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FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
 

Last week we held our AGM and following the business section of the meeting we were lucky enough 

to listen to three members of our community talk about different ways they have given service and 

given of themselves to support three different charities/ causes/ groups.  They each told their unique 

stories of how they got involved, what inspired them and what benefits they have experienced from 

being involved and giving of themselves.  Liz Sanderson spoke about raising money for the Daw 

Park Hospice after the personal loss of a friend from cancer who was nursed at the hospice.  Liz 

shared photos, the ways she had raised money and the bike ride she had participated in through 

Cambodia with the other fundraisers.  Lisa Palmer talked about the orphanage in Thailand that she 

has been helping for a number of years.  She shared photos of the children and the practical 

assistance that herself and others have provided.  She also talked about the ways she and her family 

have helped to raise money each year and the enormous joy and satisfaction that they get from 

giving of themselves and being involved.  Lisa and her husband Phil have both individually 

participated in bike rides through Thailand as part of their fundraising efforts and she talked about the 

personal challenges and rewards of such an experience.  

Alice Every shared with us her personal experience of having a sudden cardiac arrest when she was 

22 weeks pregnant and the frightening and amazing story of her and her baby’s (Jarvis) survival due 

to a number of incredible and caring individuals who each played a role in resuscitating Alice, keeping 

her alive and getting her to hospital where a team of professionals brought her back to health which 

enabled her to continue her pregnancy and live to tell the tale.  Due to this life changing event Alice 

felt passionate about raising money for our school so that we could purchase a defibrillator.   

We are incredibly fortunate to have such amazing and inspiring individuals in our community and I 

thank each of them sincerely for sharing their stories.  Alice’s story was very moving and I would like 

to share with you the last part of her speech as it beautifully summed up the message of the evening. 

“So my message to anyone who may be thinking about what giving service might mean to them is 

this; think about something meaningful to you and close to your heart, think of what you would like 

your community to look like and think about what you can do (no matter how small) to bring things a 

little bit closer to that vision.  Remember that kindness begets kindness, and a small contribution you 

make today might inspire two others, who in turn inspire four more and without you ever probably 

knowing your small act can start to make a difference.  And finally I would like to leave you with a 

quote from a book called ‘Tuesdays with Morrie’.  “The way you get meaning into your life is to devote 

yourself to loving others, devote yourself to your community around you, and devote yourself to 

creating something that gives you purpose and meaning.”                  Cathy France –Principal 

RECONCILIATION WEEK 
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is celebrated across Australia each year between 27 May and 3 June. The dates commemorate 
two significant milestones in the reconciliation journey—the anniversaries of the successful 1967 referendum and the High Court Mabo 
decision. 
The week is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures and achievements and to explore how each of us can 
join the national reconciliation effort.  Cycle 3 students in Stacey & Suzie’s class wrote poems after reading and discussing a range of 
literature relevant to NRW which included: Kevin Rudd's sorry speech; Trina Saffioti's book titled "Stolen Girl" and  Archie Roach's 
poem "Took the children away".  Here are just a few…… 

Stolen from your friends     Sadness seeps through our veins 

Of course you hated it.     Our homes where we used to live are distant memories 

Ripped from what you love     Rungs that hold the front door are weakened 

Really we should never have done it   Run now we have the key 

Yet still we did      Yabbies and fish in our stream are now in sight & our parents 

Sorry….         welcoming us home with loving faces. 
            Matthew Daly      Camilla Brown 
 

 Taken away      Sorry is what we are 

Never seen again      Oh why did we do this? 

Gone to be like the white man    Righting the wrong 

Black man had no choice     Running away from the past 

White man had a choice     You & I can fix this 

Screaming and crying we had       together. 
No choice at all.                      Ally Smith 
          Jiah Huppatz      

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.milkbarmag.com/wp-content/themes/MilkBarMag_2Col/timthumb/timthumb.php?src%3Dhttp://www.milkbarmag.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/reconcilation.jpg%26h%3D400%26w%3D668%26zc%3D1%26a%3Dc');&imgrefurl=http://www.milkbarmag.com/2012/05/20/raising-the-flag/&h=400&w=668&tbnid=AgesSOV8byglGM:&zoom=1&docid=Yc3wQWYtDy35jM&ei=081qVcCsHdXe8AX4uIHoBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CGsQMyhFMEU
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.milkbarmag.com/wp-content/themes/MilkBarMag_2Col/timthumb/timthumb.php?src%3Dhttp://www.milkbarmag.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/reconcilation.jpg%26h%3D400%26w%3D668%26zc%3D1%26a%3Dc');&imgrefurl=http://www.milkbarmag.com/2012/05/20/raising-the-flag/&h=400&w=668&tbnid=AgesSOV8byglGM:&zoom=1&docid=Yc3wQWYtDy35jM&ei=081qVcCsHdXe8AX4uIHoBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CGsQMyhFMEU


School News 

 

AGM RESULTS – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Congratulations to the following school members who were 
voted onto the Board to represent the school community:  

Jeff Buringa, Andrew Every, Ian Rooney 
We would like to thank the Board members who are not 
continuing on the Board for their input and contributions: 

Susan Bruce, Kathy Humby, Sarah Robinson, 

Congratulations to the following school board members who will 
hold these executive positions for the next 12 months:   

President of the Board:   Paul Daly 
Vice President:    Lisa Palmer 
Treasurer:    Simon Abrahams 

 

BOARD COMMUNIQUE – WHOLE SCHOOL 
 The Board discussed the “Operational Risks” section of the 

Risk Management Plan.   

 Board members had been asked to complete the annual 
Board Review and the responses from this were discussed.   

 Paul, Cathy and Sheena had summarised the key points 
that came out of the AISSA Governance Conference.  

 Di briefed the Board on what was involved in setting up a 
Foundation & it was agreed further research was required. 

 This was Sarah Robinson’s last Board meeting and she 
was thanked for her contribution during her tenure. 

Paul Daly – Board President 

 

THREE WAY COLLABORATIVE INTERVIEWS 
As part of the reporting procedures, three-way parent / 
teacher / child conferences will be offered this term in week 9 

at Yultiwirra & Week 10 at Wairoa.  Letters will be sent home 
soon giving you more information about these.  The 
Collaborative Interviews are an opportunity to discuss your 
child’s achievements and areas for further learning.  
Documentation from the three-way conference forms our Term 
2 report which will be sent home in the last week of term.   
 

CYCLE 1 & 2 MUSIC CONCERT 
On Thursday 11th June (Week 7) we are holding the Cycle 1 

& 2 Music Concert in our school hall; Yultiwirra.  All school 
families are invited to attend this concert which will begin at 
6.30pm.  This is a wonderful opportunity for students to 
showcase their learning and have the experience of 
performance.  We encourage you to come along and support 
the students involved.  An invitation was sent home today for all 
Cycle 1 & 2 families. 
 

PRESCHOOL PARENT SESSION 
An information morning for pre school parents interested in 

learning more about our primary school and specifically the 
Cycle 1 Primary Classes will be held on Monday 15

th
 June 

from 9:15 – 11:15 a.m. 

The session will cover: 

 how the Cycle 1 primary classes differs from a mainstream 
Reception/Year 1 classes 

 how the Montessori philosophy and methodology are 
incorporated into the Cycle 1 primary classes 

 a tour of the Cycle 1 primary classes (Rec/Year 1) 

There will be opportunity for parents to ask questions, gain 
insight and see first-hand how our primary school operates. 
An invite has been sent home - please return the slip to the 
office by next Tuesday 9

th
 June to book your place. 

 

OSHC STATEMENTS 
For families who use the OSHC service – please be aware that 
the OSHC statements are now emailed monthly to families not 
posted.  Direct Debit for these accounts occur approx. 10

th
 of 

each month. 
 

 

MINDFULNESS SKILLS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE! 
Parent Discussion Group with Ellie 
Thursday 11

th
 June 2015 @ 9.15am  

in the Library at Yultiwirra 
If you have ever tried to practice “Mindfulness” you will know 
how difficult it can be to switch-off past and future thinking and 
be simply present in the moment. If you want a perfect example 
of mindfulness practice, observe a preschool child that is totally 
immersed in an activity. Sadly, as we get older, life begins to get 
more complex and our priorities change, often resulting in us 
losing the skills which are required to maintain a connection 
with the present moment. It has been said that practising 
mindfulness can improve mental and physical wellbeing and 
helps in improving concentration and acceptance.   
This term, the parent discussion group will focus on ways 
parents and carers can promote 
mindfulness skills at home. 
Parents and carers of young 
people in all cycles are welcome, 
as mindfulness is relevant to all 
ages! 
Please register your intention 
to attend by: Wednesday 10

th
 

June at the Yuliwirra office.  
 

 

BOOK SALE! CALLING FOR DONATIONS! 
On Thursday 25th June in week 9, we the cycle 3 Student 

Leaders, are running a book sale to raise money for charity. 
Currently the books we have to sell are retired from the school 
library, however to ensure the sale is a great success, we are 
calling upon families to look through your book cases and see 
whether or not you might have some books that you would be 
willing to donate.  Please bring any donations to the office at 
Yultiwirra.  Many thanks, 

Bethany, Chris, Jacob, Lily, Neneh and Taylor (Student Leaders) 

 

PARENT EDUCATION & INFORMATION SESSION 
Montessori Materials 

Wednesday 17
th

 June 
6.30pm – 8.30pm 

The session will start in the Common Room@ Yultiwirra. 
Come along & see the Montessori journey! 
Visit each Cycle & experience a variety of  

Montessori materials that are used by your children. 
Learn how the materials are used.  Have a go yourself! 

 

Only 20 SPACES! Book Your Place Now! 
 

Free Creche available for children 
3 yrs & older 

A flyer was sent home last week 
Please return the slip to the office by Friday 
12

th
 June. Places will be allocated on a first 

come first serve basis. 
 

 

INFANT PROGRAM COME & TRY VOUCHER 
Please find inserted in this week’s Newsletter an Infant Program 
“Come & Try voucher”.  We ask that school families give this 
voucher to anyone they know who has a child under 3 years of 
age who might be interested in attending our Infant Program.  
Our greatest marketing tool is positive affirmation through “word 
of mouth” by current school families.   
 

 

WINE FUNDRAISER OFFER – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Order Forms were sent home last week for quality wines from 
Bleasdale Winery, a well-known Langhorne Creek winery.   
Orders must be in by next Wednesday, 10

th
 June  

(no late orders accepted) 
 

 
   



News from the Cycles 

INFANT PROGRAM   

Archer enjoying  
the fruits of his work. 

 
 
 

 

CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL  
This term we have 
been exploring the 
concept of Living and Non Living.  We have 
sorted objects into the two categories and 
learned a song to share with our Cycle 1 
Primary friends.  Our Extended Day 
students even went on a ‘photo safari’ 
capturing digital images of living and non-
living things in our school environment.  

 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY  
So far in Term 2, Geography lessons have focused on studying 
Australia’s state flags, along with our flora and fauna emblems. 
Additionally, we have been naming the states and capital cities 
and matching the corresponding flags. We will next be looking 
at the Geographical features of Australia and South Australia in 
particular. The Children have been demonstrating thoughtful 
and very neat work, as they enjoy colouring their ‘Our Country’ 
booklets.  Here are a few quotes from our children, whilst 
engaged in the tasks. 
"It's fun colouring in the 
booklet" - Summer 
"I have learnt about Australia 
and the state of NSW" - Zoey 
"We are learning about the 
animal and flower emblems 
for the states" - Owen 
"I like doing the flags" - Seth 

 

 

INDONESIAN WITH ELLIS 

At the beginning of term, some Cycle 2 students were so keen 
to learn the traditional Indonesian (Aceh) dance “Tari Saman” 
that they decided to give up some of their lunch times to master 
it.  
Tari Saman (also known as the ‘thousand hands dance’) is 
famous for its fast-paced rhythm; with the dancers performing 
ever more complex moves in precise unison with a chant. The 
only accompanying instrument is the ‘rebana’ (traditional 
Indonesian hand-drum). 
The group has met weekly to practice and their favourite part of 
the dance is ‘Ombak’; where they mimic the ocean waves by 
weaving in and out through each other’s arms.  
Last Wednesday they staged their first ‘public’ performance at 
the Shared Assembly which, judging by the loud applause, was 
very well received.   
“The dance was hard at first but once I knew it, it was fun!” 
(Amelia).  
 “At assembly I was a bit shy but I got used to it. My friends 
did really well too.” (Rebecca).  
“The dance was awesome. I liked the costumes especially 
the hats - they have pretty colours and different patterns. I 
felt proud of what I did” (Kari).  
As their teacher, I am very proud of the hard-work and never-
give-up attitude every single one of them brought to this 
endeavour. It is such a great pleasure and privilege to work with 
them.  
Terima kasih 
banyak semuanya! 
(Many thanks to all 
of you!) 

CYCLE 2  

Penny & Julie’s class derives great 
pleasure from art activities and 
particularly enjoy painting or drawing still 
life. This year we have been creating a 
"season’s portfolio".   In term 1 we 
choose sun flowers as the representation 
of summer and the children learnt to use 
a water wash technique to create their 
pictures. Autumn is the Term 2 focus and 
the beautiful fungi in the school bush 
provided us with some wonderful 
specimen to draw. The children learnt how to use water colour 
pencils to create the soft tones of many autumn fungi. Visit our 
room to view some of our pictures!   

 

CYCLE 3  
As part of their Term 2 Cultural Studies, the Cycle 3 students 
have been learning about architecture. To enrich their 
engagement, knowledge and understanding of this topic, they 
visited the beautiful and iconic Saint Peter’s Cathedral and the 
historic grounds of The Adelaide Oval at North Adelaide on 
Thursday 21

st
 May.  

At these venues, students discussed different styles of 
architecture, discovered hidden secrets and relived celebrated 
moments. They also had an opportunity to study and compare 
the design features of the 
buildings—both historical 
and modern day 
refurbishments. All students 
agreed that it was an 
AWESOME day out! We'd 
like to thank the fantastic 
guides at both venues and 
also the parents who joined 
us on the day.  
 

 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS (YR 10) 
Our big ideas for the term are… 
Humanities:  Mapping, weather and climate (7) – The 
Modern World: Industrial Revolution (8/9) – Human rights & 
World War II (10) 
Science:  Core ideas of science: Energy and life (7) – 
Chemical bonding (8/9) – Chemistry & Earth systems (10) 
Language:  Drama and theatre – Oral presentations – 
Persuasive language – Grammar   
Mathematics:  Algebraic thinking and skills – Measurement – 
Trigonometry (9,10) 
Indonesian:  Sentence composition – Conversation groups 
Occupations:  Rotting and decomposing – Chickens at 
Wairoa – Personal Learning Plan (10) 
PE:  Personal fitness – Invasion games 
CE:  Dance – Photography – Bridges project – Theatre 
design/technology/administration 
 
 

English literature and language – a performance focus 

Coffeehouse Cabaret will be held on the evenings of 
Wednesday 24

th
 and Thursday 25

th
 June, providing a 

fantastic focus for our work in English and creative arts this 
term. Book groups are studying and developing scripts, and 
considering ways to interpret these on stage. These ideas will 
be taken to the production design team to ‘solve’ the staging of 
three thematically connected but very different plays. As well as 
exploring the issues presented by the performance(s) we 
attend, students analyse aspects of their production. 
Transforming the common room into a working theatre is a 
huge and exciting undertaking, and the cabaret is a major event 
that also involves advertising, programming, catering and each 
of front-of-house, stage and back-stage management.  
 

 



School News 

 

TERM 2 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight) 
 

Monday June 8 
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
 

Tuesday June 9 
Facilities meeting @ Wairoa 8.00am 
Finance Meeting 6.00pm 
 

Wednesday June 10 
Fundraising meeting 9.15am 
 

Thursday June 11 
Parent Discussion Group 9.15 - Yultiwirra Library 

Facilitator: Ellie Ross (Student Wellbeing Worker)  
 

Cycle 1 & 2 Music concert – 6.30pm 
 

Monday June 15 
Parent Education – Transitioning to Cycle 1 Primary 
Particularly for Preschool Parents 9.15am 
 

Tuesday June 16 
Wairoa Open Day 10am – 12 noon 
Executive Meeting 6.00pm 
Board Meeting 7.00pm 
 

Wednesday June 17 
4 – 5 year old health checks (as allocated) 
Parent Education 6.30pm 
 

Thursday June 18 
Parent Rep Meeting 9.15am 
OHS&W meeting 3.45pm 
 

Friday June 19 
Parent Get Together – Yultiwirra 9.15am 
Held in the Common Room – All Welcome! 
 

FUTURE KEY DATES FOR TERM 2 
 

Monday June 22 – Friday June 26 
Collaborative Interviews - Yultiwirra 
 

Tuesday June 23 
Sharing Assembly 1.30pm 
Cycle 1 & 4 students sharing 
 

Wednesday June 24 & Thursday June 25 
Coffeehouse Cabaret - Wairoa 
 

Tuesday June 23 
Sharing Assembly 1.30pm 
 

Monday June 29 – Thursday July 2 
Collaborative Interviews - Wairoa 
 

Friday July 3 - End of Term 2 
Adolescent Program applications due 
 

FUTURE KEY DATES FOR TERM 3 
 

Tuesday July 21  
Term 3 Begins 
 

Friday August 14 
Wairoa Café 9.15am 
 

Wednesday August 26 
Grandparents Day – Cycle 1 
 

Thursday August 27 
Grandparents Day – Cycle 2 & 3 
 

Saturday August 29 
Quiz Night 
 

Thursday September 17 
Cycle 3 Music Concert 
 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“The human hand allows the mind to reveal itself.” 

 

Maria Montessori 
 

TERM DATES  2015 

TERM 3:   Tuesday 21st July        - Friday 25th September 

TERM 4:   Tuesday 13th October – Wednesday 9th December 

 

 

COMMUNITY LOTTERY– WHOLE SCHOOL 
All families should have received an Australian Central 
Community Lottery book.   
 
 

IMPORTANT:  Please make sure you received the book 
allocated to your family as you are now accountable for it!  
Legally every book must be accounted for so please do not 
lose your book. 
It was disappointing last year when quite a number were 
returned unsold at the last minute or lost and HMS had to pay 
for them.  If you do not want to sell a book please return it to the 
office immediately, so someone else has a chance to sell it.  
There are more books to sell if you are able to sell more.  . 
 

There are 158 great prizes including - 2 cars, Harvey Norman 
Shopping $35,000, Travel voucher for $20,000, Home 
Landscape Package $20,000 etc. and all for just $2 ticket.  Ask 
friends, family and work colleagues to buy a ticket to be in the 
running for some great prizes and to support the school. 
 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS: – WHOLE SCHOOL 

Books are now available to purchase from the school office 
or you may prefer the new Digital Membership to have with 

you at your fingertips on your smartphone. 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

A school family is moving overseas at short notice, leaving next 
Monday, 8th June and so this Sunday are having a  
HUGE GARAGE SALE!  ..… it’s going to be amazing. 
Everything you can imagine in a 4 bedroom, 2 living area home 
is now on sale, even the food! – beds, drawers, carpets, outdoor 
furniture, thermomix, cleaning products and much more. 

EVERYTHING MUST GO!  Don’t miss out and help us clear our home. 
This Sunday, 7th June from 10am, at 6 Kain Court, Mt Barker. 

Ph: Barbara 0424 024 673. 
 

HUGE CHILDREN’S BOOK SALE:  50-90% off everything for 2 days only.  

Thousands of children’s books will be on sale including paperback novels, 
picture and chapter books, activity items and much more!   
Prices start from $1!  Payment by EFTpos, cash or credit card. 
When: 8am – 6pm Wednesday 10th June and Thursday, 11th June. 
Where: Scholastic Warehouse, 39-41 King Street, Norwood. 
 

All welcome!  School parent, Sam Pearse is playing in his acoustic duo, 
‘Western Branch’ at the Bridgewater Inn,  Sunday, 14th August  3-6pm.   
www.westernbranch.com.au/!events/cmpw  
 

Get Active Sports SOCCER for JUNIORS for 3–8yr olds (ideal for 
beginners).  Learn basic skills from experienced coaches.  Sessions are held 
indoors at Mt Barker High School Gym, Wellington Road, Mt Barker 
commencing Sunday, 26th July.  Cost $90 for 6 weekly sessions.   
More info:  www.getactivesports.com.au or Ph: 1300 772 106.  Registration 
form available from the school office.  
 

HELP NEEDED URGENTLY:  Southern Cross Cultural Exchange is seeking 
volunteer host families for 7 Spanish Cultural Immersion students 
arriving on 11th July for 10 weeks.  Introduce your family to different customs, 
values and ideas, improve your language skills, make lifelong friends, share 
Australian culture and lifestyle.  All students are carefully selected, will attend 
a local high school and have their own spending money.   
More Info - Ph: Jenny on 8323 0973 or email:  jeh1313@bigpond.net.au 
 

 

School Dates & Info 
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