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PARENT EDUCATION – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Thursday 13

th
 August 6.30pm – 8.30pm 

Common Room – Yultiwirra campus 
A Parent Information Session is being held TOMORROW 
EVENING for parents and staff interested in finding out more 

about ways in which we can provide opportunities for our 
children to explore and create fun on their own in nature.   
 

We are very fortunate to have Jason Tyndall, the Support 
Manager at Nature Play SA, joining us on the night.  Nature 
Play’s vision is to make unstructured outdoor play in nature an 
everyday part of childhood.  They work with families to help 
provide every opportunity for this generation of children to grow 
into strong, healthy and resilient young people with the most 
amazing memories of childhood adventures outside. 
Sensory experiences in nature offer an incredible range of 
benefits to children. From the feel of mud, the affordances of a 
stick, to the unique sound of birdsong, there are benefits 
associated with cognitive development, empathy, nurture, 
imagination, creativity, sense of place, and an understanding of 
the natural world. This presentation will explore sensory 
benefits that nature offers children through the use of stories, 
imagery, and relevant research. It will also explore how 
authentic experiences in nature can translate into early learning 
settings.  
 

 
We sincerely 
hope that you 
are able to join 
us for this 
memorable 
evening. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TECHNICAL “HITCH” IN TECHNOLOGY TERM! 
We were hoping to launch the new parent portal this week 

however we have regrettably had to postpone that by a week. 

Recent unexpected admin staff absence has meant that we 

have been understaffed and unable to cross all of the “t’s” and 

dot all of the “i’s”.  Instead we will launch the Parent Portal next 

Monday 17
th

 August.  The NEW Parent Portal will enable 

parents to enter the portal and access their child’s details, 

emergency contacts, past student reports, school accounts, 

Newsletters, the School Directory, school policies and various 

school forms. 

Visit our NEW Website! www.montessori.sa.edu.au 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
Recently I was presented with a 

beautiful painting that 

preschoolers Marley Coulter and 

Lily Holland had painted for me.  

Preschool assistant; Narelle had 

helped the girls put their painting 

in a frame. 

It now takes pride of place on the 

wall in my office. 

Thank you girls, I will treasure it! 

 

  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
 

In 2012 the Australian Government agreed on the National Quality Framework (NQF) for Early Childhood Education and Care services 

and new legislation and regulations were introduced.  The National Quality Framework (NQF) was the result of an agreement between 

all Australian governments to work together to provide better educational and developmental outcomes for children using education 

and care services.  New national quality standards (NQS) were developed and introduced to improve education and care across long 

day care, family day care, preschool/kindergarten, and outside school hours care.  Since 2013 these services across Australia are 

being assessed and rated against the NQS. In South Australia the Education and Early Childhood Services Registration and 

Standards Board (EECSRSB) undertakes the assessment and rating process.  
 

Two weeks ago we were visited by the EECSRSB where an assessor observed our OSHC program for an afternoon and morning 

session and then spent several hours with our OSHC Director; Stacey Willsmore and myself.  Prior to the visit we submitted our 

Quality Improvement Plan for our OSHC service and we then discussed and provided evidence as to how we were meeting the seven 

Quality Standards.  The assessor will now write a report of her findings and provide us with a rating of our service.  This rating can 

then be accessed by the public via the My Child website.  We are currently awaiting the report and rating.   
 

A lot of work has gone into ensuring our OSHC program meets all of the quality standards.  Stacey and I looked at this process as not 

only an opportunity to self-assess our current program and service but also an opportunity to showcase all of the great things about 

our OSHC and Vacation Care program.  The assessor made a comment to us that “what certainly stands out in our program is the 

quality relationships that are in place between staff and students”.  We feel proud of the positive environment that has been created in 

OSHC and appreciate the positive feedback that we often receive from parents and students.  I would sincerely like to thank all of the 

OSHC staff, and in particular Stacey Willsmore for the hard work and dedication shown on a daily basis to provide a quality OSHC 

service.  

This assessment process has been extremely good preparation for the assessment visit we will undergo in the future for our Preschool 

program.          Cathy France –Principal 

http://www.montessori.sa.edu.au/


School News 

 

GRANDPARENTS/SPECIAL PERSONS DAY 
We are pleased to be holding our biennial Grandparents & 
Special Persons Day this term.   
 

This is held over two days.  It is always such an enjoyable 
morning for all involved and a chance for students to perform for 
an audience and share with their grandparents/special person a 
part of their school life. 
 

This year Grandparents/Special Person Day will be held on: 

 Wed 26
th

 August for Cycle 1 students (Preschool & 
Primary) 

 Thurs 27
th

 August for Cycle 2 & 3 and Preschool 
groups 2 & 4 (Thurs/Fri groups) 

 
 

Grandparents & Special People will be asked to congregate in 
the hall at 9.30am.  The visit finishes at 11.30am. 
 

An invite has been sent home so that all families can arrange 
for their children to address the envelope/s and post or hand 
deliver to grandparents &/or special people.  
Grandparents/visitors will be requested to RSVP to the school 
to assist us with catering.  Student performances will entertain 
our visitors, a morning tea will be provided and they will have an 
opportunity to spend time in their grandchildren’s classrooms.  
A photographer will be present to take photos of 
guests/grandparents with their grandchildren.  
 

We ask that parents act promptly in delivering the invites 
so that grandparents & special people have plenty of notice 
of these days.  We have also emailed the invite with this 
newsletter for those parents who wish to email it onto 
Grandparents/visitors.  If you don’t receive it emailed & 
would like it to be – please contact the school office. 

 

SCHOOL STARTING TIMES 
It has come to the attention of staff and it seems to be 
becoming a worrying trend that more and more students are 
arriving late for school, and by this we mean more than just a 
few minutes late!    
It is important that parents bring their children to school for 
a punctual start.  Students need to arrive at school between 5-

15 minutes prior to school starting.  Can we remind parents the 
following times are when school starts: 

Middle School classes commence at  8.45am 
Primary classes commence at   9.00am 
Extended Day and Pre-School at  9.15am 

v 

The beginning of the day is a time when programs and class 
expectations are set, when routines are discussed and when 
students plan their social activities for the day. 
We consider it vital that your child is part of this planning time.  
Please make this a priority and help teach your child the 
importance and courtesy of punctuality. 
 

Any Yultiwirra students arriving late MUST report to the 

school office to advise of their arrival to ensure daily attendance 
records are accurate or they will remain marked as absent.  
This term teachers have begun recording the attendance roll 
electronically but they only do this once per day.  Late arrivals 
and early dismissals are recorded by the office staff. 

 

WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN 
This year we are once again participating in the Woolworths 
2015 Earn & Learn Program for valuable resources for our 

school.  Whenever you shop at Woolworths collect the stickers 
at the checkout and place them on sticker cards available in the 
school office (1 sticker for every $10 spent) and drop into the 
collection box located in the office.  So start collecting and ask 
work colleagues, neighbours, grandparents and friends to 
collect them for us too!! 
 

 
 

 

BOARD COMMUNIQUE – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Andrew Every and Ian Rooney attended their first Board 
meetings as new members and were welcomed to the Board. 
Cathy presented the compliance certificate confirming that all 
compliance requirements for the 2014 school year had been 
met.  The Compliance section of the Risk Management Plan 
was reviewed. 
The following policies were reviewed: Exclusion of Sick Children 
and Staff and the Grievance Policy. 
Cathy and Di briefed the Board on the launch and roll out of the 
new web site.  This has taken a huge amount of effort but will 
provide significant efficiencies for both staff and parents. 

Paul Daly – Board President 

 

OPEN DAY - YULTIWIRRA 
Open Day at Yultiwirra Campus will be held THIS SUNDAY 16

h
 

AUGUST from 2-4pm.  Our greatest marketing tool is positive 

affirmation through “word of mouth” by current school families.  
Please let anyone you know who may be interested in visiting 
our school or enrolling a child, the date & time of our Open Day. 
 

Letters have been sent home to some students inviting them to 
attend for an hour on Sunday to demonstrate Montessori 
materials.  Please return the RSVP slip ASAP to your child’s 
teacher to assist us with our planning for this day.   
 

QUIZ NIGHT: SATURDAY 29TH AUGUST 
Tickets are now available in the office! 

 

Saturday 29th August (Term 3 Week 6) 
To be held in the school hall – Yultiwirra Campus 

 

Please find an insert in today’s Newsletter advertising the 
upcoming Quiz Night and the opportunity to order your tickets. 
There will be “class tables” of ten people that you can add your 
name to or you can make up your own table.  The Quiz night is 
a “child free” event.          It is always a great night! 
 

QUIZ NIGHT- WINE BAG 
A “Bottle Bag” was inserted in the last Newsletter.  We are 
asking school families to donate a bottle of wine to go towards 
the Annual Wine Auction to be held on the evening of Quiz 
Night.  We would greatly appreciate and accept your 
contributions at the School Office.  Please return your filled 
bottle bag ASAP so the Fundraising committee has time to sort 

out donations prior to the evening. 
 

VIEWS ON VACCINATION  
Maggie Garsed is a past student of The Hills Montessori 

School and is currently in year 11 at the University Senior 
College.  She is currently completing a Research Project as part 
of her SACE requirement.  She is investigating the risks and 
benefits involved in vaccination.  She would be greatly 
appreciative if parents in our school could complete a 5 minute 
questionnaire she has devised to help her collect data around 
parents views on vaccination.  The questionnaire will be used 
for a section of her research which involves looking at parent's 
attitudes towards childhood vaccination.  All submissions are 
anonymous and parents are asked to complete the survey by 
31

st
 August. Please follow the link below:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/757W3DV 
In anticipation, Maggie would like to thank parents for taking the 
time to fill out the questionnaire. 
 

COMMUNITY LOTTERY– WHOLE SCHOOL 
Thank you to the families who’ve already returned their book.   
Ask friends, family and work colleagues to buy a ticket to be in 
the running for one of 150 great prizes and to support the 
school - all for just $2 ticket! 
 
 

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/757W3DV


News from the Cycles 

INFANT PROGRAM   

Louis is using his excellent eye / 
hand coordination, fine motor skills 
and concentration while enjoying a  

practical life activity. 
 

 
 

CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL  
We have been using a variety of 
practical life activities in our room.  Such 
as sifting, peeling, folding & pegging 
clothes and grinding in a mortar and 
pestle.  
Practical life activities are purposeful to 
the child. They choose the activities and 
then perform and perfect the tasks.  
They are designed to give children 
greater control of their fine motor skills 
that they need to become independent.   

 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY  
The Cycle 1 classes have been learning about the history of 
written language.  Children wrote their name using Egyptian 
hieroglyphics.  Children then explored Australian Indigenous 
symbols and used them to make their own symbol stories.  In 
science, children have been looking at the properties of air.  We 
have been conducting fun experiments to look at all the 
wonderful things air can do such as; move objects, suck a 
cooked egg into a bottle, blow 
bubbles using detergent, prevent 
water coming out of a leak in a water 
bottle, to name a few!  “We need air 
to blow up balloons” – Pearl.   
“We can’t smell it or see it, but we 
can see it when it’s cold” – Sandro.   
Air can be hot or cold” – Giselle. 
“There are very tiny organisms that 
travel in the air that we cannot see” – 
Aiden.  

 

CYCLE 2  

In Julie and Penny’s Cycle 2 class, the children have begun an 
integrated study of Antarctica.  So far we have been learning 
about What is and Where is Antarctica?  We have been looking 
at weather and the physical features of Antarctica.  We have 
researched different ice features, such as ice bergs, glaciers 
and ice shelves.  We have been discussing the Antarctic food 
web, from plankton to killer whales and their importance in that 
web.  Currently the students are using various resources to 
research Antarctic fauna, finding interesting facts, as well as 
size, breeding, diet, predators and what features they may have 
to protect them from the cold harsh Antarctic environment.  With 
a very busy term planned, we look forward to learning about 
various Antarctic explorers, an excursion to the Stirling library 
for science/book week and preparing for our Cycle 2 camp to 
Monarto later this term.    

 

MUSIC WITH MAREE 

It is once again our school’s turn to have the Gamelan 
instruments throughout term 3.  The children have already 
enjoyed many opportunities to 
play the many different 
instruments that make up the 
Gamelan orchestra.  These 
instruments include various 
met-allophones, gongs and 
drums. All very kindly 
volunteered to give the 
instruments a good clean and 
polish prior to the first 
Gamelan lesson. 

 

CYCLE 3  

This Semester, Cycle 3’s science topics 
are Astronomy and Sustainable Living.  
The two classes will each focus on one of 
these subjects in Term 3, then swap over 
in Term 4.  
This term Stacey and Attila's class are 
studying Astronomy with a particular focus 
on our Solar System and Constellations.  The students started 
by creating a KWL Chart (Know, Want to know, Learnt) on 

Astronomy which has helped to guide their research questions. 
They have explored scientific origins of the universe (the Big 
Bang), gained knowledge and understanding of what a galaxy 

is made up of and are now researching the planets and stars 
within our own Solar System.  The class are looking forward to 
starting the star gazing activities and using their moon 
observation tools to make daily entries into 
their individual moon observations calendar.  
This term sees Christine's class focusing on 
Sustainable Living.  So far, they have 
looked at the cycling of energy and 
materials on our earth.  They have made 
mini-living terrariums which help to develop 
their understanding of the Water Cycle.  
The students have also been studying the 
Web of Life - the connections between all 
living things on earth.  

 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS (YR 10) 
In the Adolescent Program, students are engaged with a 

number of great Occupations * at the moment.  

A carpentry group is working with Robert to build laying boxes 
for the chickens and a number of pieces of outdoor furniture for 
the community.  As well as learning basic carpentry skills with 
an expert they are developing their ability to plan projects, solve 
authentic problems and apply a range of concepts they are 
currently looking at in maths sessions.  
‘It has been an enjoyable exercise in creativity as well as an 
authentic learning experience’  Alexander Yalcin. 
 

A group is working with Alice 
to explore the ways food is 
preserved and why this has 
been an important process for 
people through time.  From 
making their own sauerkraut 
to making their own chutneys 
and jams, the fact that there is 
food involved has made this a thoroughly engaging occupation.  
The students enjoyed a recent visit from Paul Daly (School 
Board President) who showed them how to make traditional 
South African biltong.   
 

The film-making group is currently working with Tim and Ben 
(preservice teacher) to produce film versions of the three 

successful plays from this year’s cabaret. They are also putting 
together another film about life at the Wairoa campus. The 
students are working innovatively and creatively to share their 
learning with the wider community. ‘I’m finding this Occupation 
really interesting!’ Cassandra Buringa. 
 

A small group is working with Miranda to establish a new 
garden around the studio. They have taken genuine ownership 
of the project and have worked quickly to prepare the soil, 
select appropriate plants and set up sustainable systems in this 
area. It looks fantastic! 

* Occupations refers to integrated 

learning experiences that have 
authentic work at the core. Occupations 
provide opportunities for students to 
apply and extend some of their learning 
from the traditional learning areas as 
well as exposure to a wide range of 
new concepts and skills.  



School News 

 

TERM 3 DIARY DATES  
 
 

Thursday August 13 
Sharing Assembly 11.30am – **DATE CHANGE** 

Cycle 1 & 3 students sharing 
Parent Education “Nature Play” 6.30pm 
 

Friday August 14 
Wairoa Café 9.15am 
 

Sunday August 16 
Yultiwirra Open Day 2-4pm 
 

Monday August 17 – Friday August 21 
Book Week & Science Week 
 

Tuesday August 18 

RSPCA Fundraiser Cupcake Day – 12.30pm 
Executive Meeting 6.00pm 
Board Meeting 7.00pm 
 

Wednesday August 19 

Fundraising Meeting 9.00am 
 

Thursday August 20 

Police Band Performance 10am  (FREE for all students) 
 

Tuesday August 25 

Policy Meeting 4.00pm 
 

Wednesday August 26 – Friday August 28 
Adolescent Program Learning Links Field Trip 
 

Wednesday August 26 
Grandparents Day – Cycle 1 – Preschool & Primary 
CPR Meeting 4.00pm 
 

Thursday August 27 
Grandparents Day – Cycle 2 & 3 & Preschool Gps 2 & 4 
Cycle 1 (Primary) Parent Dinner at Jimmies Restaurant, Crafers 
 

Saturday August 29 
Finance committee Strategic Meeting 9.30am – 12.30pm 
Quiz Night 
 

Monday August 31 
Maria Montessori’s Birthday 
Montessori Children’s Foundation fundraiser 
 

 

FUTURE KEY DATES FOR TERM 3 
 
 

Wednesday September 2 – Thursday September 3 
Cycle 2 Camp to Monarto 
 

Thursday September 10 
Class Parent Rep meeting 9.15am 
 

Friday September 11 
Parent Get-Together at Yultiwirra 9.15am 
 

Tuesday September 15 
Sharing Assembly 1.30pm 

Cycle 2 & 4 students sharing 
 

Wednesday September 16 
Parent Discussion Group 9.30am-11am 

“Movement & the Brain” 
Facilitator: Ellie Ross (Student Wellbeing Worker)  

 

Thursday September 17 
Cycle 3 & 4 Music Concert 6.30pm 
 

Friday September 25 
Term 3 Ends 
 
 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“The adult works to improve his environment  

while the child works to improve himself.” 
Maria Montessori 

 

TERM DATES  2015 

TERM 3:    Friday 25th September 

TERM 4:   Tuesday 13th October – Wednesday 9th December 

 

LUNCH REMINDER – YULTIWIRRA 
Each Wednesday this term a Homemade Fresh Pasta Dish 
with tomato salsa & parmesan cheese is available for lunch.  

Three different sizes available (on display in the office).   
Please Note:  Orders must be placed on Tuesdays. 
 

 

ART CLASSES – YULTIWIRRA 
There will be  NO  Art Classes this term. 
 

 

RSPCA CUPCAKE DAY – YULTIWIRRA  
Next Tuesday, 18

th
 August  we are having a fundraiser for the 

RSPCA – a cup cake day.  We will sell them by the Cycle 3 
classroom at lunchtime.  To make the cup-cakes healthier, we 
will put ½ the sugar from the recipe.  A small cup-cake will cost 
$1 and a large one $2.  We would really like to help some 
animals recover and find homes to a really lovely family and to 
live a good life.    
Cycle 3 students:  Yasmin Rungen, Ruby Sierp, Aziza Stevens 

                & Ally Smith. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

MANAGING ANGER IN CHILDREN - presented by the Effective Living Centre: 

Wednesday 19 August, 7.30pm, 26 King William Rd, Wayville 
Presenter - Donna Broadhurst.  It's not easy living with our own emotions, let 
alone our child's ups and downs. Yet parents can help their children to safely 
express their feelings and manage strong emotions.   
Bookings can be made online at www.effectiveliving.org/positive-parenting 
 

Adelaide Hills Council - THE SUMMIT COMMUNITY CENTRE – 1 Crescent 

Drive, Norton Summit is a centre of fun, help, learning and friendship with 
classes/programs for Over 65’s;  Home & Garden;  Culture & Learning; Arts 
& Craft;  Food & Cooking;  Cancer Support Group and more.  
For information   Ph: 8390 0457  www.ahc.sa.gov.au or their Facebook Page. 
 

IRISH DANCE CLASSES – at the Verdun Hall, during School Terms, once per 

fortnight. 2.30 – 4.00pm, Saturdays   Vacancies for pupils from 3yrs to 50 plus 
years.  Girls, Boys & Adults.  Experience not necessary.  Reasonable fees – 
1st lesson free.  Ph: 0429 520 227  or  0405 244 181. 
 

ORGANIC FOOD CO-OP:  The Aldgate Valley Organic Food Co-Op meets 

every Friday morning from 10.30-11.30am.  They are a Community no-profit 
organization offering a source of Organic Fruit and Vegetables and a wide 
range of packaged or bulk dry goods at reasonable prices.  The Co-Op is run 
by a small group of volunteers on a roster system.  They offer a friendly 
shopping alternative and meeting place at The Aldgate Valley Community Hall 
on Nation Ridge Road, Aldgate.   
They welcome new members – so go and check them out or phone 
Susan on 0411 966 214. 
 

KIDS TAEKWONDO – Resilience, Confidence, Discipline, Self-Respect. 

Children can start at the age of 5 with experienced & qualified teachers. 

 Crafers Hall –   Tuesday & Thursday   

 Hahndorf Institute Hall -  Friday  
Enquiries Ph: 0412 909 500 or  0417 802 186  www.worldtaekwondo.com.au 

School Dates & Info 

http://www.effectiveliving.org/positive-parenting
http://www.ahc.sa.gov.au/
http://www.worldtaekwondo.com.au/

