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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Welcome back to Term 2, I hope you enjoyed the term break. 
We are very excited to announce that in-line with our school policy to reduce the amount of paper we use; we 
are introducing a mobile app ‘Skoolbag’ this term. Skoolbag will allow us to communicate directly to parents 
through their smartphone, and will significantly reduce the amount of paper currently being sent home with 
students as well as lost notes at the bottom of school bags!  

Skoolbag will provide access to key school information including: 
Newsletters, permission notes, absentees, events calendar, school documents, school alerts and The Hills 
Montessori School social media feed on Facebook. 
We ask that parents download the App and become familiar with navigating through the features it offers. 
Please visit the App Store and search for “The Hills Montessori School”.  You will see our school logo, click 
“Get” & “Open”.  Click OK to receive push notifications when asked.  Click on the “More” button on the 
bottom right of the App, then “Setup Push Notifications” and toggle on the Push categories that are applicable 
to you. You can also register your email address to get notifications.  To do this go to “home”, click “eForms”, 
click “Email subscription form” and select which mailing lists you wish to receive notifications for and then fill in 
your details and submit. 
We will continue to send home information to parents in a paper format throughout Term 2, however this will 
cease at the end of Term 2. 
As of Term 3, Skoolbag will become our main form of communication with parents so please act upon this 
NOW! 
Skoolbag can be accessed through iPhone, Android and Windows based systems. If you do not have a smart 
phone, you will still be able to access and utilise Skoolbag through our website. 
We hope that this exciting new communication tool will not only reduce paper waste but also be an easy to use, 
efficient communication system for parents to keep in touch with everything that is happening at school.  We 
would love your feedback once you have started using the app! 
  !
!
Cathy France –Principal
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SKOOLBAG APP 
Did You Know?? 
Reporting My Child’s Absence 
You can advise the school that your child will be absent using the 
Skoolbag App.   

1. Go to Home 
2. Click eForms 
3. Click Absentee Form 
4. Complete the details required eg name, class,
parent’s name, date, reasons for absence 
5. Sign in the space provided using your finger 
6. View summary & click submit 

This will then be emailed to Reception.  It’s that easy!

STAFFING CHANGES 
This term there are a few slight changes to our staffing. 
We welcome back Maree Clarke from Long Service Leave.  Maree 
will resume the Music program at Yultiwirra that is offered to 
students from Cycle 1 Preschool to Cycle 3. 
Leah Johns, who was working in the Cycle 1 Primary classes in Term 
1 as an assistant has moved to Cycle 2 this term to work as a full 
time assistant supporting students with learning difficulties and 
disabilities. 
Subsequently we have appointed Karen Nietschke to the Cycle 1 
school assistant position for the remainder of the year.  We welcome 
Karen to our staff and school community. 



AGM – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Please enter Tuesday, 23rd May 6.00pm in your diary as the date of the 
SCHOOL’S AGM. 
This year THE AGM will be held at YULTIWIRRA CAMPUS. 
Following the AGM there will be wine, cheese and chatter. I encourage 
parents to attend the evening.  The Board nomination form and 
information about the AGM will be sent home next week.  Board 
Nominations need to be lodged at the school office by Friday 5th May.  If you 
would like to discuss board member obligations, see Cathy in the office.  

TERM 2 SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
A sausage sizzle will be held this Friday for Yultiwirra 
students.  Orders needed to be submitted last term.  The 
Class Parent Reps organise & host this special lunch 
for the students to celebrate the beginning of each 
term!  We thank the parent reps for volunteering their 
time to assist with the lunch. 

STUDENT ABSENTEEISM – WHOLE SCHOOL 
We ask that all families take note of the absenteeism procedures and follow 
them to assist us with our day-to-day running and administration of the 
school.   
If your child will be absent for the day and you have not informed the 
school previously, parents are required to phone the school on the 
morning to let us know the reason for the absence and length of the 
absence.  
If we have not received a phone call by 9.30am on the day, the school will 
SMS or call to confirm their whereabouts.  These calls are made for safety 
and legal reasons; however, we really need parents to take on this 
responsibility and make the first call on the first day of absence.   
Any students arriving late need to report to the school office to advise of 
their arrival and sign the student register or they will remain marked as 
absent. 
The law requires that all children who are 6 years old and over attend 
school.  If you are wanting to take your child out of school during term time 
for family holidays or any other reason, this needs to be put in writing to 
the Principal stating that you wish to seek an exemption from school with 
the dates and the reason for your child’s absence.  The Principal has the 
power to grant an exemption from school; however official paperwork is 
required for extended periods and authorities are notified.   

TERM 2 SHARING ASSEMBLIES– YULTIWIRRA 
We wish to invite all parents/caregivers to our “sharing assemblies” this 
term held at Yultiwirra campus, where students have the opportunity to 
share their work with the rest of the school.  Please make a note of the 
dates and place it in your diary: 
Wed 31st May 11.30am - Cycle 1 & 2 & Indonesian 
Thursday 6th July 9.30am – Cycle 3 & 4 sharing work 

STUDENT ABSENTEEISM – WHOLE SCHOOL 

We welcome the following students and their families to our school this 
term: 
Cycle 1 Preschool – Isla Hambling, Kai Richardson, Roisin Wild, Hazel 
Whitson,  
Cycle 1 Primary – Aubrie Parkes 
Cycle 2 – Lucy Whitson 
Cycle 3 - Mater Vandeleur, Jack Schuddebeurs  
We also welcome new families to Transition and Infant Program. 

NAPLAN TESTING – WHOLE SCHOOL 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. 
Students enrolled in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be participating in Naplan 
Testing next week on Tuesday 9, Wednesday 10 and Thursday 11  May 
(Term 2 Week 2).  
NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four domains of Reading, Writing, 
Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and 
Numeracy.  
All students are encouraged to participate in the tests.  Involvement in 
testing against the National Benchmarks is linked with receipt of 
Government funding and we are therefore, as a school, obliged to 
participate.  We view student participation as developing a “life skill” 
and teachers assist students in their preparation leading up to the 
testing week. 
In previous years we have found that the results confirm what our own 
testing regime and professional judgment have identified, and thus we 
use the reports from this National Testing as part of our overall 
assessment practices.  Results will be posted to the school and we will 
notify parents when we receive the reports so the results can be 
interpreted together with your child’s class teacher.   
More information is available at www.naplan.edu.au 
If your child is in Years 3, 5, 7 or 9 please notify the school if your child 
will be absent during next week.  All children in these year levels will sit 
the tests unless an exemption or withdrawal has been arranged prior.  If 
you do not wish for your child to sit the tests for philosophical or 
personal reasons please come and speak to Cathy ASAP. 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS –WHOLE SCHOOL 
Information/order forms will be distributed with this newsletter.  For 
only $70 you’ll receive over $20,000 worth of valuable offers! – some 
with 50% off and 2-for-1 offers for many restaurants, attractions, 
hotels, travel, shopping and much more!  (The school receives $14 for 
each book sold). 
Books will be available next week to purchase from the school office 
or you may prefer the new Digital Membership to have with you at 
your fingertips on your smartphone. 

COMMUNITY LOTTERY– WHOLE SCHOOL 
Australian Central Community Lottery books will be distributed next 
week.   
If you do not want one to sell please let the office know now.   
There are fantastic prizes in the lottery and for every $2 ticket we sell 
the school receives $2!  Ask friends, family and work colleagues to buy 
a ticket to be in the running for some great prizes and to support the 
school. 

SECOND HAND FURNITURE 
Last term we had a big clean out of some of our storage areas.  There 
are a number of old school desks and chairs that are superfluous to our 
needs.  If families can use any of this furniture please take a look at it 
along the fire track next to the Preschool.  If you would like to 
purchase anything please come to the office and make us an offer of a 
small donation! 

DRUM LESSONS 
The school has arrangements with specialist music teachers to provide 
private music lessons for students during school hours.  This year we 
are offering drum lessons as well as piano, guitar & voice. 
If your child would like to commence learning the drums, please collect 
a form with all of the details from the school office. 

http://www.naplan.edu.au
http://www.naplan.edu.au
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HAPPY EASTER FROM OSHC! 
We hope you all had a great Easter holiday and are rested ready for Term 
2 at school and OSHC. 
These Easter holidays, OSHC enjoyed many activities and outings, 
despite the weather being a little dreary. We went to the Farm Barn and 
the Mt Barker cinema to see Boss Baby. We enjoyed Wheels Day, face 
painting and dress up's. We also welcomed two past Montessori students 
into Vacation Care.  We cooked, created and got messy with goo and 
made an OSHC town with a road, café and cubbies.  We all had lots of 
fun in Vacation Care! 
We welcomed a new OSHC worker to the Vacation Care team, Andrew 
Jenkins, who is currently studying Education at university. 
Thank you to all the OSHC staff team for their work during the Vacation 
Care break and thank you to the OSHC children for their input in 
helping to plan the Easter Vacation Care program. 
We farewelled Joseph Robinson who has been a big part of our OSHC 
for a number of years. Joe will be missed but we hope to see him again in 
our next Vacation Care. 

Sammi Rolt – OSHC Coordinator 

Quotes from Vacation Care! 
Tyler: I had my face painted as Bruce from Finding Nemo 
Charlie: We have a new dolls house at OSHC. 
Ava: I looked after the chickens at school and collected eggs. 
Oscar: I made the biggest cubby. 
Jayden: I fed the lambs ( at the Farm Barn) 
Jesse: The pizza was so yummy ( we made pizzas!) !
OSHC BOOKINGS 
We are aware that it is normal for OSHC to obtain casual bookings for 
children to access the service.  We are also aware that especially in the 
colder months, due to sickness; cancellations may need to happen from 
time to time. Our OSHC service must always (as per legislation & 
regulations) ensure that there is an appropriate number of staff rostered 
on to accommodate the numbers.  The ratio we need to adhere to is one 
staff member for every 10 children.  If the number is projected to go 
over 10 then a second staff member is called in.  If children do not turn 
up when they are booked in, then we find ourselves over staffed and 
paying for unnecessary wages.  Subsequently it is OSHC policy that if 
families do not cancel a booking within 24 hours (sickness excluded) then 
parents will be charged for the visit.   

DID YOU KNOW? 
OSHC provides breakfast! For $10 your child can eat breakfast in 
before school care and play with friends before classes start for the day.  
In Term 2 on Monday and Tuesday mornings, Sammi makes fresh 
pancakes for a warm winter treat for breakfast! Before school care 
breakfast bookings are essential! 

CONTACT OSHC 
To make a booking or to speak with Sammi contact her on:  
0455 232 424 OSHC mobile 
8339 6842 Ext #3 (message facility) 
oshc@montessori.sa.edu.au  

mailto:oshc@montessori.sa.edu.au
mailto:oshc@montessori.sa.edu.au
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TERM 2 DIARY DATES (FOR THE COMING FORTNIGHT) 

Thursday May 4 
Policy Meeting 4.00pm 
Friday May 5 
Yultiwirra Sausage Sizzle 
Week 2 
Year 10 student’s work experience week 
Monday May 8 
Road Safety session for Cycle 1 & 2 students 
Tuesday May 9 – Thursday May 11 
NAPLAN Testing 
Tuesday May 9 
Facilities Meeting (Yultiwirra) 8am 
Finance Meeting 6.00pm 
Friday May 12 
Fundraising Meeting 9.15am 
Sunday May 14 
Mother’s Day 
Tuesday May 16 
Year 8 Immunisations 
Parent Rep Meeting held @ Wairoa 1.30pm – 3.00pm 
Executive Meeting 6.00pm 
Board Meeting 7.00pm !
KEY DATES FOR TERM 2 
Tuesday May 23 
AGM held at Yultiwirra – 6.00pm 
Thursday May 25 
Parent Get Together – Wairoa Café 9.15am 
Wednesday May 31 
Sharing Assembly 11.30am 
Cycle 1 & 2 sharing  All parents welcome! 
Thursday June 1 
Parent Education – 6.30pm 
Tuesday June 6 
Adolescent Program Information Evening - For Yultiwirra  
& interested parents 
Thursday June 15 
Cycle 1 & 2 Music concert – 6.30pm 
Saturday June 17 
Quiz Night 
Monday June 19 
Parent Education – Cycle 1 Transition 9.15am 
Monday June 26 
Parent Get Together – Yultiwirra 9.15am 
Tues June 27, Wed June 28, Thurs June 30 
Coffeehouse Cabaret – Wairoa 
Monday July 3 – Friday July 7 
Collaborative Interviews - Yultiwirra 
Thursday July 6 
Sharing Assembly 9.30am 
Cycle 3 & 4 sharing. All parents welcome! 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
The unknown energy that can help humanity is that 
which lies hidden within the child. 
Maria Montessori

TERM DATES 
TERM 2: Tuesday 2nd May – Friday 7th July 
TERM 3: Tuesday 25th July - Friday 29th September 
TERM 4: Tuesday 17th October – Wednesday 13th December

PARENT GET TOGETHERS– WHOLE SCHOOL 
This term we will hold another two “parent get togethers” so parents can 
meet, mingle and chat.  One get together will be held at Yultiwirra and one 
at Wairoa campus.  All parents are invited to both occasions no matter 
which campus your child attends!  This is a great opportunity to visit the 
Wairoa campus where the adolescent students will be providing coffee & 
cake as part of their economic enterprises.  Please note:  the adolescent 
students charge a reasonable price for a great coffee and beautiful 
homemade cake at the Wairoa get together.  Please make a note of the 
two dates and place them in your diary – “come along and have a cuppa! “ 

➢ Thursday 25th May  – 9.15am – Wairoa Campus 

➢ Monday 26th June  – 9.15am – Yultiwirra Campus !
COMMUNITY NEWS 
FREE COMIC BOOK DAY @ COVENTRY LIBRARY, STIRLING  
Saturday 6th May 12-2pm 
Free comic books, comic drawing workshops, competitions + prizes 
Bookings phone 8408 0400 !
BIRDWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL BIRDWOOD FARM DAY  
Sunday 21st May 10am-4pm Chalks Campground (Warren Road), Mt 
Crawford Forest 
Adults $8, children free max $15 per car!
IS THERE A FUSSY EATER IN YOUR FAMILY?  
Nourish offers a Food Education & Wellness Coaching Service  
specialising in positive food relationships, fussy eater support & family food 
dynamics 
www.nourishfoodeducation.com 
Phone 0407 701 334, Suite1/2 Johnson St, Stirling !
GRASSHOPPER SOCCER FOR GIRLS AND BOYS AGED 2-12.   
Term 2 Enrolments are now open online.   
For more information visit website, www.grasshoppersoccer.com.au 
OR facebook page, facebook.com/GrasshopperSoccerSouthernAdelaide 
OR contact Daniel by phone 0433 422 347 or email 
daniel@grasshoppersoccer.com.au !

http://www.grasshoppersoccer.com.au
mailto:daniel@grasshoppersoccer.com.au
http://www.grasshoppersoccer.com.au
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