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2017 CALENDAR 

This year the 
fundraising committee 
has organised a 
professionally printed 
calendar for 2017. 
 

The 2017 calendar 
commemorates the 
2016 Festival of Arts 
held in Term 1 this year.  The calendar includes the art works 
created by all of the classes in the school along with the art 
work produced by the child care children and talented parent 
Scott Butcher, who created the beautiful charcoal drawing of 
Maria Montessori.  Each class produced a collaborative art 
work on canvas to be auctioned at the 2016 Festival of Arts. 
 

This is your opportunity to have a “keepsake” of these beautiful 
works of art. 
 

This beautiful calendar is only $15 and there is a limited 
amount available! 

So get your orders in quickly and don’t miss out! 
A great Christmas present for your friends and family!! 

 

Support the school and 
place your orders now.   
Calendars available 
until sold out! 
 

Please complete the 
order form sent home 
or, alternatively 
purchase the calendar 
directly from the office. 

 
 

 

CYCLE 3 PLAY REVIEW – KIDS IN SPACE 
 

Somewhere, some time, way in the future, the NIMBUS 
FAMILY live a futuristic life with their gadgets and their 
ROBOTS. On hearing that he is expected to take his sister to 
the disco for her birthday, CUMULO rebels and takes off in his 
spacecraft – wagging school. He becomes lost and ends up in 
the Black Hole (the destination of all lost objects). Here he 
meets a cast of curious characters and ends up being held 
hostage by the Space Pirates. 

On the 22nd of September, Cycle 3 performed the play “Kids in 
Space” at the Mylor Community Hall.  The students put on two 
fantastic performances on the day. After a day and a half of 
dress rehearsals, the kids were all pretty exhausted, but when 
it came to the performance, they found incredible levels of 
energy! They performed twice on the day - the first, for all 
Montessori school students and teachers and then later in the 
evening for their family and friends.  Natalie, Stacey and 
Christine were so proud of all of them. 
 

Once again we would very much like to thank our parent 
volunteers who provided invaluable support throughout the 
term. It would not have gone ahead without their help. 
 

“My favourite part of the play was when all of the characters 
were on stage and doing the finale, because it looked really 
cool and all the lights were on and the fairy lights looked really 
cool as well. Everyone looked like they’d just been to a crazy 
fairy party because we all had feathers and beads in our hair 
and rainbows and stars painted on our faces. It was fun and 
exciting!” Rhianna Leske. 

BALI OVERSEAS TRIP 
On the middle weekend of the school holidays thirteen Wairoa 

Students and three staff members flew off to Bali for a two 

week international language and cultural trip.  They have spent 

their first week in Ubud and have been on a bike safari, swum 

in hot springs, bargained at markets, enjoyed a dance 

performance, participated in local lessons learning how to 

carve fruit, make silver jewellery or traditional offerings.  They 

have had daily language group and individual lessons and 

various language challenges.  After a week in Ubud they have 

ventured to the north 

of the island to 

Ahmed.  They have 

been snorkelling and 

enjoying the local 

culture.  We look 

forward to hearing 

more about their 

adventures on their 

return. 
.  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
I hope you all had a restful holiday break and hopefully we will 
start to see more sunshine this term and not have to deal with 
any more wild weather and damage that has caused such 
devastation in the Adelaide Hills and beyond.  
 

I was fortunate to be able to have four weeks’ Long Service 
Leave at the end of last term which has made me feel 
rejuvenated and ready to start a busy Term 4!  Term 4 is always 
jammed packed with events and happenings and eight and a 
half weeks always goes very quickly! 
 

It was wonderful to wander around the school on Tuesday this 
week welcoming back staff and students.  Classes got straight 
back into it and students were keen to “get on with their work”!   
A Montessori classroom environment enables children to be 
independent and make choices.  The environment provides the 
child with the opportunity to choose what he/she does from a 
range of activities that are suitable to their developmental needs.  
The environment provides the child with the “freedom” to 
choose, to work on an activity for as long as they need, to move 
around the room to gather equipment.  All of this combined 
makes for very content children who have a sense of ownership 
and responsibility for their own learning.  This is what I observed 
on Tuesday – lots of very happy children! (and staff!).  It’s nice to 
be back! 

Cathy France –Principal 



School News 

 

WELCOME NEW & RETURNING STAFF  
We welcome Vanessa Inkster who is working as a school 

assistant in the Cycle 1 primary classrooms this term. 
 

We also welcome back Attila Nandori who has returned from 

his overseas travel adventures and is working on Thursdays 
and Fridays this term in the Cycle 1 Primary class sharing the 
class with Ruth Nisbet.  Attila is covering Tony Calvett’s 
absence this term while Tony enjoys Long Service Leave. 
 

We also welcome back Suzie Saffin who has returned this 

term working Mondays and Tuesdays covering Tony’s 
Learning Support teaching role. 
 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS  -  WHOLE SCHOOL 

School Photos will be taken in Week 3 of this term on 
Wednesday 2nd November for most classes and Thursday 
3rd November.  We are using the same photographer that we 

used last year.  A flyer is enclosed explaining the options 
available and an envelope for each of your children will be sent 
home in the coming days. 
 

Order & Pay Online 
Your order and payment can be processed online and the 
instructions are included on the enclosed flyer and will be on 
the provided envelope.  The order envelope is NOT required to 

be returned if you are ordering online. 
 

Cash, Cheque or Money Order Payments 

If choosing these options for ordering and payment then 
please return your envelope together with the correct payment 
to the school office by Friday 28th October. 
 

 

NAPLAN RESULTS – WHOLE SCHOOL 
If you haven’t done so, parents with children in Years 3, 5, 7 & 
9 are asked to contact their child’s class teacher now to 

make a time to discuss the results in conjunction with other 
school records.  This national testing is but one facet of the 
whole picture and needs to be considered in conjunction with 
everyday assessment practices. 
 

 

WE ARE A SUN SMART SCHOOL– WHOLE SCHOOL  
Please remember that we are a Sun Smart School and all 
students are required to wear a broad brimmed hat and 
appropriate clothing to protect the skin when going outside 

for any activity. Our policy states that particularly from the 1st 

September – 30th April students will wear broad brimmed hats 
whenever they are outside.  Sun block is provided by the 
school and students are taught by the school adults to apply 
sun block before leaving the classroom.  Please ensure that 
your child has a named sunhat that can be kept in his/her bag 
or on the hat stand in the classroom and that it is at school. 
 

 

CYCLE 3 & 4 MUSIC CONCERT 
Wednesday 2nd November 6.30pm 

Held in the hall @ Yultiwirra 
 

This concert is for Cycle 3 & 4 students who receive individual 

musical instrument tuition.  Please make note of the date as it 
was cancelled last term due to the wild weather.  We hope you 
are able to attend this event so students have the opportunity 
to perform publicly. 
 

 

CLASSROOM MAKEOVER 
During the holidays Cycle 2 classrooms were painted and re- 
carpeted – they look and smell very fresh!  Thank you to the 
staff, students and parents who came into school last Friday to 
help move all of the furniture and classroom equipment back 
into place.  Your help was greatly appreciated! 
 

 

STIRLING CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
The date for this year’s Stirling Christmas Pageant is... 

 Sunday 20th November. 

Keep the date free and look out for a notice that will be sent 
home soon in regard to the school’s entry and involvement. 
 

 

LOST PROPERTY - YULTIWIRRA 
Once again a significant amount of lost property has 
accumulated from last term - it will be displayed until the end of 
next week, currently hanging up in the courtyard.  Please 
check!  Whatever is left will be donated to refugee families.   

Thank you to class parent reps for taking this responsibility on. 
 

 

OPEN DAY – YULTIWIRRA 
Yultiwirra Open Day - Tues 1st November 10am - 12 noon 

 

Our greatest marketing tool is positive affirmation through 
“word of mouth” by current school families. Please let anyone 
you know who may be interested in visiting our school or 
enrolling a child, the date & time of our Open Day.  
 

 

FIRE WOOD 
Stock up for next winter!!  The school has firewood available 
for sale -  $25 for a car boot load or $50 per 6 x 4 trailer load.  
Register your interest at the school office and then we can 
organise collection and payment. 
 

 

YULTIWIRRA WORKING BEE 
Sunday 13th November 

10 am – 2 pm 
This Working Bee will build upon the good work that was 
started at last term’s working bee.  Our School has a wonderful 
Bush Play area that is much loved by our children. At the 
Working Bee we will continue to focus on revitalising this 
unique play space.  
 

We are seeking a group of parents who would like to help 
enhance the Bush Play area. It would be great if you could 
come for some or all of the time! 
Tea/coffee and a sausage sizzle lunch will be offered to those 
who participate. 
 

The goals of this Working Bee are to mulch bush pathways, 
whipper snipping, build a stage in the bush, plant bamboo, 
chop a fallen tree, erect cubby frames, and continuing fixing 
erosion problems.  
 

We would LOVE your help! 
 

Please see the full job list and tools required on the display 
board in the courtyard.  A note will be sent home to all families. 
Please return the slip to the office by Monday 7th November. 

Many hands make light work 
 

CAKE STALL  
Thank you to everyone who either baked, provided produce or 
assisted on the day.  Thanks in particular to Jodie Searle for 

organising this fundraiser.  We raised $872 - Well done to all! 
 
 

WELCOME TO NEW STUDENTS 

We welcome the following new & returning students and their 
families to our school as well as some new Infant & Transition 
Program families.  
Preschool:  Samuel Griffiths, Hunter Scott, Indigo Johns, 

Elise Zeibarts, Evelina Khabbaz, Lucy Burnard, Henry 
Eastland, Mason McLean, Eleanor Phillips 
Cycle 2:  Holly Pope 
Cycle 4:  Victoria DeWallef 
 



News from Vacation Care 
 
 

VACATION CARE NEWS  

I would like to say thank you to the OSHC staff for their 

amazing work during the Vacation Care period. We had record 

numbers in Term 3 Vacation Care. Thank you to the school 

community for supporting our fun, varied and interesting 

program. Children enjoyed “Art Day” making bowls out of old 

vinyl records and tie dye.  Children enjoyed our excursions, we 

saw ‘The Secret Life of Pets’ and ‘Pete's Dragon’ at the 

cinemas and enjoyed our excursion to the Hahndorf 

playground and a Copenhagen ice cream. For some children it 

was their first time on a bus, that was very exciting!  We looked 

after the school animals while in Vacation Care, ensuring all of 

the animals were happy, healthy, watered and fed.   We made 

yummy pizzas and sushi to share on cooking days.  We were 

lucky to have Heather from the RSPCA come and visit, talking 

to us about how they care for the animals of Adelaide.  OSHC 

donated 15 cans of dog and cat food to the RSPCA to assist in 

their efforts. Money raised in BSC helped pay for our 

donations. 

On a sad note, OSHC said goodbye to two of our staff at the 

end of the holidays. Tim Mansueto and Haydn Smith will be 

greatly missed by all of the OSHC children and staff. We wish 

Tim safe travels and adventures as he ventures overseas and 

we hope to see Haydn in the school working as a relief teacher 

now that he has qualified and completed his teaching studies. 

Sammi Rolt –OSHC Coordinator 

 

 

Reminder: OSHC hosts play dates! For $10 you can book 

your child into after school care  play date with their friend from 

3.30 to 4.30. Children will have chance to play and be given a 

healthy snack. 

 
Vacation Care went to the 
movies twice during the 
holidays!  Once to see 
“The Secret Life of Pets” 
and another visit to see 
“Pete’s Dragon”. 
 
 

“I like going to the 

movies.” Lily 
 

 
 

In the first week of the 
holidays Vacation care 
went to Hahndorf 
playground and 
bought a Copenhagen 
ice cream! 
 

“There is fun 

stuff to do in 

OSHC.” Jesse 

 
 

“I enjoyed Wheels’ Day.” Willow 

 

“I like Vacation Care 

because I can play 

with all of my 

friends.” Ashleigh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I love making cubbies and 

getting free time to play in 

OSHC.” Felix  

 

“I like going to cool places in Vacation Care.”  

Billy 

Breakfast in Before School Care. For $10 your child has a 

chance to play in before school and a range of breakfast 

choices: Rice bubbles, toast, porridge and much more! 

 
  



School News 

 
 

TERM 4 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight) 

 

Thursday October 20 
OH& S Meeting – 4pm 
 

Friday October 21 
Sausage Sizzle 
 

Saturday October 22 
Yr 8, 9 & 10 Indonesian Trip return 
 

Monday October 24 
Finance Committee Meeting – 6pm 
 

Tuesday October 25 
Facilities Meeting (Wairoa) – 8am 
Executive Meeting – 6pm 
Board Meeting – 7pm 
 

Thursday October 27 
Year 8 Immunisations 
Parent Rep Meeting – 2.30pm 
Policy Meeting 4.00pm 
 

Monday October 31 
Unit Trust Meeting – 6pm 
 

Tuesday November 1 
Yultiwirra Open Day – 10am-12noon 
SPTG Meeting 6.00pm 
 

Wednesday November 2  
Fundraising Meeting 9.15am 
 

Wednesday November 2  
Cycle 3 & 4 Music Concert – 6.30pm 
 

Wednesday November 2 & Thursday November 3 
School Photos 
 

Thursday November 3 
Marketing Task Group – 4pm 
 

Tuesday November 8 
Finance Meeting – 6pm 

 

FUTURE KEY DATES FOR TERM 4 
Sunday November 13 
Yultiwirra Working Bee 
 

Thursday November 17 
Wairoa café 9.15 
 

Sunday November 20 
Stirling Christmas Pageant 
 

Wednesday December 7 
Year 6 Graduation 
 

Friday December 9 
Middle School Exhibition of Work & Learning 
Cycle 4 Graduation 
 

Monday December 12 
End of Year Concert 
 

Wednesday December 14 
Term 4 Ends – 2pm finish 

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK!  

You may not know that the school now has a Facebook page! 

Our Facebook page is another way we can communicate with 
parents.  'Like' us on Facebook to keep up to date with school 
community news, events and activities. Type 'The 
Hills Montessori School' into your Facebook 

web browser and look for our school logo. 
 

 
 
 
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“The things he sees are not just remembered;  

they form part of his soul.” 
Maria Montessori 

 

TERM DATES  2016 

TERM 4:   Tuesday 18th October – Wednesday 14th December 
 

 

TERM DATES  2017 

TERM 1:   Tuesday 7th February - Friday 14th April 

TERM 2:   Tuesday 2nd May – Friday 7th July 

TERM 3:   Tuesday 25th July - Friday 29th September 

TERM 4:   Tuesday 17th October – Wednesday 13th December 
 

 
 

FIRE PROCEDURES 
The fire season is upon us and this year it will officially start in 
the Mount Lofty Ranges on 17th November.  Our school 
procedures can be found in the Parent Portal on our website. 
Please read the procedures carefully so you are well informed.  
We hope this will also prompt you to review your own family 
Bushfire Action Plan taking into consideration the school’s 
plans.   

Please note:  The school is closed on a day with a Fire 
Danger Rating of Catastrophic for the Mt Lofty Ranges. 

 

The school also reserves the right to close on a Severe or 
Extreme Fire Danger day if deemed necessary.  Parents will 
be notified of this decision and be given as much notice as is 
practicable.  It is up to parents to check the Bureau of 
Meteorology website (www.bom.gov.au) for the forecast and 

Fire Danger rating issued after 4pm each day.  
 

If you have any concerns or further questions please do not 
hesitate to speak with Cathy. 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

ALFIE KOHN – A thought provoking and inspiring presentation by the 
renowned American author Alfie Kohn of his first tour of Australia.  For 
educators, parents and anyone with a strong social conscience about the 
rights of children. Saturday 12 November 2.30pm-4.30pm. Tickets $20. 
Bookings www.alfiekohnaustralia.com.au 
 
MT BARKER AND DISTRICTS LITTLE ATHLETICS – Ages 3-17 years.  Season 
begins Friday 21st October @ 4.30pm.  . Go to www.mbdlac.org.au or 
email info@mbdlac.org.au 
 

INPOT ARTS WORKSHOPS – Workshops for Term 4 - Drama Games with Delia 
Olam, Summer Splash!! – Street Theatre with Chiara Gabrielli, 
Stiltwalking & Juggling for 9-15 year olds with Tony Hanna, Adelaide Hills 
Ukulele Group with Christopher Carr & Circus Expressions of Interest for 
workshops for 4-6 year olds and 7-9 years olds to talk place Monday 
afternoons after school with Jess Pierce.  Go to www.inkpotcom , email 
quill@inkpot.com.au or call 0429 673 327 for further information on any of 
these workshops. 
 

Yultiwirra Campus  -  12 Anderson Road, Aldgate  SA  5154 
Wairoa Campus  -  142 Mt Barker Road, Aldgate  SA 5154 
Tel: (08) 8339 6842                              Fax:  (08)  8370 9538 

Email: enquiries@montessori.sa.edu.au 
Web site  www.montessori.sa.edu.au 

School Dates & Info 
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