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FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
I can’t quite believe that we are already at the end of Term 1!  The term has certainly 

gone past very quickly.  It has been a busy term and very positive.  Students and staff 

have embraced the “Year of Kindness” throughout the term.  Showing care, respect, 

consideration and kindness to others is certainly a strong tenet of the Montessori 

philosophy.  Children learn these values through good role modelling from both adults 

and older peers, but also through explicit teaching and explicit identification of 

behaviours linked with these values.  Subsequently throughout the term we have 

highlighted acts of kindness as part of the explicit behaviours that we encourage from all 

students. 

There have been a number of very positive community building activities throughout the 

term such as the Community Breakfast held at Yultiwirra last week.  Thanks to the class 

parent reps, staff and fundraising committee for helping to make this a success.  It was 

wonderful to get together as a community near the end of the term and to also be 

entertained by the Cycle 2 recorder group and Cycle 2 choir. 

For the students it has been wonderful to end the term on a positive note by getting 

together for the Cycle 2, 3 & 4 Games Day held at Yultiwirra, a sharing assembly and an 

Indonesian performance.  Thanks to the staff, parents, volunteers and students for a 

terrific term of diverse learning opportunities.  May the two week holiday break be restful 

and happy for all.     Cathy France –Principal 

FILM FUNDRAISER REVIEW– WHOLE SCHOOL 
 

On Sunday 29
th
 March a large contingent of Montessori folk – students, teachers, and parents 

– enjoyed a community outing to the Mt Barker cinema for a screening of Paper Planes with a 

BBQ afterwards. 

Raffle tickets were on sale in the foyer before the movie for two great prizes, baskets filled with 

books and treats, one for the kids and one for the adults. 

The movie was a delight, perfect for all ages, and we all enjoyed it, even those who had to wipe 

a tear or two away towards the end of the film! While there was a theme of following your 

dreams, there was also a strong underlying theme of kindness. Within the film there were many 

instances of the characters being kind to each other, often unexpectedly. It was through these 

acts of kindness that the real rewards of the film were revealed. 

At the BBQ afterwards there was a frenzy of paper plane making amongst young and old, and 

then sausage sandwiches were knocked off by hungry paper aviators. The afternoon was 

completed with the drawing of the raffles, which were won by the Huang family and Aziza 

Stevens (Cycle 3 student). 

A total of approx. $550 was raised. A fantastic effort but really the fun of enjoying an extra-

curricular activity as a school community was the real winner.   

Georgia & Pete Richmond Cycle 1 parents 

FILM FUNDRAISER 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to Georgia 
Richmond for initiating this 

new fundraiser.  We greatly 
appreciate her work, effort 
and organisational skills in 
“making this happen!” 
We also thank the 
fundraising committee and 
others who assisted on the 
day or helped with the 
organisation prior to the 
event. 

Photos taken at 
the BBQ that 

followed the Paper 
Plane Film 
Fundraiser. 



School News 
 

FAREWELL ROCHELLE – WHOLE SCHOOL 
At the end of this term Rochelle Rogers will finish her work at 

the school.  Rochelle has worked in the school for nearly five 
years in the position of receptionist and more recently as 
Enrolment Officer and Finance Assistant.  We thank Rochelle 
for her hard work and we wish her all the very best for the 
future. 
 

 

VACATION CARE – YULTIWIRRA 
The Vacation Care Program will operate each day during the 
coming holidays from 7.30am to 6pm.  The program will also 
operate on Monday 27

th
 April (the pupil free day in week 1 of 

Term 2).  The program was sent home a few weeks ago as an 
insert to the OSHC Newsletter.  
 

If you are interested in your child attending Vacation Care and 
have not already completed the booking form please make sure 
you do this ASAP and hand into the office or directly to Stacey.   
We are currently trying to finalise staffing and confirm excursion 
arrangements. 
 

 

PARENT VOLUNTEER FORMS & COMMUNITY 

SUPPORT FORMS – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Thank you to those parents who have returned either their 
Parent Volunteer Forms outlining how they are able to help in 
the school, or their community support forms outlining how they 
can support families in need in our community.  We value the 
contribution of all members of our school community and 
understand that not everyone is able to contribute in the same 
way.  Together we can enhance the educational experiences of 
our students and support each other when needed.  

It is not too late to return these forms to the office! 
 

 

WAIROA CAFÉ REVIEW – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Last Friday morning many school parents and friends enjoyed 
the ‘Autumn Crunch Cafe’ at Wairoa. As always the coffee and 
cakes were delicious (everyone wants the recipe for the 
Lumberjack cake!) and the atmosphere buzzing. It’s always nice 

to have a chance to get to know other school parents better. 
Wairoa coffee mornings are also a great opportunity for primary 
school parents to visit the lovely Wairoa site, and see the young 
adolescents in our school community demonstrating some of 
the confidence and skills they acquire in the amazing middle 
school program. It’s a special place. 

Catrin Daly - parent 
 

TERM 2 SAUSAGE SIZZLE - YULTIWIRRA 
A Sausage Sizzle note was sent home 2 weeks ago in 
preparation for our Term 2 Sausage Sizzle in the 1

st
 week 

(Friday 2
nd

 May).  Orders must be in by the last day of THIS 

term. Class Parent Reps are organising & hosting this special 
lunch for the students to celebrate the beginning of Term 2! 
 

 

EASTER FUNDRAISER – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Thank you to Katherine Evans for coordinating the recent 

Easter Bun fundraiser.  Many families took up the option of 
purchasing Kytons Easter Buns and we raised $200. 
 

 

LOST PROPERTY - YULTIWIRRA 
Quite a large amount of lost property has accumulated this term 
- it will be displayed until the end of term, currently hanging up 
in the courtyard.  Please check!  Whatever is left will be washed 
and donated to refugee families.  Thank you to the class parent 
reps for taking this responsibility on. 
 

 

AGM – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Please enter Tuesday, 26

th
 May 6.30pm in your diary as the 

date of the SCHOOL’S AGM.   
This year THE AGM will be held at YULTIWIRRA CAMPUS. 

We are pleased to inform the school community that we have 
invited three current parents who have all individually provided 
service and given of themselves to support three different 
charities/causes/groups.  You will hear about how they got 
involved, what inspired them and what the benefits they have 
experienced from being involved and giving of themselves. I 
encourage you to come and listen to their inspirational stories.  
We will end the evening with wine, cheese and chatter. I urge 
all parents to attend – it’s always an enjoyable evening (we 
keep the business section VERY brief!)  The Board nomination 
form and information about the AGM will be sent home in the 
first week of term 1.  Board Nominations need to be lodged 
at the school office by Friday 8

th
 May.  If you would like to 

discuss board member obligations see Cathy in the office. 
 

NAPLAN TESTING – WHOLE SCHOOL 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 
7 and 9 and has been an annual event for schools since 2008.  
Students enrolled in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be participating in 
Naplan Testing early next term on Tuesday 12, Wednesday 13 
and Thursday 14  May (Term 2 Week 3).  

NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four domains of Reading, 
Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and 
punctuation) and Numeracy.  
NAPLAN assesses skills in literacy and numeracy that are 
developed over time, through the school curriculum. NAPLAN 
shows how individual students are progressing in numeracy and 
literacy skills against national standards for all Australian 
children.  
All students are encouraged to participate in the tests.  
Involvement in testing against the National Benchmarks is 
linked with receipt of Government funding and we are therefore, 
as a school, obliged to participate.  We view student 
participation as developing a “life skill” and teachers assist 
students in their preparation leading up to the testing week. 
In previous years we have found that the results confirm what 
our own testing regime and professional judgment have 
identified and thus we use the reports from this National Testing 
as part of our overall assessment practices.  Results will be 
posted to the school and we will notify parents when we receive 
the reports so the results can be interpreted together with your 
child’s class teacher.   
More information is available at www.naplan.edu.au 
 

If your child is in Years 3, 5, 7 or 9 please notify the school 
if your child will be absent during this week.  All children in 
these year levels will sit the tests unless an exemption or 
withdrawal has been arranged prior.  If you do not wish for 
your child to sit the tests for philosophical or personal 
reasons please come and speak to Cathy ASAP. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

SUPPORT  
A few weeks ago I did the 
World’s Greatest Shave to raise 
awareness and funds for the 
Leukemia Foundation.  
I would like to thank all those 
who donated and responded 
positively and supportively.  It has been truly wonderful to feel 
the full support of the Montessori family.  In total I managed to 
raise $1,800 for families going through Leukemia treatment!  It 

has been a truly wonderful experience.  Time to get out the 
beanies!  Thanks again.   

Kathryn Driver  - OSHC Worker 
  

http://www.naplan.edu.au/


News from the Cycles 

INFANT PROGRAM 
Quote for the term comes from Dylan 

(pictured here finding animals in the lock 
box), without any prompting he informed 

us that "Cathy is king." 
 

 

CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL  
The Banksia Preschool class has been 
learning to care for their environment 
through the practical life skill of flower arranging.  The children 
have been very busy pouring water through a funnel into 
different sized vases, wiping up spills, trimming the flowers to 
length, cleaning up and displaying the arrangements around our 
room.  We love smelling & looking at the beautiful flower 
arrangements!  

‘Yes that’s enough water. I need the 
stem a bit shorter’  Ishya 
 
‘We could 
sell the 
flowers in a 
shop!’ 
James Y 
 

‘Do you like our beautiful flowers 
Emily?!’ Luca W 
 

 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY  
In the past few weeks, Ruth & 
Tony’s class have been introduced 
to yoga with Srey (Dante’s mum). 
The sessions have been taking 
place in the classroom, on Friday 
mornings for about 20 minutes.  “We 
have been practising balancing”, 
Mary reflected.  Dante said “In yoga 
we do forward dog, cat, the tree 
pose and tiger.  Maybe it’s called 
tiger.  Sometimes when I look up, I 
fall over!!”  (Whilst doing tree pose.)   
 

 

CYCLE 2  

Last week we were visited by the 
Responsible Pet Program presenter 
Sarah and her gorgeous dog Charlie.  
The aim of the session was to show the 
children safe 
ways to respond 
to both normal, 
happy dogs and 
also to angry 

dogs.  The children were able to role 
play some situations, discuss them and 
then re-enact them correctly and some 
of them  even got to pat Charlie, in the 
appropriate way of course!  

 
 

LEARNING SUPPORT WITH ANNE & TONY 
Anne and Tony have met with class teachers to discuss and 
document needs and goals for individual students.  The class 
and diagnostic testing has been carried out which forms part of 
the planning for individual student’s needs. 
 

Students who are new to the program have settled in well and 
meetings with parents are happening.  Most intervention is 
carried out in classrooms providing extra support for students to 
clarify their understanding and support their ability to 
successfully carry out learning tasks. 

 

CYCLE 3  
Each Friday of week 6, 7 and 
8, Cycle 3 participated in our 
Electives Program.  We got to 
experience many different 
activities including candle 
making, cooking & baking, 
sock puppet making, origami, 
painting mandalas, bike riding, 
rock climbing, orienteering and 

dry ice experiments.  Cycle 3 
would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the 
parents that volunteered to 
share their hobbies and 
interests with us. And who 
supervised and transported us 
to and from various locations.  
Without your support programs 
like this could not go ahead.  
 
 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS (YR 10) 
Girls and boys groups hiked independently to Woodhouse via 
Crafers, Mt Lofty and the Botanic Gardens last week.  We set 
up camp independently and each group explored ideas through 
discussions, games and other experiences, prepared meals and 
spent good times together.  Our traditional (after 2 years!) 
hosted meals were a great coming together.  The boys served 
the girls good homemade soup and crusty rolls for dinner.  
Sadly we had to abandon the beautiful candle-lit forest clearing 
when the rain came, but the conversation continued, still 
candle-lit, at a long table under 
the verandah.  The next morning 
the girls put on a hearty breakfast 
for the boys – a huge bowl of fruit 
salad and yoghurt, & then rounds 
of barbequed toasties.  On the 
final day we roamed Challenge 
Hill in advisory ‘villages’, all 
working together to help the 
group make it despite simulated 
injuries and challenges.  As a 
social culture setter, our first 
camp of the year remains a 
highlight, even for those who 
have been three times before!  
 

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
In December some of the best 
Australian Juniors came to 
Adelaide to play in the Lidums 
Young Masters Chess 
Tournament.  Over 60 children 
(involving a large group of chess 
players from the Adelaide Hills) 
played at the Adelaide Uni for 4 
days in different categories, 
including Hills Montessori student 
Matthew Daly.  Not only did he 
play some amazing games, he also took 2

nd
 prize for the 

Adelaide Hills students, a category sponsored by Chesslife to 
encourage our young chess players to participate in State & 
National events.   
If you want to give chess a try, the HMS chess club meets every 
Thursday between 4-5pm. 
 

 
 



School News 

 

TERM 1 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight) 
 

Thursday April 9 
Indofest Performance 1.30pm 
 

Friday April 10 
End of Term 1 2.00pm Finish 
 

Monday April 13 – Monday April 27 
Vacation Care Program 
 

FUTURE KEY DATES FOR TERM 2 
 

Tuesday April 28 
Term 2 Begins 
 

Friday May 1 
Sausage Sizzle Lunch 
 

Saturday May 2 
AISSA Governance Conference 
 

Thursday May 7 
Year 7 & 8 Immunisations 
 

Saturday May 9 & Sunday May 10 
Wairoa Open Garden & Café (run by adolescent students) 
 

Tuesday May 12 – Thursday May 14 
NAPLAN Testing 
 

Tuesday May 12 
Parent Rep Meeting held @ Wairoa 1.30pm – 3.00pm 
 

Friday May 22 
Parent Get Together – Wairoa Café 9.15am 
 

Tuesday May 26 
AGM held at Yultiwirra – 6.30pm 
 

Wednesday May 27 
Sharing Assembly 11.30am 
 

Thursday May 28 
Year 6 visit to Wairoa 
 

Tuesday June 2 
Yultiwirra Open Day 10am – 12 noon 
 

Monday June 8 
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
 

Thursday June 11 
Cycle 1 & 2 Music concert – 6.30pm 
 

Tuesday June 16 
Wairoa Open Day 10am – 12 noon 
 

Wednesday June 17 
Parent Education 6.30pm 
 

Thursday June 18 
Parent Rep Meeting 2.30pm 
 

Friday June 19 
Parent Get Together – Yultiwirra 9.15am 
 

Monday June 22 – Friday June 26 
Collaborative Interviews - Yultiwirra 
 

Tuesday June 23 
Sharing Assembly 1.30pm 
 

Wednesday June 24 & Thursday June 25 
Coffeehouse Cabaret - Wairoa 
 

Monday June 29 – Thursday July 2 
Collaborative Interviews - Wairoa 
 

Friday July 3 - End of Term 2 
 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“We seek to sow life in the child rather than theories, to help 
him in his growth, mental and emotional as well as physical, 

and for that we must offer grand  
and lofty ideas to the human mind.” 

 

Maria Montessori 
 

TERM DATES  2015 

TERM 2:   Tuesday 28th April      – Friday 3rd July 

TERM 3:   Tuesday 21st July        - Friday 25th September 

TERM 4:   Tuesday 13th October – Wednesday 9th December 

 

FUNDRAISING CARDS – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Some of the beautiful photos that have been taken around the 
school by current parent, Lisa Abrahams and others have been 
made into beautiful blank cards.  View them in the office.  

$10 FOR A PACK OF FIVE CARDS! A BARGAIN! 
 
 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS:  
An Information/order form is included in this Newsletter.  For 
only $65 you’ll receive over $20,000 worth of valuable offers! – 
some with 50% off and 2-for-1 offers for many restaurants, 
attractions, hotels, travel, shopping and much more!  - including 
quite a few offers from the Adelaide Hills. 
(The school receives $13 for each book sold). 
Books will be available to purchase from the school office 
or you may prefer the Digital Membership to have with you at 
your fingertips on your smartphone. 
A copy will be on display in the school office. 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Held at the ADELAIDE FESTIVAL CENTRE  
 SOMETHING ON SATURDAY Program:  2nd May – 5th September:  

Offering a wide range of entertainment for 2–10 yr olds & their families 
every Saturday during winter.  Each week features a live performance 
(great value with tickets for most performances at just $14.50 ) and free 
craft workshop Buy a ticket to a performance or just enjoy the FREE art 
and craft workshops at Foundation Kids Corner.  Something for the 
entire family with a variety of live shows.   

 COME OUT CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL – FAMILY PROGRAM:  offering a 

wide range of performances and activities for children of all ages, 
including a show for babies!   

 A highlight will be the BIG FAMILY WEEKEND on 23RD-24TH MAY at the 

Adelaide Festival Centre and surrounding venues featuring 
performances, free activities and workshops and an attempt at the world 
record for the most people contributing to one painting. 

Booklets of the full programs for both the above is available from the school 
office or  www.comeoutchildrensfestival.com.au 
 

INFANT MASSAGE CLASSES: 
At 74 Mt Barker Road, Stirling (Yoga/Massage rooms).  9.30am.  $25/class.   
1hr x 4 weekly classes, Thursdays commencing 14th May until 4th June.   
Enquiries/bookings 0419 402 504 or leanne.bloem@me.com 
 

WE NEED YOU! - BRIDGEWATER JUNIOR SOCCER is seeking coaches for 

Under 8, 9, &10 squads.  This is a volunteer position, training 1hr/week at 
Bridgewater Primary School.  Games Sat mornings, throughout Adelaide 
Hills.  If you have an interest in physical education (knowledge of soccer is not 
essential) we’d love you to contact:   Helene on 0402 213 642 or Julia on 
0412 824 526. 
 

FREE SCHOOL HOLIDAY NETBALL CLINIC for girls & boys aged 4-10yr olds.  

Thursday, 16th April at Crafers Netball Courts (behind BP Petrol Station). 
4-5yr olds  9.30 – 10.30am and 6-10yr olds  9.30 – 11.00am 
Register – Ph: Jess on 0417 889 656 or jesstamblyn@hotmail.com  

School Dates & Info 

http://www.comeoutchildrensfestival.com.au/
mailto:leanne.bloem@me.com
mailto:jesstamblyn@hotmail.com

