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PARENT GET TOGETHERS– WHOLE SCHOOL 

This term we will hold another two “parent get togethers” so 

parents can meet, mingle and chat.  One get together will be 

held at Yultiwirra and one at Wairoa campus.  All parents are 

invited to both occasions no matter which campus your child 

attends!  This is a great opportunity to visit the Wairoa campus 

where the adolescent students will be providing coffee & cake 

as part of their economic enterprises.  Please note:  the 

adolescent students charge a reasonable price for a great 

coffee and beautiful homemade cake at the Wairoa get 

together.  Please make a note of the two dates and place them 

in your diary – “come along and have a cuppa! “ 

 Friday 27
th

 May  – 9.15am – Wairoa Campus 

 Friday 24
th

 June  – 9.15am – Yultiwirra Campus 

 

TERM 2 SHARING ASSEMBLIES– YULTIWIRRA 
We wish to invite all parents/caregivers to our “sharing 

assemblies” this term held at Yultiwirra campus, where 

students have the opportunity to share their work with the rest 

of the school.  Please make a note of the dates and place it in 

your diary: 

Wed 1
st

 June 11.30am - Cycle 1 & 2 & Indonesian 

Thursday 7
th

 July 9.30am – Cycle 3 & 4 sharing work 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INTRODUCING OUR NEW STUDENT WELL-BEING 

WORKER 

Dear Parents, Students and Hills Montessori School community, 

My name is Laura Rae.  I have begun this week, in the role of 

Student Wellbeing Worker for both the Yultiwirra and Wairoa 

campuses. I look forward to continuing the wonderful work and 

support that Ellie has been involved in with the school. I have 

big shoes to fill, but am up to the challenge!   

My role will involve fostering the wellbeing of the students and 

the school community.  I hope to do this in a variety of ways, 

and will be available to provide 

individual counselling and support to 

students and families, and will at 

times work with different classes or 

groups of students on developing 

skills and focusing on overall 

wellbeing.   

I will be available at the Wairoa 

campus on Tuesday mornings and 

at Yultiwirra on Thursdays.  Please 

contact me with any questions or 

concerns that you may have.  

I look forward to getting to know you 

all.  

Laura Rae – Student Well Being Worker 

We welcome Laura and we look forward to her input and 

positive contribution in our school. 

  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
 

Welcome back to Term 2, I hope you enjoyed the term break. 
 

With speculation that an early election will be held in July this year, political parties are beginning to voice their policies and election 

“promises” to help gain votes and sway the views of the public and voters.  From an independent school’s point of view, 

Commonwealth funding for schools is always our biggest concern at election time.  It is vital that voters and parents of school 

children are armed with accurate information and not the “spin” that is advertised to sway the votes.   
 

Did you know that South Australian independent school students receive the least Commonwealth funding of any 

students in the nation and the gap is set to widen if the final two years of the “Gonski” funding model are not paid? 
 

The shortfall of funding in South Australia results from the Coalition’s decision to only fund the first four years of Gonski and not the 

full six years committed to under the previous Labor Government.  The Gonski model was to be implemented over six years to 

2019.  Every student in Australia was to be fairly funded in accordance with their educational needs, regardless of State or Territory.  

Each State negotiated a different pathway but all were to arrive at the same point by the end of 2019.  The Commonwealth then 

decided to stop the Gonski model at the end of 2017 and move to a new funding model (yet to be determined). 

The South Australian funding pathway means that South Australian non-government school children will receive the lowest level of 

Commonwealth funding in Australia.   
 

As a school and community we need to call on the government to commit to the full implementation of the Gonski model.  The 

inequitable situation that South Australian schools now face at the end of 2017 needs to be addressed.  Labor and the Greens have 

made the commitment to honour the Gonski funding model if they are to be elected.  It is deeply concerning that the Coalition is not 

matching them to ensure equity and fairness for all students.  For Independent school students, the average shortfall by the end of 

next year (2017) will be $400 every year for every student.  For a school such as ours, that has a significant impact on our budget..  

As parents of children in a South Australian independent school, you may wish to call on your local Liberal member of Parliament to 

highlight the inequity and impact of these decisions.  There is no justification for SA Independent schools to receive comparatively 

less government funding simply because they are located in South Australia.   

Cathy France –Principal 



School News 
 

BOARD COMMUNIQUE – WHOLE SCHOOL 
The forthcoming AGM was discussed.  The Life Membership 
nomination for Christine Stichel was unanimously ratified. 
The operational plan for each sub-committee was reviewed. 
Board members viewed the lecture given by Professor Yong 
Zhao at last year’s AISSA governance conference prior to the 
meeting and a robust discussion was held in regard to his 
views on the future of education.  

Paul Daly - President 
 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
A sausage sizzle will be held this Friday for Yultiwirra students.  
Orders needed to be submitted last term.  The Class Parent 
Reps organise & host this special lunch for the students to 
celebrate the beginning of each term!  We thank the parent 
reps for volunteering their time to assist with the lunch. 
 

LUNCH ORDERS 
The new lunch orders seem to be working well and we have 
had very positive feedback from families in regard to food 
choices.  The new system requires families to clearly write 
their child’s name and class on the bag along with the lunch 
order and place the money in the bag.  We suggest that 
families purchase in advance 10 lunch bags from the office for 
$1.  
We request that families write out their child/ren’s order before 
coming to school to reduce congestion in the office area prior 
to school starting.   
Lunch Orders are available on Tuesday, Wednesday & 
Friday. 
Please note:   

 Orders close at 9.15am on Tuesday & Wednesday but 
can also be placed the day before.  

 Friday orders need to be placed in the box by close of 
school Thursday. 

 A copy of the Lunch Menu can be accessed on the parent 
portal. 

 

STUDENT ABSENTEEISM – WHOLE SCHOOL 
We ask that all families take note of the absenteeism 
procedures and follow them to assist us with our day-to-day 
running and administration of the school.   
 

If your child will be absent for the day and you have not 
informed the school previously, parents are required to 
phone the school on the morning to let us know the 
reason for the absence and length of the absence.  

If we have not received a phone call by 9.30am on the day, the 
school will SMS or call to confirm their whereabouts.  These 
calls are made for safety and legal reasons; however, we really 
need parents to take on this responsibility and make the first 
call on the first day of absence.   
Any students arriving late need to report to the school office 

to advise of their arrival and sign the student register or they 
will remain marked as absent. 
 

The law requires that all children who are 6 years old and over 
attend school.  If you are wanting to take your child out of 
school during term time for family holidays or any other reason, 
this needs to be put in writing to the Principal stating that you 
wish to seek an exemption from school with the dates and the 
reason for your child’s absence.  The Principal has the power 
to grant an exemption from school; however official paperwork 
is required for extended periods and authorities are notified.   
 

DID YOU KNOW?? SPORTS VOUCHER 
All primary aged students are eligible for a sports voucher 
which will discount sporting club registration fees by $50 per 
calendar year. Visit www.sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au to print 
your voucher. 
 

 

NAPLAN TESTING – WHOLE SCHOOL 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 
7 and 9. 
Students enrolled in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be participating in 
Naplan Testing next week on Tuesday 10, Wednesday 11 
and Thursday 12  May (Term 2 Week 2).  

NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four domains of Reading, 
Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and Numeracy.  
All students are encouraged to participate in the tests.  
Involvement in testing against the National Benchmarks is 
linked with receipt of Government funding and we are 
therefore, as a school, obliged to participate.  We view student 
participation as developing a “life skill” and teachers assist 
students in their preparation leading up to the testing week. 
In previous years we have found that the results confirm what 
our own testing regime and professional judgment have 
identified, and thus we use the reports from this National 
Testing as part of our overall assessment practices.  Results 
will be posted to the school and we will notify parents when we 
receive the reports so the results can be interpreted together 
with your child’s class teacher.   
More information is available at www.naplan.edu.au 
 

If your child is in Years 3, 5, 7 or 9 please notify the school 
if your child will be absent during next week.  All children 
in these year levels will sit the tests unless an exemption 
or withdrawal has been arranged prior.  If you do not wish 
for your child to sit the tests for philosophical or personal 
reasons please come and speak to Cathy ASAP. 
 

 

AGM – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Please enter Tuesday, 24

th
 May 6.30pm in your diary as the 

date of the SCHOOL’S AGM.   
This year THE AGM will be held at YULTIWIRRA CAMPUS. 

We are pleased to inform the school community that we have 

invited some old scholars who have used entrepreneurial 

qualities and mindsets to create opportunities for themselves 

since leaving school.  I encourage you to come and listen to 

their stories.  We will end the evening with wine, cheese and 

chatter. I urge all parents to attend – it’s always an 

enjoyable evening (we keep the business section VERY 

brief!)  The Board nomination form and information about the 

AGM was sent home last term.  Board Nominations need to 

be lodged at the school office by Monday 9
th

 May.  If you 

would like to discuss board member obligations see Cathy in 

the office. 
 

 

MOTHER’S DAY RAFFLE 
A beautiful basket of treats & goodies is in the office to be 

raffled for Mother’s Day.  $2 a ticket or 3 tickets for $5.  

Come in and be in the running to win this beautiful prize for 

your Mum!  The Mother’s Day raffle will be drawn THIS Friday 

6
th

 May.  Thank you to the Afnan family for generously 

donating the basket and goodies. 
 

 

WINE FUNDRAISER OFFER – WHOLE SCHOOL 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!! 
Order Forms were sent home last term (or can be collected 

from the office) and you can still order these quality wines from 

Bird in Hand Winery, a well-known Adelaide Hills winery.   

The order period has been extended - Orders must be 

received at the office by Friday 13
th

 May.   
 

  

http://www.sportsvouchers.sa.gov.au/
http://www.naplan.edu.au/


News from the Cycles 

CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL 
At the end of Term 1 Barbara 
Colquhoun visited the preschool to 
take the children on guided walks 
through our bush. She identified 
the native and non-native plants 
including the Hills Daisy, Acacia, 
Banksia and Stringy Bark trees. 
Barb also explained how important 
it is to look with our eyes and not 
pick the native flowers so they 
have a chance to drop their seeds 
and multiply. She taught us that 
when we can see bare soil it is a 
sign of an unhealthy bush. We 
want the ground to be covered so it is important to stay on the 

paths to protect the habitat. 
We also participated in bush care by 
pulling out or cutting off flowers from 
weeds such as agapanthus, broom 
and blackberries.  
The children also spotted some bat 
boxes up in the trees. Barbara said 
the bats probably live in the bark of 
the trees but the boxes give them 
another option.  

 
 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY 
To celebrate the last day 
of term, both Cycle 1 
Primary classes had a 
picnic lunch.  
As part of Friday cooking, 
the Ixodia classroom 
children made their own 
wraps with the help of 
Luca’s mum (Lula) and 
big sister Ali. 
In the Correa classroom, the day was themed around “The 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic.” Each child brought their favourite teddy 
or soft toy to school. They made teddy ears to wear, decorated 
teddy biscuits with the help of our big sister, Jorga, wrote a 
story about their teddy/soft toy and listened to teddy stories for 

relaxation. “Once upon a time there was my teddy and Aunty 

Mandy bought it for me”  …Haddie 
“My lamb is soft. My lamb is from the animal pet shop. I like it 
because it is soft”    Maddie 
“My teddy bear was playing in the playground with me at the 
picnic.”    Seth 
 
 

CYCLE 2  

Last term there was a large 
focus on Art and the Festival of 
Arts.  Students in our class 
produced canvas paintings, 
collages, pastel drawings and 
watercolour paintings.  The 
whole class contributed to a 
large canvas painting of which they each carefully stencilled a 
geo shape on to the canvas.  We continued this theme as part 
of our class activity on the Festival of Arts night where 
participants were shown the technique of stencilling to make 
their own cards. 
In the first week of Term 2 as part of our overall Festivals and 
Celebrations Topic, we will be researching the history behind 
and the activities surrounding Mothers’ Day, Japanese Boys’ 
Day and May Day.  2016 is also the International Year of 
pulses and we look forward to learning about and cooking with 
pulses.       

 

INFANT PROGRAM   

Lucy is concentrating on practising 
her hand eye coordination. She 

enjoyed this activity and spent a lot 
of time doing it over and over. 

 

CYCLE 3  

It is hard to believe term one has 
concluded.  Cycle 3 completed their 
electives sessions in week 9 with 
some brilliant compositions from the 
pop up band, rock climbing, 
magazine creation, cooking, candle making, dance and art.  
Staff and students would like to officially extend a big thankyou 
to all of the Cycle 3 parents who volunteered their time to 
assist with this very popular program. 
 

Term two welcomes a fresh agenda which involves current 
affairs topics like the Federal election.  The children will also 
be introduced to the hatching and growth of chickens, 
investigations into Reconciliation and activities relating to 
'Sorry Day'.  We will also commence the school service 
learning program.  The children will work in small groups to 
coordinate sessions for younger peers or offer service where 
needed around our school. 
 

Finally, it is time for another Cycle 3 musical production.  This 
year the cohort will perform the play 'Kids in Space'.  We have 
already been reading through the script and becoming familiar 
with characters.  The children have also been listening to the 
various songs in the production.  Early this term, auditions will 
be held and the cast drawn up.  Rehearsals will start and set 
design and costume preparations follow soon after that.  
Everyone is extremely excited about this production. 

 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS (YR 10) 
At Wairoa we are looking forward to a blustery and energetic 
Term 2, which will culminate in our Coffeehouse Cabaret in 
Week 9.  We are digging into poetry in our literature groups, 
and our creative and physical expression choices are 
sculpture, comedy, dance, song, drama, percussion and film. 

 

INDONESIAN WITH ELLIS 

In the last week of Term 1 
the highly acclaimed 
Indonesian ‘dalang’ (puppet 
master) ‘Bapak Sumardi’ 
came to Yultiwirra campus 
to present a ‘Wayang Kulit’ 
(shadow puppet) 
performance. ‘Wayang’ is 
the Javanese word for 
shadow (‘bayang’ in 
standard Indonesian) and 
‘kulit’ means skin, which refers to the leather construction of 
the puppets. Nowadays ‘wayang’ is most often associated with 
the puppet itself or the whole puppet theatre performance.  
 ‘Wayang kulit’ is a unique form of theatre employing light and 
shadow which is projected on a big screen. ‘Bapak Sumardi’ 
entertained us with his talent and skills, playing a number of 
different characters (each with its own distinctive voice) from 

the epic Hindu/Indian ‘Ramayana’ story. We all laughed at the 
funny parts and appreciated the opportunity to see what he 
was doing from behind the screen as well as to the front.  Later 
that day some classes took the opportunity to have a closer 
look at HMS’s own collection of authentic ‘Wayang Kulit’. 
Students were intrigued by the fine details carved on the 
puppets and how to distinguish the different characters. They 
also learned the significance of certain features and the 
meaning of the colours. Chantel and Denise’s class went a bit 
further by creating their own ‘mini’ Wayang Kulit performance, 
led by up-and-coming ‘dalang’ Joshua. Everyone worked really 
well together and for me, this was one of my most rewarding 
moments as a language teacher!     



School News 
 

 

TERM 2 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight) 

 

Thursday May 5 
Policy Meeting 4.30pm 
 

Sunday May 8 
Mother’s Day 
 

Tuesday May 10 – Thursday May 12 
NAPLAN Testing 
 

Tuesday May 10 
Facilities Meeting (Yultiwirra) 8am 
Finance Meeting 6.00pm 
 

Thursday May 12 
Marketing Task Group Meeting 4.00pm 
 

Tuesday May 17 
Year 8 Immunisations 
Parent Rep Meeting held @ Wairoa 1.30pm – 3.00pm 
Executive Meeting 6.00pm 
Board Meeting 7.00pm 
 

Wednesday May 18 
Fundraising Meeting 9.15am 
 

Tuesday May 24 
AGM held at Yultiwirra – 6.30pm 
 

 
FUTURE KEY DATES FOR TERM 2 
 

Friday May 27 
Parent Get Together – Wairoa Café 9.15am 
 

Wednesday June 1 
Sharing Assembly 11.30am Cycle 1 & 2 & Indo 
 

Thursday June 2 
Year 6 visit to Wairoa 
Parent Education 6.30pm 
 

Tuesday June 7 
Yultiwirra Open Day 10am – 12 noon 
Wairoa Open Evening 6.30pm 
 

Monday June 13 
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
 

Thursday June 16 
Cycle 1 & 2 Music concert – 6.30pm 
 

Tuesday June 21 
Wairoa Open Day 10am – 12 noon 
 

Thursday June 23 
Parent Rep Meeting 2.30pm 
 

Friday June 24 
Parent Get Together – Yultiwirra 9.15am 
 

Saturday June 25 
Quiz Night 
 

Monday June 27 – Friday July 1 
Collaborative Interviews - Yultiwirra 
 

Wednesday June 29 & Thursday June 30 
Coffeehouse Cabaret - Wairoa 
 

Thursday July 7 
Sharing Assembly 1.30pm Cycle 3 & 4 
 

Friday July 8  
End of Term 2 (2pm finish) 
 

 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“The hands are the instruments of man’s intelligence.” 

 

Maria Montessori 

 

TERM DATES  2016 

TERM 2:   Tuesday 3rd May          – Friday 8th July 

TERM 3:   Tuesday 26th July          - Friday 30th September 

TERM 4:   Tuesday 18th October – Wednesday 14th December 

 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS  
We welcome the following students and their families to our 
school this term: 
Matilda Clark - Cycle 1 Primary, Lucas Leske - Cycle 2, Lucas 
Clark, Jack Clark, Rhianna Leske - Cycle 3, and to Preschool – 

Sadie Koh, Olivia Green, Clancy Kupniewski, Tully Burrett and 
Florence Thomas. 
 

 

COMMUNITY LOTTERY– WHOLE SCHOOL 
Australian Central Community Lottery books will be 

distributed next week.   
If you do not want one to sell please let the office know now.   
There are fantastic prizes in the lottery and for every $2 ticket 
we sell the school receives $2!  Ask friends, family and work 
colleagues to buy a ticket to be in the running for some great 
prizes and to support the school. 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS: – WHOLE SCHOOL 

Information/order forms were distributed with the last 
newsletter.  For only $65 you’ll receive over $20,000 worth of 
valuable offers! – some with 50% off and 2-for-1 offers for 
many restaurants, attractions, hotels, travel, shopping and 
much more!  (The school receives $13 for each book sold). 
 

Books will be available next week to purchase from the 
school office or you may prefer the new Digital Membership 

to have with you at your fingertips on your smartphone. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

AUSTRALIA SCIENCE & MATHEMATICS SCHOOL (YEARS 10-12): Open 

Nights being held on Thursday 19th May and Tuesday 24th May from 7 pm – 9 
pm. For more information visit www.asms.sa.edu.au 
 

CREATIVE DANCE & YOGA WITH SARAH THOMAS: Ages 2 – 5 years.  Term 2 

classes commencing 6th May @ Piccadilly Community Hall.  Friday’s 10am – 10.45am. 
For more information visit www.dance-yoga.com.au 
 

DENTAL CARE is FREE for most school-aged and ALL preschool children at the 

Mount Barker School Dental. For appointments or information call 8391 0858. 
 

PILATES FOR KIDS at Stirling:  Would you like your child to experience the 

benefits of Pilates?  The course is aimed to teach 8-12yr olds basic anatomy, the 
principles of good posture, improve flexibility and increase core strength.  Classes are 
run in a non-competitive, social and fun style, incorporating natural and varied 
movements, stretching and a period of relaxation at the end of each workshop.  
Classes (45 mins) are taught by qualified physiotherapists during school terms.  Cost:  
$190.  4.00 – 4.45pm Thursday 5th May – Thursday 7th July.  Bookings essential.   
Physio Pilates Proactive, 39 Mt Barker Road, Stirling  Ph: 8339 3188 

 

Yultiwirra Campus  -  12 Anderson Road, Aldgate  SA  5154 
 

Wairoa Campus  -  142 Mt Barker Road, Aldgate  SA 5154 
 

Tel: (08) 8339 6842                              Fax:  (08)  8370 9538 
 

Email: enquiries@montessori.sa.edu.au 
Web site  www.montessori.sa.edu.au 

 

School Dates & Info 

http://www.asms.sa.edu.au/
http://www.dance-yoga.com.au/
mailto:enquiries@montessori.sa.edu.au
http://www.montessori.sa.edu.au/

