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FAMILY WELCOME 
The weather was balmy and ideal for the Family Welcome last 

Friday night.  Many families attended and it was pleasing to 

see so many of our new families come along to meet other 

parents and staff.  The children enjoyed the circus show in the 

hall with ‘Katie Wright Dynamite’ who many children knew from 

the ABC3 TV show Hoopla Doopla.  She ‘wowed’ everyone 

with her hoola hoop  and juggling skills!  There was a lovely 

sense of community and thanks to the many families who 

attended.  

 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 
An assembly was held for the 

preschool and primary school students 

on the first day of the year where  we 

talked about the ‘Year of Kindness’ in 

our school and what that looks like, 

feels like and sounds like.  Following 

the assembly, Mary Burnard from Ruth & Tony’s Cycle 1 class 

was inspired to return to her class and make a card to the 

whole school.  She drew a beautiful picture and wrote, 

 ‘To The Hills Montessori School, I LOVE School.” 

I’m told that a Cycle 3 student greeted 

Lyndal this week with a big smile and a 

warm welcome as she arrived for her 

Indonesian lesson.  Another student 

picked blackberries for Lisa the piano 

teacher.  Another student told me that he 

asked some older students if he could 

play in their cubby with them at lunch and 

they happily agreed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
I would like to welcome students, parents and staff to the 2015 school year. I particularly welcome the new students and families 

and look forward to their involvement and input into our school. 

Welcome also to the following new staff members to our school and staff team: Chantel Tilley (Cycle 1 teacher) and Robert 

Doolan (Groundsman). 

The staff and I decided at the beginning of this year that 2015 will be the “Year of Kindness” in our school.  We are encouraging 

staff and students to practice ‘random acts of kindness’ for others.  Being kind is an enjoyable experience.  It makes you feel good 

and useful, and alive, and it validates you as a human being.  When you are kind it triggers a number of beneficial physical and 

psychological responses.  The most obvious response is the ‘feel good’ sensation.  When you do something good, your body 

rewards you by releasing endorphins.  The person who receives a kind act experiences the ‘feel good’ response too.  It’s a nice 

experience when someone smiles at you, or thanks you, or compliments you, or helps you in some way.  It creates a bonding, and 

in that moment there is a greater sense of worth about yourself and others.  Small acts of kindness have a positive effect on both 

your physical and mental well-being.   

I hope families will also take on our “Kindness” focus for the year and encourage their children to practice ‘random acts of 
kindness’ not only within their family group but that older students will also reach out in the wider community.  I would love to hear 
about any random acts of kindness involving our school community so we can include some in future Newsletters.  This week is 
“International Random Acts of Kindness week” so there is no better time to start, than now!  

Cathy France –Principal 

No act of kindness is too small.  The gift of kindness may start as a ripple that over time can 
turn into a tidal wave affecting the lives of many.  Kevin Heath 

Photos from the Circus Show 

last Friday night at the 

Family Welcome. 



School News 

BOARD VACANCY 
Unfortunately due to work commitments Peter Kupniewski has 
had to stand down from his Board position.  We sincerely 
thank Peter for his input and contributions during his time on 
the Board.  This has created a vacancy on the Board.  If you 
are interested in joining the Board please come into the office 
and complete a nomination form &/or speak to Cathy about the 
commitments of the position.   
Nominations are due by Friday 27

th
 February. 

 

PARENT GET TOGETHERS 
This year we will hold two “parent get togethers” (coffee 
mornings) each term so parents can meet, mingle and chat.  

One get together will be held at Yultiwirra and one at Wairoa 
campus.  But all parents are invited to both occasions no 
matter which campus your child attends!  This is a great 
opportunity to visit the Wairoa campus where the adolescent 
students will be providing coffee & cake as part of their 
economic enterprises.  Please make a note of the two dates 
and place them in your diary –“come along and have a cuppa!’ 
 

 Monday 23
rd

 Feb – 9.15am – Yultiwirra Campus 
 Friday 27

th
 March– 9.15am – Wairoa Campus 

 

 

FAREWELL 
We bid farewell to Janet Potter who has worked in our OSHC 

and Vacation Care for the past 7 months.  Janet is taking up a 
permanent full time child care position in another Montessori 
centre.  We thank Janet for all of her great work in OSHC 
particularly when she took on the acting Directors role last 
year.  We will miss her and we wish her all the very best.  
 

FOOTWEAR & SUN HAT PROTECTION 
Please ensure that your child wears appropriate footwear & 
clothing to school particularly on the days they participate in 

PE or fitness activities.  Check with your child’s teacher as to 
which days these sessions occur.  Thongs are not appropriate 
footwear for school as they provide little protection for children 
whilst they are playing in the bush. 
 

Please remember that we are a Sun Smart School and all 
students are required to wear a broad brimmed hat and 
appropriate clothing to protect the skin when going outside 

for any activity.  Sun block is provided by the school and 
students are taught by the school adults to apply it before 
leaving the classroom.  Please ensure that your child has a 
named sunhat that can be kept in his/her bag or on the hat 

stand in the classroom. 
 

School sunhats with the school logo are available for sale 
from the school office, in navy or bottle green:  slouch $13 and 
legionnaires $11.  
 

FIRE PROCEDURES 
The Fire procedures are included as an insert in this 
Newsletter to inform families of school procedures in the case 
of a bushfire.  Please read the procedures carefully so you are 
well informed.  We hope this has prompted you to review your 
own family Bushfire Action Plan taking into consideration the 
school’s plans.   

Please note:  The school is closed on a day with a Fire 
Danger Rating of Catastrophic for the Mt Lofty Ranges. 

 

The school also reserves the right to close on a Severe or 
Extreme Fire Danger day if deemed necessary.  Parents will 
be notified of this decision and be given as much notice as is 
practicable.  It is up to parents to check the Bureau of 
Meteorology website (www.bom.gov.au) for the forecast and 
Fire Danger rating issued after 4pm each day  
 

If you have any concerns or further questions please do not 
hesitate to speak with Cathy. 
 
 

INFORMATION NIGHTS 
 

Wairoa Campus Information Night will be held 
next Wednesday 18th Feb 

 

Yultiwirra Campus Information Night will be 
held on Wednesday 25th Feb 

 

At Information nights teaching staff provide parents with vital 
information covering their program and plans for this year, 
expectations of the classroom and cycle, and characteristics of 
the particular age group.  Parents will also have the 
opportunity to ask questions concerning the routines and 
practices of their child’s class.  We seek the support of parents 
on these nights and hope that you will find these sessions 
beneficial.  We believe a strong partnership between the 
school and parents is crucial in establishing a successful 
learning environment for your child.   
 

A letter about both the Wairoa Campus Information Night 
and the Yultiwirra Information Night will be sent home this 
week.  
 

A crèche for your child/ren (3 years and over) will be provided 
at the Yultiwirra Information night while parents attend the 
meeting/s.  Please convey whether you require this on the tear 
off slip and return it to the office to assist us with our planning.  
We have endeavoured to allocate times that will not clash for 
too many families.  However, if you find this is the case, please 
approach your class teacher/s.   
 

We urge all parents to attend these important evenings. 
 

 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS 
 

Volunteers can make a significant contribution to the life of The 
Hills Montessori School by sharing their time, interests and 
expertise to complement programs offered by the school and 
adding to the range of learning experiences available to the 
students. 
 

In order to comply with the Child Protection Act and our school 
procedures parent volunteers who regularly work with students 
in classrooms are asked to undertake a police check and 

attend a Volunteers training session.  If you are interested in 
assisting in your child’s classroom a Volunteer Training 
Session will be held next Thursday 19

th
 February 9.00am.  

Please register your interest at the office. 
 

We encourage parents to become actively involved in the 
school in whatever way they are able.  Please refer to our 
Parent Involvement Brochure, which is being sent home with 

this Newsletter for further details about the many ways in 
which parents are able to participate in our school’s 
operations. 
 

TRANSPORT TO & FROM SCHOOL 
Primary students who will be travelling regularly on a bus 
service from school or walking or riding their bike home 
must fill in a TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS FORM with parents giving 

consent and details of the arrangements made for their child.  
We will send forms home to anyone we currently know who 
catches the bus or walks home; however if you do not receive 
one of these forms this week please come to the office to 
complete the required details.  
 

 

HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES 
We send deepest sympathy and caring thoughts to Rachel and 

Zen Dejanovic and their family on the passing of their 

husband /father; George Dejanovic 
 

Our thoughts are with them at this difficult time. 
 

  

http://www.bom.gov.au/


News from the Cycles 

INFANT PROGRAM 
Finlay enjoying  
his first day at  

school in the  
Infant Program.  

 
 

CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL  
In our first week of Preschool 
we have been learning about 
the senses and in particular the 
sense of sight along with the 
parts of the eye. In conjunction 
with this we have been learning 
about primary colours. 
Matching objects to the primary 
colours has been a popular 
activity among many of the 

preschool children while the extended 
day children enjoyed making primary 
colour crayon scratching’s. Zoe 
Sanders (Lisa’s room) commented 
‘Primary colours are actually the 
Crows colours’ and ‘I actually just 
realised that blue and yellow make 
green!’ while Luca Were (Emily’s 
room) said ‘It’s got blue, red and 
yellow’ for his crayon scratching. 
 

 
 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY  
Cycle 1 children have had a happy 
start to the new year.  Children are 
busy with new activities and 
routines. In Visual Art we are 
exploring colour and shape.  On 
Friday the children and Ruth cook.  
This week the class made 
pancakes.  Children participate in 
every part of the process including 
washing 

–up as 
part of our Practical Life program. 
Dante said as he ate his pancake, 
“I’m eating Australia”. Louis replied, 
“I’m eating Queensland.” Talk about 

metacognitive eating!  
 

 
CYCLE 2  

We welcomed two new families to our class 
and school community – Oliver and his 
parents Meg & Richard and Alicia and her 
parents Lula & Mark.  As an icebreaker and 
community forming activity we made Button 
Buddies this week.  The older children in 
the class were the ’experts’ and helped the 
new children make their buddies.  There 
was 

a 
flurry of pipe cleaners, 
buttons and wool as 
amazing ‘Buddies’ 
emerged.  They were 
even more excited to be 
able to take them home.  

 

CYCLE 3  
Both cycle 3 classes have settled in to 
the new school year and are off to a 
positive start!  Our focus thus far has 
been building a strong Cycle 3 
community and each class has 
participated in various team building 
and ‘getting to know you’ activities.  
All class members contributed and 
agreed to a class commitment to each 
other based on respect for ourselves, 
each other and the school environment.  
“On day one our class did a construction challenge where we 
had to build houses out of card and other objects. We could 
choose to build the strongest house, tallest house or the most 
creative house”  Lizzie .   
 

We related this back to our own class and how we must all 
pitch in, to ‘construct’ a class that supports each other, strives 
to do our best and contributes creative ideas and solutions.  
As a whole cycle we shared an Indonesian/ fitness session 
where we practiced saying and recognising colours in 
Indonesian as a part of a game called Golden Bridge.   
We also participated in a ‘Hover 
Board Challenge’ and worked 
together as a whole cycle to 
problem solve our way to 
‘treasure island’!  Students 
showed cooperation, good 
communication skills, 
persistence,and strong 
leadership skills.  Students soon 
realised that they must work as a 
whole cycle to complete the challenge.  

 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS (YR 10)  
WAIROA CAMPUS 
On the second day of the 2015 
school year we were out and about 
in the wider community on our 
annual big day out.  First we headed 
to the Central Market to buy our 
picnic lunches.  Then we caught the 
tram down to Glenelg where we 
completed a fun photo challenge in 
our new advisory groups, ate lunch and then were given the 
option to have a swim or leisurely stroll along the beach.  Since 
then we have been settling back into our new classes, getting 
to know one another and just 
generally being nice people!  
 

A request to the school 
community: We’d love to have 
someone sharpen our kitchen 
knives for us.  If you can help us 
with this please call 8339 1858 
and ask for Rhonda or Pippa. 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO NEW STUDENTS  
We welcome the following new students and their families to 
our school as well as some new Infant Program families. 
Welcome to preschool children:  Lucca, Oscar Holland, 

Oscar Were, Lachlan, Emily, Samuel, Lucy, Carter, Bentley, 

Finn Moore, Violet, Oliver, Saskia, Remington, Finn O’Connor, 

Hope, Joseph, Tyler, Kiri, Russell, Logan, Joshua & Daisy. 

Welcome to Cycle 1 primary:  Seth & Sasha 

Welcome to Cycle 2:  Alicia & Oliver.  Welcome back Scarlett 

Welcome to Cycle 3:  Angus, Yasmin & Ruby 

Welcome to Cycle 4:  Zara & Harrison.   

                                     Welcome back Jonathan & Finn 
 



School News 

 

TERM 1 DIARY DATES 
 

Thursday February 12 
CPR meeting – 4.00pm 
 

Tuesday February 17 
Executive Meeting – 6.00pm 
Board Meeting       – 7.00pm 
 

Wednesday February 18 
Wairoa Welcome & Information Evening – 6pm 
 

Thursday February 19 
Volunteers Training session – 9.15am 
Billy Cart Leadership Session for Yr 6 students 
Chess Club begins 
 

Monday February 23 
Parent Morning Tea & Get Together – 9am 
Yultiwirra Common Room – All Welcome! 
 

Tuesday February 24 
Special Project Task Group (SPTG) Meeting –– 4.00pm 
 

Wednesday February 25 
Yultiwirra Information Evening – 6pm 
 

Thursday February 26 
Yr 6 Student Leaders Day 
OHS&W meeting – 3.45pm 
 

Friday February 27 
Schools Clean Up Day 
 
 

 

KEY DATES FOR TERM 1 
 

Friday  March 6 
Sharing Assembly – Yultiwirra Campus  
9.30am – Parents Welcome! 
 

Thursday March 12 
Parent Discussion Gp 9.30 - Yultiwirra Common Room 
Facilitator: Ellie Ross (Student Wellbeing Worker)  
 

McNirt Hates Dirt performance 
 

Week 7 
Interview week @ Wairoa 
 

Tuesday March 17 
Open Day – Yultiwirra Campus 10am – 12 noon 
 

Thursday March 19 
Parent Education evening – 6.30pm 
‘Introduction to Montessori Philosophy’ 
 

Sunday March 22 
Cake Stall @ Stirling Market 
 

Friday March 27 
Wairoa cafe – 9.15am ‘Come along for a cuppa!’ 
Wairoa Campus – All Welcome! 
 

Week 9 
Interview week @ Yultiwirra 
 

Tuesday March 31- Thursday April 2 
Adolescent Orientation Camp 
 

Wednesday April 8 
Sharing Assembly – Yultiwirra Campus  
2.30am – Parents Welcome! 
 

Friday April 11 
Family Breakfast – 8.15am 
Yultiwirra Campus – All Welcome! 
 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“The conflict between the grown-up and the child begins when the 

child has reached a point where he can do things on his own.” 
 

Maria Montessori 
 

TERM DATES  2015 

TERM 1:   Tuesday 3rd February - Friday 10th April 

TERM 2:   Tuesday 28th April      – Friday 3rd July 

TERM 3:   Tuesday 21st July        - Friday 25th September 

TERM 4:   Tuesday 13th October – Wednesday 9th December 

 

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION 
 

School Newsletters are distributed to the eldest child in each 

family each fortnight on a Wednesday. 
 

Newsletters are a vital link between school and home and an 

invaluable source of communication with the aim of keeping 

you informed of current and upcoming events and highlights of 

school life, so please take the time to read them carefully. 
 

Please ensure that you obtain your Newsletter each 

fortnight –if you do not receive your copy,  

please ask your child’s teacher. 

Also check that you receive all inserts as listed. 
 

If you have opted to have your Newsletter emailed this will 

happen as soon as we get our records updated.  You will need 

to check your child’s school bag for any inserts or collect them 

from the office. 
 

You can also find the Newsletter online at our website each 

week.  www.montessori.sa.edu.au 
 

 

2015 LUNCH ORDER LIST 
 

There have been some price increases for lunch orders 
which will be effective as from now.  You can collect the new 

price list from the office or when you’re next placing an order.   
 

Something New:  Each Wednesday a new Fresh Pasta dish 

with homemade tomato salsa & parmesan cheese will be 
available in 3 different sizes (on display in the office). 
Please note:  Orders for this must be made on Tuesday: 
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS on new arrivals: 

 Tina & Patrick Darula  - a son, Johnathon. 

 Sascha & Michael Ferguson – a son Otto. 
 

 

There will be NO ART CLASSES this term but they will 

commence again next term. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

RAIDERS FOOTBALL (Bridgewater/Callington) FREE 4 week program 

commencing this Sunday, 15th Feb for boys & girls aged 5-13yrs.  Further 
info or to book Ph: Brenton on 0408 609 452 or conollywilson@activ8.net.au  
 

EASTERN MAVERICKS AUSSIE HOOPS  6 week program commencing this 

Sunday, 15th Feb at Adelaide Hills Recreation Centre, Mt Barker for 5-10yr 
olds.  Ph: 0427 796 145 or www.easternmavericks.com.au  
 

ALDGATE NETBALL CLUB registration 5-7pm Friday, 20th Feb at the 

Aldgate Courts, Kemp Road.  Ph: Bernie 0414 551 236 or   
wizzas4@optusnet.com.au  
 

MILO in2CRICKET Program has commenced at Bridgewater & Aldgate 

Ovals this week for ages 5-8yrs.  For more info: www.in2cricket.com.au and 
type in your postcode. 

School Dates & Info 

http://www.montessori.sa.edu.au/
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