day raffle will be drawn on Friday 6th 
May (end of Week 1 Term 2).  Thank you to the Afnan family 
for generously donating the basket and goods. 
 

 

WINE FUNDRAISER OFFER – WHOLE SCHOOL 
999 

Order Forms are being sent home with this Newsletter for 
quality wines from Bird in Hand Winery, a well-known 
Adelaide Hills winery.   
Orders must be in by Friday 15th April.  (Sorry no late orders 
accepted) 
 

  

 Milk or bread crates 
 Logs 
 Stones 
 Rope 
 Tyres  
 and planks 

http://www.naplan.edu.au/


News from the Cycles 

INFANT PROGRAM   

Max and Daniella putting 
 final touches to the  

Infant Program canvas.  
 

 
 
 
CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL 
The children in the 
preschool proudly 
showcased their work at 
the Festival of Arts night 
last Thursday. Much of 
our artwork was inspired 
by our learning this term 
on Indigenous, colonial 
and contemporary 
Australia. The children 
have been sketching native banksia flowers after having a 
demonstration from our guest artist Tony Calvett. Some of the 
children have enjoyed sketching our native bush surroundings 
after looking at some colonial art examples. After learning 
about the paintings & etchings done by the Peramangk people 
of the Adelaide Hills, many children were inspired to crush up 
ochre to make paint, which they used to tell their own painted 
stories. Creating our own splatter art canvases inspired by 
Australian artist Pro Hart, however, was by far a highlight! 

 
 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY 
Our class explored the use of colour by 
Monet as a springboard for our class 
canvas. After exploring Monet’s 
paintings of water lilies, children 
understood that water reflects light and 
images of what is around it. Their 
suggestion was to use ‘shiny’ paint to 
make the water in the picture look 
reflective. We tried to help the children 
do as much as possible on our painting, 
even the youngest, through teaching 
specific skills to create our image. “Can 
we do another one?”, they ask! 

 
 

CYCLE 2  
We enjoyed some new 
presentations of math 
equipment.  Here are some 
comments. “Rosi presented 
us with the flat bead frame 
and my favourite part was 
multiplying by 2000. The 
answer was over 9 million.”                             
                           Darcy Koh 
Thomas used the pegboard 
to find out the answer to 
27x7. “I like the exchanging 
of the beads. The answer 
was 189.”    Thomas Rayner  
 
Ashleigh was introduced to 
square numbers with the 
coloured bead squares.  
“I liked drawing the squares 
and I liked the colours.”          
                    Ashleigh Evans 
 

Ava’s favourite maths equipment is the blank 
         multiplication chart.    

“I like this because I can put the answers in the right place. 
Then I work out what the question was!”               Ava Koh 

 

 

CYCLE 3  
Cycle 3 have enjoyed participating in 
the first week of this year’s elective 
program. Many Cycle 3 parents 
volunteered their time to share a skill 
or passion with students. We had a 
pop up band, which performed a 
song they had learnt in the 1 hour 
session!  A cooking group who cooked 
up delicious dishes.  Many craft 
groups who poured candles, folded 
origami and made plaster sculptures. 
Even a story writing group who 
worked with a published author. Some 
students ventured out of the school to participate in rock 
climbing and some enjoyed a yoga session. We would like to 
thank parents for their support, without you a program like this 
could not run. We look forward to the exciting electives in week 
9!   

 
 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS (YR 10) 
 

For the last 10 weeks, all of 
the new students at Wairoa 
have been undertaking a 
project called “Feeding the 
Community”.  We developed 
kitchen skills to be able to 
feed the community in the 
lunch program.  In that time 
we had to do a project about the human digestion system and 
nutrition.  Some experiences were inventing a pasta sauce, 
learning knife skills with Grant, building a fake digestive system 
and visiting the central markets and pastry kitchen. 
 

The major task for the term is “Tastes of the World”.  In groups 
of 2 or 3 we have to cook a 2 course meal for 16 people. We 
make all of the food and dress up and serve the food to the 
people.  Last week we had Vietnamese, Chinese and Thai 
pop-up restaurants.  Next week there will be Greek, Spanish 
and Mexican.  
 

This is some of the feedback that we received: 
 

“The mango and sticky rice was the best that I have ever had.” 
“The Thai restaurant even smelt beautiful with incense.” 
“Beautiful soft chicken with fresh 
peas… and then fried icecream!”          
“Your service was fantastic – and 
very quick.” 
“The Vietnamese café looked 
gorgeous on the deck and the 
food was delicious.”  
 

Ryan Turner and Jiah Huppatz 
 

LEARNING SUPPORT WITH ANNE & TONY 

Anne & Tony continue to work in 
the role as support teachers this 
year working with children 
across all cycles at Yultiwirra 
who have difficulties in the 
areas of literacy and numeracy. 
Term 1 involves classroom 
assessments and diagnostic 
testing to identify children’s 
needs.  Meetings have been 
held with class teachers to set 
goals for Term 1 & 2.  Meetings 
with parents have also been 
held to discuss the child’s 
support plan.  Support is given 
within the classroom or children 
can be withdrawn if needed, to 
deliver individual programs.    



School News 
 

TERM 1 DIARY DATES 
 

Thursday April 7 
OH&S Meeting 4.00pm 
Policy Meeting 4.30pm 
 

Friday April 8 
Wairoa cafe & Produce Swap: 9 - 11am ‘Come along for 

 a cuppa!’  Wairoa Campus – All Welcome! 
 

Tuesday April 12 
Parent Rep Meeting 2.30pm 
Finance Meeting 6.00pm 
Board Meeting 7.30pm 
 

Wednesday April 13 
Sharing Assembly – Yultiwirra Campus  

2.30pm – Parents Welcome! 
 

Friday April 15 
End of Term 1 2.00pm Finish 
 

Monday April 18 – Monday May 2 
Vacation Care Program 
 

Monday April 25 
ANZAC Day Public Holiday 
 

KEY DATES FOR TERM 2 
 

Tuesday May 3 

Term 2 Begins 
 

Tuesday May 24 
AGM held at Yultiwirra – 6.30pm 
 

Thursday May 26 
Parent Get Together – Wairoa Café 9.15am 
 

Thursday June 16 
Cycle 1 & 2 Music concert – 6.30pm 
 

Friday June 24 
Parent Get Together – Yultiwirra 9.15am 
 

Wednesday June 29 & Thursday June 30 
Coffeehouse Cabaret – Wairoa 
 

WAIROA CAFE  
This Friday is the first Wairoa cafe for 2016! 

Please come along and bring friends and family. 
We serve beautiful homemade cakes, a range of teas and 

excellent espresso coffee, in and around the Wairoa studio. 
 

It is a lovely location - all glass and trees - and beats other 
local cafes for atmosphere.  You also get to meet and be 

served by the welcoming team from the adolescent community 
- what more could you ask! 

This Friday 8th April 9am - 11am 
Wairoa Campus 

142 Mt Barker Rd, Stirling 
Follow the private driveway all the way to the top! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TERM DATES  2016 
TERM 2:   Tuesday 3rd May          – Friday 8th July 
TERM 3:   Tuesday 26th July          - Friday 30th September 
TERM 4:   Tuesday 18th October – Wednesday 14th December 
 

HILLS READ A THON:  from 29th March – 6th May 
supporting the Indigenous Literacy Foundation.  Open to 
primary students - some great prizes to be won.  Entry forms & 
money need to be returned to Matilda Bookshop, 8 Mt Barker 
Rd, Stirling by Thursday 12th May.  More forms avail. in office. 
 

 

TERM 2 SAUSAGE SIZZLE - YULTIWIRRA 
A note was sent home this week in preparation for our Term 2 
Sausage Sizzle in the 1st week (Friday 6th May).  Orders 
must be in by the last day of THIS term.  Class Parent Reps 
are organising & hosting this special lunch for the students to 
celebrate the beginning of Term 2! 
 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS:  
An Information/order form is included in this Newsletter.  For 
only $65 you’ll receive over $20,000 worth of valuable offers! – 
some with 50% off and 2-for-1 offers for many restaurants, 
attractions, hotels, travel, shopping and much more!  - 
including quite a few offers from the Adelaide Hills. 
(The school receives $13 for each book sold). 
Books will be available to purchase from the school office 
next term or you may prefer the Digital Membership to have 
with you at your fingertips on your smartphone. 
A copy will be on display in the school office next term. 
 

 

SPECIAL SUSHI DAY LUNCH – YULTIWIRRA: 
Next Wednesday, 13th April.   

4 varieties available – Vegetarian, Californian (seafood), 
Teriyaki Chicken, Tuna @ $3.80ea. 

Please note:  Orders must be placed at office by the end  
         of the school day this Friday, 8th April. 
 

 

LOST PROPERTY – YULTIWIRRA: 
All the Lost Property is on display – please check before it is 
donated to a charity at the end of the school term. 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mary & Alex Cossich on the 
arrival of a son, Ruben – a brother for Oscar (Infant Program) 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

At The Hut Community Centre Aldgate – during the school holidays.  
Bookings Ph: 8339 4400 
• CLAYMATION WORKSHOP – Monday 18th April  9am-12 and 1-4pm 

For parents & children (6-16yrs)  $10/person 
• FAMILY BOARD GAMES DAY - Tuesday 26th April  12.00 – 4.00pm 

with over 100 board games provided by The Big Game Theory, at 
Aldgate Oval Hall, Churinga Road.  Free Entry & Sausage Sizzle 
 

Held at the ADELAIDE FESTIVAL CENTRE  
SOMETHING ON SATURDAY Program:  23rd April –27th August:  Offering 
a wide range of entertainment for 2–10 yr olds & their families every 
Saturday during winter.  Each week features a live performance (great value 
with tickets for most performances at just $14.50 ) and free craft workshop.  
Buy a ticket to a performance or just enjoy the FREE art and craft workshops 
at Foundation Kids Corner.  Something for the entire family with a variety of 
live shows.  Booklets of the full program are available from the school office. 

 

ANTAHKARANA CENTRE OPEN DAY: Sunday, 17th April, 10am - 4pm, 
3 Theodore Lane, Aldgate.  FREE workshops & Mini – Treatments.   
For full program details visit www.antahkarana.com.au or Ph: 7226 0989. 

School Dates & Info 

COMMUNITY PRODUCE SWAP 
Our next Community Produce Swap 

will be THIS 
Friday 8th April 9.15am 

at Wairoa 
to coincide with the Wairoa Café  

(parent get together). 
Bring along any spare produce and 

see what you can swap! 

http://www.antahkarana.com.au/

