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MONTESSORI NATIONAL CONFERENCE  

July 5 - 6  2015  Coogee Beach, Sydney 
Susan Harris-Evans, Pippa Milroy, Anne Winter and Julie 
Ratcliff attended the National Montessori Conference, held at 
Coogee Beach, Sydney over the June long weekend.  This is 
an annual event organised by the Montessori Australia 
Foundation. 
Anne and Julie attended the 6-12 year old workshops 
conducted by Carla Foster, an Elementary Trainer and teacher 
from the USA and Norway. Carla (pictured below with Anne, 
Susan & Julie) inspired and reinvigorated us by exploring the 

importance and use of storytelling as the central “driver” of 
Cosmic Education.  The history, geography and biology 
curriculums came alive through her oral storytelling, original 
songs and short written narratives which all presented essential 
truths from the real world.  Participants then practised writing 
and telling their own stories as well as singing.  Wow! What an 
engaging way to learn. We look forward to sharing our learning 
with the children and our colleagues. 
Susan attended the 3-6 workshops, Pippa attended the 
adolescent workshops and she also presented a session on our 
adolescent program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLABORATIVE INTERVIEWS 
We are pleased to be able to offer a new on-line facility for 

parents to book collaborative interviews and we hope that you 

find it preferable and more efficient to previous procedures. 

Parents have been sent an email with a link that will take them 

to the “Interview Schedule portal”  for booking a collaborative 

interview.  A notice has been sent home which provides a step 

by step guide as to how to make this on-line booking. 

The “Interview Schedule portal” will be open for only ONE 

WEEK (until Friday, 19th June) to make interview bookings.  

Please note that if you have a student at Wairoa campus their 

online bookings will not be able available until the end of this 

week as their interview week is being held in week 10.  

If you do not have access to a computer please phone or come 

into the office to make a booking for the. 

FREE CHILD CARE during interviews 

Students are required to attend and be a part of their 

collaborative interview.  If you require child care for siblings 

during the interview time please complete the slip that was sent 

home and return it to the office by Friday 19
th

 June.  Free Child 

Care is available for students 3 years and over during your 

interview time but BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL.  If you do not 

book you will be charged for this service as we need to know 

numbers for staff:student ratios.  You must also sign your 

child/ren in and out when using this service, otherwise you will 

be billed.   

Please note: this child care is separate to any previous OSHC 

bookings you may already have.  

  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
 

Last week we were pleased to be able to welcome the Education Minister; Hon Susan Close MP 

to our school.  A few weeks ago Joshua in Cycle 1 met Susan Close outside of school and he 

invited her to visit him at his school.  She said she would be delighted to visit him and so a visit was 

arranged! 

Myself and two Year six leaders; Lily Humble and Ryan Turner and two Wairoa leaders; Maggie 

Carter (Yr 10) and Alexander Yalcin (Yr 9) welcomed Susan Close at the school gate and then 

proceeded to tour the school.  We started at the Infant Program room, moved to the preschool, then 

visited Joshua and his class in Cycle 1 primary.  We then visited a Cycle 2 classroom, had a quick 

look at the bush, visited the Cycle 3 classrooms and then ended in the library.  There Alexander 

and Maggie expertly explained to the Minister the set-up, work and learning that is undertaken in 

the Adolescent Program.  We concluded the visit with Susan Harris Evans demonstrating 

and explaining some of the Montessori materials in the library. 

It was the first time that Susan Close had ever visited a Montessori School.   

She asked many questions as we toured the school and seemed genuinely  

interested and impressed with what she saw.  It was a wonderful opportunity for us 

to showcase our school.  Thank you to the student leaders who assisted with the 

visit and to the rest of the staff and students who helped make our school “shine” in  

a very positive light on the day.          Cathy France –Principal 
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PARENT EDUCATION & INFORMATION SESSION 
Montessori Materials 

Tonight - Wednesday 17
th

 June 
6.30pm – 8.30pm 

The session will start in the Common Room@ Yultiwirra. 
Come along & see the Montessori journey! 

 

Visit each Cycle & experience a variety 
of Montessori materials that are used by 

your children. 
Learn how the materials are used.  Have 

a go yourself! 
 

Only 20 SPACES!  Several still available 
– book now! 

 

Free Creche available for children 3 yrs & older 
 

 

REVIEW OF PARENT DISCUSSION GROUP 
I would like to say a big thank you to the parents that attended 
the parent discussion group on Mindfulness last week.  It was a 

great discussion and many valuable ideas were shared about 
how to increase mindfulness in children, as well as in adults.  
If you were unable to attend, but would like one of the 
handouts, please feel free to come into the office to collect a 
handout. 

Ellie Ross – Student Wellbeing Worker 
 

OPEN DAY THANK YOU 
We really appreciate the assistance of our parent tour guides; 
Krys Erceg, Catrin Daly and Jodie Searle for supporting our 

very successful open day.  Thank you! 
We are in desperate need of some more parents to be tour 
guides on Open Day at Yultiwirra.  We provide a training 
session for guides prior to them taking their first tour.   
If you would be interested in doing this in the future please let 
us know in the office.   
 

 

VACATION CARE – YULTIWIRRA 
Please find inserted in this Newsletter the second edition of the 
OSHC Newsletter.  We hope you also read with interest the 
Vacation Care Program which will operate each day during the 
upcoming holidays (Monday 6

th
 July – Monday 20

th
 July) from 

7.30am to 6pm.   
 

If you are interested in your child attending Vacation Care 
please complete the booking form which is also an insert in the 
OSHC Newsletter and return it to the office by  

Next Friday 26
th

 JUNE 
so we can finalise staffing and confirm excursion arrangements. 
 

 

COMMUNITY LOTTERY– WHOLE SCHOOL 
Thank you to the families who’ve already returned their  book.   
 
 

IMPORTANT:  Each family has been allocated a book and 

are now accountable for it! 
Legally every book must be accounted for so please 

 do not lose your book. 
 

It was disappointing last year when quite a number of books 
were returned unsold at the last minute or lost and HMS had to 
pay for them.  If you do not want to sell a book please return it 
to the office immediately, so someone else has a chance to sell 
it.  There are more books to sell if you are able to sell more.  . 
 

There are 158 great prizes including - 2 cars, Harvey Norman 
Shopping $35,000, Travel voucher for $20,000, Home 
Landscape Package $20,000 etc. and all for just $2 ticket.  Ask 
friends, family and work colleagues to buy a ticket to be in the 
running for some great prizes and to support the school. 
 

 

 

WASH, WIPE & COVER… 
  …DON’T INFECT ANOTHER! 
The winter and flu season serves as a timely reminder that 
good health starts with clean hands.  Hands spread 80% of 
common infectious diseases.  By practicing the Department of 
Health’s message of Wash, Wipe and Cover and making it a 

habit, we will reduce the risk of getting sick or passing infections 
on to others.  Please talk to your children and encourage them 
to follow these practical suggestions.  Class teachers will also 
be encouraging students to follow good hygiene practices. 
 Wash:  wash your hands for at least 10 seconds with soap 

after sneezing, coughing, going to the toilet or when 
handling food. 

 Wipe:  Wipe down all frequently touched surfaces e.g. 

shared equipment, telephones, computer keyboards, door 
handles. 

 Cover:  Cover a cough or sneeze with a tissue or your arm, 

not your hands and turn away from others when you do so. 
 

 

BOOK SALE @  YULTIWIRRA 
When:    Thursday 25

th
 June 2015 

Time:     12noon until 3.45pm 
Where:   Janine’s class room, Yultiwirra 

                              (Infant program room) 
 Come and grab a bargain!   Books will be priced between 
20c and $2!   We have a great range of books, suitable for all 

ages!  All money raised will go towards making Christmas gift 
boxes for children in developing countries. 
Not only will the books make a great addition to your bookcase, 
but it might be that you and your child buy books to cut out 
pictures and add to school projects and/or art and craft 
activities. At these prices, you are only limited by your 
imagination!  
Students will have access to the sale at lunchtime and 
immediately after school. Parents are welcome to come at 

any time during the opening hours.  
Please support this great fundraiser! 

Many thanks from the Cycle 3 Student Leaders! 

 

VANUATU RELIEF FUNDRAISER BAKE SALE  
When we heard about the cyclone in Vanuatu we decided that 
we wanted to help.  Kindly the Adolescent Program community 
decided to donate funds from our Term 1 Wairoa café to this 
cause.  We have also planned a couple of other fundraisers to 
support the people in Vanuatu. 
On the 1

st
 July, (Wednesday, Week 10) Clem and Jonathan 

(Cycle 4 students) will be hosting a fundraiser, it will be held at 
lunchtime at Yultiwirra.  We will be selling healthy lunchtime 
snacks with gluten, dairy and nut free options.  
We hope to see you there!   
 

We will be selling: 
-Banana and Apricot muffins (nut free)                           $1.50 

-Raspberry Friands (gf – contains almond meal)          $1.50 

-Savoury Muffins     (gf, vegetarian, nut free)                 $1.50 

-Wheat and Dairy-free Energy Slice  (gf, df & nut free)  $1.50 

-Apple Oat Biscuits (nut free)                                              .30c 

Jonny Daly & Clem Jordan-Pearce – Cycle 4 

 

SHARING ASSEMBLY – CHANGE OF DATE 

Please note that the next sharing assembly date has had to be 
changed.  Instead of Tuesday 23

rd
 June it will now be held on 

Tuesday 30
th

 June at 1.30pm. 
The Cycle 1 and Cycle 4 students will be presenting and 
sharing their work.  We encourage all parents to come along to 
view and enjoy the students work. 
   



News from the Cycles 

INFANT PROGRAM   

Phoebe is working artistically 
with our focus colour which 

is purple. 
 
 

 

 
CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL  
In the preschool we have been 
learning about the seven 
continents. The Extended Day 
program was lucky enough to have 
some of the children’s family 
members in to cook some cultural 
cuisine!  Anneliese’s “nonni” 
shared their special risotto recipe, 
Lucca’s mum and dad did pizza’s 
and Erik’s dad taught us how to 

make tortilla’s… 
yum! The 
children have 
enjoyed learning the Continent song, 
Extended Day students even performed it to 
the family guests on our cultural cooking 
afternoon. Both classes have worked on a 
paper-mache globe project, pin-pricking the 
continents and making maps, packing a bag, 
as well as writing and ‘posting’ letters to 
friends and family.  

 

 
CYCLE 1 PRIMARY  
This term we have been 
studying the techniques of 
drawing that Picasso used. First 
we worked on single line 
drawings to represent animals. 
We then tried Geometric 

drawings using ruled and freehand 
lines. Children have been enthused 
and fascinated. They have quickly 
learnt the basic techniques and then 
shown great creativity in extending 
the ideas.  

 

 

 
 

PE WITH ATTILA 

Term Two at Yultiwirra has begun with Cycle 1 primary and 
Cycle 1 preschool working on their throwing and catching.  
Cycles 2 and 3 are learning about invasion games with a focus 
on netball, soccer and basketball. 
At Wairoa, Cycle 4 has been looking at strategies for 
developing personal fitness, while also exploring concepts for 
dance, soccer and hockey.  
Congratulations to the 6 boys (Jiah, Zen, Finn, Omar, Taran 
and Remi) who 
participated in the 
District Cross 
Country Running 
Day. Remi, Omar 
and Taran were 
selected to run 
for Hills 
SAPSASA team 
at Oakbank.   

CYCLE 2  

The Basil & Lemon Story  

On Monday, 1
st
 of June, our class got new budgies called Basil 

& Lemon. On Friday in week 4 our class bird Pesto died at 
lunch time. The class was so 
sad, but on Monday in week 6, 
we got new budgies called Basil 
& Lemon. by Macy Mae 
 

On Friday Pesto died because 
of old age. So Carl will bring in 
a new Pesto and while that was 
happening, Macy Mae was 
crying. by Jarrah Ferguson   
 

Our Budgies  

I brought in my budgies. We voted. Basil and Lemon won. So 
we welcome Basil and Lemon. Memories of Pesto still run 
through our minds. Pesto still exists, only in our minds.  
by Carl Kaethner 
 

Now that we have two new 
budgies I hope they live for a 
long time.  
by Isla Guerriero 
 

Lemon and Basil  

I miss our old budgie called 
Pesto. But now I feel happy 
because we have new budgies 
called Lemon and Basil. Hooray!  
by Jack Rhodes 

 

CYCLE 3  
As an extension of our architecture theme Cycle 3 has been 
investigating urban design and how different types of 
architecture fit into our cities and towns.  We explored the globe 
on google maps to compare city layouts, travelling from 
Canberra to New York with a few stops in between.  
From here we looked at grouping different areas in an urban 
sprawl. Moving from the CBD and public spaces to industrial 
areas and outer suburbs, we stretched our way through to farm 
land.  
Our next task is to build a cardboard city of our own. Each small 
group has been allocated a 
section of the city or outer city 
to design and build. Designs 
are sketched and our 
cardboard city is under 
construction. Please keep 
sending any cardboard boxes 
in from home, our city is 
expanding fast! 
 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS (YR 10) 
It’s that time of year again, and students in the Adolescent 
Program are madly preparing for the Coffeehouse Cabaret! 
They are creating costumes, designing sets, gathering props, 
learning lines, planning catering, and setting up technical 
equipment. On the night we will be performing three amazing 
plays that are all quite different but all have underlying themes 
such as: conflict, challenge, human kindness, acceptance and 
people not learning from the past. We will also have some 
dancing, some singing and lovely food prepared by the 
adolescent community. It will be a fabulous night so come along 
and enjoy it!* Shows are on Wednesday 24

th
 June and 

Thursday 25
th
 June. (Doors open at 6pm for a 6:30 start.) 

Nellie Carter (Cycle 4 student) 
 

*Ticket sales will open soon for Wairoa families, and remaining 
seats then offered to the wider community.  If you are interested 
in attending the cabaret & you don’t have a student at Wairoa 
please register your interest at the office & we can then let you 
know if & when tickets become available. 
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TERM 2 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight) 
 

 

Wednesday June 17 
Parent Education 6.30pm 
 

Thursday June 18 
Parent Rep Meeting 9.15am 
OHS&W meeting 3.45pm 
 

Friday June 19 
Parent Get Together – Yultiwirra 9.15am 
Held in the Common Room – All Welcome! 
 

Sunday June 21 
Penny/Julie’s Class family Bushwalk & Mushroom Hunt 
at Kuitpo Forest  1.00pm 
 

Monday June 22 – Friday June 26 
Collaborative Interviews – Yultiwirra 
 

Tuesday June 23 
Sharing Assembly 1.30pm - rescheduled 
SPTG Meeting 4.00pm 
 

Wednesday June 24  
Coffeehouse Cabaret – Wairoa 6.30pm 
 

Thursday June 25 
2ND HAND BOOK SALE 12noon until 3.45pm  

Infant Program Room 
CPR Meeting 4.00pm 
 

Coffeehouse Cabaret – Wairoa 6.30pm 
 

Monday June 29 – Thursday July 2 
Collaborative Interviews - Wairoa 
 

Tuesday June 30 
Sharing Assembly 1.30pm – CHANGE OF DATE 

Cycle 1 & 4 students sharing 
 

Policy Meeting 4.00pm 
 

Friday July 3  
Adolescent Program applications due 

End of Term 2 – 2pm finish 
 

FUTURE KEY DATES FOR TERM 3 
 

Tuesday July 21  
Term 3 Begins 
 

Thursday August 13 
Parent Education “Nature Play” 6.30pm 
 

Friday August 14 
Wairoa Café 9.15am 
 

Thursday August 20 
Sharing Assembly 11.30am 
Cycle 1 & 3 students sharing 
 

Wednesday August 26 – Friday August 28 
Adolescent Program Learning Links Field Trip 
 

Wednesday August 26 
Grandparents Day – Cycle 1 
 

Thursday August 27 
Grandparents Day – Cycle 2 & 3 
 

Saturday August 29 
Quiz Night 
 

Wednesday September 2 – Thursday September 3 
Cycle 2 Camp to Monarto 
 

Tuesday September 15 
Sharing Assembly 1.30pm 
Cycle 2 & 4 students sharing 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“The first essential for the child’s development is concentration.   

The child who concentrates is immensely happy.” 
 

Maria Montessori 
 

TERM DATES  2015 

TERM 3:   Tuesday 21st July        - Friday 25th September 

TERM 4:   Tuesday 13th October – Wednesday 9th December 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS: – WHOLE SCHOOL 

Books are now available to purchase from the school office 
or you may prefer the new Digital Membership to have with 
you at your fingertips on your smartphone. 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to - 

 Vanessa & Mark Baryczka on the birth of their daughter, 
Ruby.  A sister for Oliver (pre-school) and Charlie 

                                                                        (Denise / Chantel). 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

CERAMIC WORKSHOP AT THE BARN – Deli Service Set:   
Saturday, 4th July  10am-4pm at 142 Mt Barker Road, Aldgate.  A day of 
building & decorating a Service Set out of clay, fully functional & food safe for 
entertaining friends & family.  Cost:  $120/person (includes lunch). 
Bookings/enquiries:  Ph Stephanie 0410 479 895 
 

SEMINAR:  TALK SO KIDS WILL LISTEN & LISTEN SO KIDS WILL TALK:  
Wednesday, 24th June at 7.30pm at Effective Living Centre, 26 King William 
Rd, Wayville.  .  This Seminar aims to help discover new ways of effectively 
communicatiing with their children so that misunderstanding and conflict are 
dealt with constructively.  Bookings essential and available on online at 
www.effectiveliving.org/positive-parenting or Ph: 8271 0329. 
 

LEARN TO MEDITATE – 4 week meditation course.  Have you always wanted 

to learn to meditate?  It is not difficult, but like any learning experience 
requires teaching and some effort.  Cost:  $80 (4 wks)  Choice of 2 session 
times: Thursdays  July 2,  9,  16 & 23:  9.30–10.30am 

Saturdays:  July 4, 11, 18 & 25: 4.00 -5.00pm 
at 74 Mt Barker Rd, Stirling (Hills Yoga Building).   
Bookings: Ph: India on 0400 401 028 or India_wallace@bigpond.com  
 

PLASTER PLANET – $2 off all plasters over school holidays. 

Also Party Package Specials; Groovy Bugs Dance & Movement for Pre-
schoolers – Thursday & Friday’s @ 10.30am during school term. 
65 Main St., Nairne.  Ph: 8388 6265,  www.plasterplanet.com. 
 

FREE PARENTING SEMINAR:  Raising Boys, Raising Girls presented by 
Steve Biddulph.  Wednesday, 1st July 7-9.30pm at City Rooms, Adelaide 
Convention Centre. 

o Special qualities of boys and girls 
o Hormones, emotions & development 
o Parenting styles that work best 
o Building on boys’ and girls’ strengths 

Register:  health.parentingsa@health.sa.gov.au or  Ph: 8303 1660 
 

Active Ed’s MINI MOVIE MADNESS HOLIDAY CAMP to be held 8th – 10th 

July at Shiloh Hills Campsite.  Holiday Activities for 7-12 and 13-16 year olds 
Movie making, Adventure Course, Campfire Cooking. 
New friends, positive values, personal growth, great adventures. 

Early Bird Special - $265/child  (20% off a full camp booking if you book by 
this Saturday, 20th June and mention you saw this in the school newsletter.) 
www.activeed.com.au or PH: 8370 1500. 
 

Yultiwirra Campus  -  12 Anderson Road, Aldgate  SA  5154 
 

Wairoa Campus  -  142 Mt Barker Road, Aldgate  SA 5154 
 

Tel: (08) 8339 6842                              Fax:  (08)  8370 9538 
 

Email: enquiries@montessori.sa.edu.au 
Web site  www.montessori.sa.edu.au 

School Dates & Info 
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