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GRANDPARENTS & SPECIAL PERSONS DAY 
Two weeks ago our school held our biennial Grandparent’s/ 

Special Friends Day for our Yultiwirra students across two 

mornings.  Students invited their Grandparents and/or special 

friends to share in their school experience.  We had over 200 

guests across the two days.  The visitors were entertained by 

students prior to them enjoying morning tea in the hall.  Visitors 

were also able to spend some time in classrooms.  We were 

overwhelmed by the enthusiastic and positive responses 

received from our visitors and we are pleased to be able to 

facilitate the opportunity for these ‘special guests’ to experience 

a taste of the ‘school life’ of their grandchildren.   

Special thanks to Christine Stichel and class parent reps for 

their assistance on each day with the morning teas.  Photos 

taken on Grandparent’s Day have been distributed. 

We thank professional photographer Danny Cazzolato (past 

parent & school Life Member) for generously donating his time 

to photograph on the day.  If you’d like to re-order more prints 

let the office know asap. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY TERM! 
Phase four of ‘Technology Term’ is here! 

As part of Technology Term, we are excited to be 

launching eForms. This is a way of electronically 

delivering notices, correspondence and letters via a link 

provided in an email which allows parents to respond 

electronically if required.  This will help reduce the 

amount of paper notices sent out along with making it 

easier for parents to respond. 

The subject line of the email will identify what the notice 

or letter is about and the email will contain a message 

requesting parents to fill out an eForm and the link to it 

will be provided.  When you click on the link it will take 

you to the notice and you will be able to respond from 

there if a response is required. 

We hope that parents will find this a more efficient 

process.  

Have you visited our new website?   Do you realise that 

the school calendar is on the school website with all of 

the school events for the whole year. 

Visit our NEW Website! www.montessori.sa.edu.au 

  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
 

Two Saturday nights ago approx.110 school community members and friends enjoyed our 
annual Quiz Night held at Yultiwirra.  I have had overwhelmingly positive feedback from 

participants who attended the night with a number of people asking if we could have two 
quiz nights per year because it was such a great night!  There were lots of games, 
(including some new ones!) great prizes and fun!  Thanks for the terrific support on the 
night to all of those who attended.  In particular, thank you to Georgia Richmond 
(Fundraising Chair) and the Fundraising Committee for all of their preparatory work 

gathering prizes, organising the event and setting and packing up. 
By popular demand the cake auction was yet again a feature of the night and we thank 
those who baked and donated some delicious cakes; Vanessa Baryczka, Nicole Stewart 
& Wairoa Cakes (Cycle 4).  This year we also introduced a Silent Auction which raised a 
significant amount of money.  Also thanks to Ruth Nisbet who worked alongside me as a 
judge on the night. 
We also appreciated the support of our sponsors and all of the families who donated wine 
for the ‘Wine Lucky Dip’!   
This year we raised $3,213!  which is the most we have ever raised for a Quiz Night and 

double what we usually make!  This wonderful fundraising effort will go towards our 
fundraising goals for 2015.   
 

A huge thank you to Cycle 1 parent Pete Monaghan who stepped in at the last moment 
and was brilliant in the role of Quiz Master for the night.  He certainly added to the fun and 
frivolity of the night! 

             Cathy France –Principal 

 

http://www.montessori.sa.edu.au/


School News 

 

WELCOME NEW STAFF MEMBER 
We welcome Emma Slater who has been appointed to the 

position of OSHC Director.  Students and families may be 
familiar with Emma as she has been working in our OSHC 
program since the last holidays.  We look forward to her 
leadership, input and contributions to the OSHC/Vacation Care 
program. 
 

WE ARE A SUN SMART SCHOOL– WHOLE SCHOOL  
Please remember that we are a Sun Smart School and all 
students are required to wear a broad brimmed hat and 
appropriate clothing to protect the skin when going outside for 

any activity. Our policy states that particularly from the 1st 

September – 30th April students will wear broad brimmed hats 
whenever they are outside.  Sun block is provided by the school 
and students are taught by the school adults to apply sun block 
before leaving the classroom.  Please ensure that your child 
has a named sunhat that can be kept in his/her bag or on the 
hat stand in the classroom and that it is at school. 

 

PARENT DISCUSSION GROUP – WHOLE SCHOOL 
“Move your body, grow your brain” 

Wednesday 16th September - 9.15am 
This term our guest speaker, Kimberley Szuster will be sharing 

her knowledge about the importance of movement on brain 
development.  The session will highlight the importance of 
movement, exercise and the brain.  We will look at how 
movement can help your child build a better brain, become 
smarter and healthier. The latest research in brain development 
will be shared.  Please wear your comfy clothes as at the end of 
the session you will be taken through some exercises you can 
participate in at home with your child/ren.  Parent discussion 
groups are always a great way to learn new information and 
hear tips and tricks from other parents, so come along and join 
in! Please register your intention to attend at the office.                       

Ellie- Student Wellbeing Worker 

 

CYCLE 3 & 4 MUSIC CONCERT 
Thursday 17

th
 September (wk 9) 6.30pm  Held in Yultiwirra 

 

This concert is for Cycle 3 & 4 students who receive individual 

musical instrument tuition.  An eForm has been emailed to all 
Cycle 3 & 4 families.  To enable us to prepare the program 
please RSVP and let us know if your child is able to attend/ 
perform so we can include them in the running order & 
program. 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR QUIZ NIGHT SPONSORS 
 

Special thanks to the businesses who provided prizes and 

sponsored our Quiz Night.   
We greatly appreciate their support and value their generosity 
and sense of community. 
Bridgewater Inn   Mitre 10 Mt Barker 
Fasta Pasta   Wairoa Cakes 
Beerenberg   Spring Gully 
RAA    Cibo Stirling 
Balhannah Hotel   Blackwood RSL 
Oriental Garnish   Tapanappa 
Red Cacao   Café Primo 
The Barn   The Bee Bloke 
Movenpick   Eco Shop 
Crabtree & Evelyn  Mount Little Station 
Brighton Caravan Park  Mem Coffee 
Stirling Cellars   Evangelista Family 
Adelaide Hills Farmers market Richmond Family 
Mt Barker-Hahndorf Golf Club  
Adelaide Showground Farmers market 
 
 

 

MARIA MONTESSORI’S BIRTHDAY 
Dr Maria Montessori was born on 
the 31st August 1870, 145 years 
ago (last Monday!)  Many of you 
will have some knowledge of Maria 
Montessori and her extraordinary 
life.  She was certainly ahead of her 
time.  She graduated as the first 
female physician in Italy, she was a 
professor of anthropology at the 
University of Rome, she studied 
psychology and philosophy and 
was nominated for three Nobel Peace Prizes.  She founded the 
first Casa dei Bambini, or "Children's House" in Rome in 
January 1907 and in 2007 we celebrated the centenary of that 
first school opening and last year we celebrated the centenary 
of Montessori education being introduced in Australia.  What 
ultimately became the Montessori method of education 
developed in that first Casa dei Bambini, based upon 
Montessori's scientific observations of those children.  She 
worked tirelessly throughout her life observing children and 
teaching teachers her method of education.  Her work & legacy 
lives on through the many Montessori schools throughout the 
world. 
 

Every year the school celebrates Maria Montessori's birthday by 
raising money for the Montessori Children's Foundation which 
provides money to Indigenous communities in Australia.  This 
year the Cycle 3 student leaders arranged to hold a “Mad Hair” 
day.  Students were encouraged to get creative and come to 
school with a “mad” hair style and/or bright coloured clothing 
and pay a gold coin to participate.  
 

CUPCAKES 4  A  CURE - YULTIWIRRA 
Did you know that three Australian children die every week from 
childhood cancer?  We didn't, until we started researching The 
Kids' Cancer Project and it is statistics like this that made us 
want to get involved in Cupcakes 4 a Cure.  This Friday 11

th
 

September at the parent get together at Yultiwirra and during 
lunchtime for the students, we will be selling cupcakes for 
$1.50ea. There will be gluten free, egg free & dairy free 

varieties available. Please help us make our fundraiser a 
success by coming along to the parent get together and/or 
sending your child/ren with money to school that day!  
Thank you!  

Bethany, Jacob, Chris, Neneh, Lily and Taylor (Student Leaders) 

 

VISITORS FOR CYCLE 1 & 2 
Art teacher and author Proo Geddes and her wildlife warrior 
partner John Wamsley will be visiting the Cycle 1 and 2 
classes next Monday 14 September at 1.30pm.  Proo will be 
reading her new children's book "Let it down Huey" which 
features the Australian plants and animals from the Warrawong 
Wildlife Sanctuary.  A copy of Proo's book will be donated to the 
school library so the whole school community will have access 
to it. 
Although they no longer own Warrawong, John and Proo 
continue their conservation work in their own garden which they 
will be opening to the public on the 26

th
 & 27

th
 September. 

Wirrapunga Indigenous Garden, 7 Williams Road, Aldgate. 
For more info & details see Opengardensa.org.au 
 

Midway for Kids 

Kids fun & festivities on the Stirling Lawns! 
Are you interested in being involved in our new exciting 
fundraising event?  Come along to a special meeting being held 
to discuss ideas and organisation for this event. 
Tomorrow - Thursday 10

th
 Sept. at 9.15am in the staff room 

Come along and join the team!  It’s a great way to meet other 
parents and work together on a great community event!   
  

http://opengardensa.org.au/


News from the Cycles 

INFANT PROGRAM   

Pouring is one of the practical 
life activities that takes a lot of practice 

and skill. Clancy is showing how it done 
with care and concentration. 

 
 

CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL 
A recent highlight in the Preschool was 
Grandparents/special person’s day.  We were very excited to 
welcome our Grandparents and special guests into our 

classroom to show them around.  Some 
children chose to demonstrate using the 
Montessori materials to their visitors and 
others enjoyed designing & threading their 
own necklaces. Additionally all children 
threaded a wooden bead onto a piece of 
material of the child’s choice, wrote the 
names of their Grandparent/visitor, along 
with the child’s name and tied it onto our 
hanging mobile.  Our mobile hangs 
proudly in our classroom above our 
reading corner, to remind us of the time we 
shared with our grandparents and special 
people in our lives.  

 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY 
The Cycle 1 primary children continue to investigate the 
Indigenous culture of the Aboriginal peoples of Australia.  We 
have begun to view Dreaming stories and discuss what 
Aboriginal children learnt from these stories.  While viewing the 
DVD’s, the children decide whether the story is teaching about 
landscape features, animal features, food and /or how to 
behave.  The children have also drawn drafts for their own 
symbols stories which they are going to paint using introduced 
Indigenous art techniques.  
“There was a father, mother and two 
children sitting at a campsite. There 
were bush raisins for them to eat. A 
honey ant was coming to the 
children. A possum was coming to 
eat some of the bush raisins. A 
snake was coming to lay eggs. An 
emu and a kangaroo were drinking 
from the river”    Abigail 
“It was a starry night. A honey ant 
was going to get warm by the fire. A 
snake was eating bush raisins. The 
child and woman are going to get 
water from the river. The wind break 
was keeping them warm. The 
kangaroo and snake are coming 
back from the swamp.”     Summer 

 
 

PE WITH ATTILA 

During the PE sessions this term Cycle 1 has enjoyed practicing 
movement and coordination. Students have been participating 
in various group games such as tag or working on individual 
skills like bouncing and catching.   
& 

Cycle 2 & 3 have been learning about the skills and strategies 
involved with basketball.  Students have participated in group 
games, fitness sessions and team building activities.  
 

Cycle 4 has 
advanced their skills 
for touch football and 
orienteering. The 
Wairoa gardens are 
an ideal setting for 
many different 
orienteering courses.  

CYCLE 2  

This week the Cycle 2 classes have had an exciting and 
adventurous time camping in the old shearing shed at Monarto 
Zoo.  Despite the wet weather, Penny & Julie’s class enjoyed 
and participated in a variety of activities.  On the first day we 
had a guided tour around the park, where we began working on 
our activity books in groups.  We visited the rhinoceros 
enclosure and were asked to identify the rhinos’ by the shape of 
their tusks.   
The students made their own ‘junior keeper’ necklaces, which 
became their passports to be able to participate in keeper 
duties, such as cleaning out enclosures, weeding and removing 
rocks.  We are grateful to have had such wonderful support 
from all of our parent helpers.  The children and adults all 
appeared to have had a great time!   
Pepe - My favourite part of camp was seeing the Meerkats. 
Sarah – I enjoyed the most was sleeping in the shearing shed. 
Kari – I particularly liked going on the night walk. 
Michael – We cleaned out the old bedding from the Painted 
Dogs bedroom and it was so exciting. 
Charlotte – One of the jobs 
we did to “Make A Difference” 
was clear the edging rocks off 
the path. 
Frances – Watching the 
Giraffes at sunrise was a 
great experience. 
Jonah – I liked the story 
telling around the campfire. 
] 

CYCLE 3  

The Yr 6 students presented their 
Major Projects this past fortnight.   
The list of topics included: Magic and 
Alchemy (Chris); Soccer (Jiah); 
Animation (Zen); Birds (Sharni) 
Special Effects (Taylor); Chess 
(Matthew); Mountain Biking (Ryan); 
Islamic Culture (Bethany); Apples 
(Jake); Racing (Jackson); Horses 
(Lily); Snails (Jacob); Endangered 
Animals (Neneh); Fencing (Angus);. 
The other Cycle 3 students thoroughly 
enjoyed the presentations - especially those that included 
special guests and hands-on audience participation. 
Christine, Stacey and Attila would like to congratulate you all on 
your wonderful presentations.  

 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS (YR 10) 
Two weeks ago Wairoa students enjoyed a three day field trip 
to Innes National Park on the Yorke Peninsula. 

Conducting a marine debris  
audit with the  
Department of Environment  
on Pondalowie Surf Beach. 
 
 
 
 

Some of the marine debris 
collected from the beach 
transect. 

Overlooking the 
Spencer Gulf 

from West Cape. 



School News 

 

TERM 3 DIARY DATES  
 

Thursday September 10 
Combined Class Parent Rep & Fundraising meeting 9.15am 

To discuss the upcoming “Midway for Kids” event 
 

Friday September 11 
Parent Get-Together at Yultiwirra 9.15am 
Cycle 3 (Stacey/Attila’s class) excursion to the Planetarium 
 

Cupcakes 4 a Cure – childhood cancer fundraiser 
$1.50 per cup cake – Yultiwirra 

 

Sunday September 13 
Tournament of Minds 
 

Monday September 14 
Cycle 1 & 2 tennis clinic 
 

Tuesday September 15 
Sharing Assembly 1.30pm - Cycle 2 & 4 students sharing 

All parents welcome 
 

Executive Meeting 6.00pm 
 

Wednesday September 16 
Parent Discussion Group 9.30am-11am 

“Movement & the Brain” 
Facilitator: Ellie Ross (Student Wellbeing Worker)  

Fundraising Meeting 9.00am 
 

Thursday September 17 
Cycle 3 & 4 Music Concert 6.30pm 
 

Tuesday September 22 
Policy Meeting 4.30pm 
Board Meeting 7.00pm - (rescheduled) 
 

Thursday September 24 
CPR Meeting 4.00pm 
 

Friday September 25 
Snap Shot Books home for Yultiwirra students 

End of Term 3 – 2pm finish 
 

Monday Sept 28 – Monday Oct 12 

Vacation Care Program 

(No Vac Care on Public Holiday Mon Oct 5) 

 

FUTURE KEY DATES FOR TERM 4 
 

Tuesday October 13 
Term 4 Begins 
 

Wednesday October 21 & Thursday 22
nd

 October 
School Photos 
 

Sunday October 25  
Midway for Kids event in Stirling 10am – 4pm 
 

Sunday November 15  
Stirling Christmas Pageant 
 

Wednesday December 2  
Year 6 Graduation 
 

Friday December 4 
Middle School Exhibition of Work & Learning 
Cycle 4 Graduation 
 

Monday December 7 
End of Year Concert 
 

Wednesday December 9 
Term 4 Ends 
 

Check the school website for the  
detailed school calendar! 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“Everyone has a special tendency, a special vocation,  

modest, perhaps, but certainly useful.” 
Maria Montessori 

 

TERM DATES  2015 

TERM 4:   Tuesday 13th October – Wednesday 9th December 
 

 

COMMUNITY LOTTERY– WHOLE SCHOOL 
Thank you to the families who’ve already returned their book.   
 

The Lottery closes on Friday 18
th

 September so make sure 
your book is returned by the end of next week – please do 
not leave it to the last minute.  We hope to avoid a lot of time, 
effort and money having to chase books like we did last year.   
 

Every book legally needs to be accounted for  

and each family was allocated one last term. 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  -  SHOEBOX 

CHARITY DRIVE 
We would like to thank those people in our school community 
that have helped us raise over $300 by supporting the book 
sale last term and the popcorn sale two weeks ago!  The money 
is going to allow us to pay for postage for 12 boxes ($9 per box) 
as well as buy some of the contents, yet we do need further 
support to make the boxes really special.  If your family is able 
to donate an item for one of the boxes that would be most 
appreciated.  There is a list at the office of the items we 
need, anyone willing to donate can write their name alongside 

the item you plan to donate.  We will require all items to be 
donated by Thursday 24

th
 September, last week of term.  If 

you would like more information about the shoebox drive, 
please ask Ellie Ross. Thanking you in advance 

Bethany, Jacob, Chris, Neneh, Lily and Taylor (Student Leaders) 

 

WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN STICKERS 
As you know, our school has been participating in the 
Woolworths Earn & Learn program which has now finished for 

this year, so a big thanks to everyone who supported our 
school.  This week, please send in your Woolworths Earn & 
Learn Sticker Sheets and any loose Earn & Learn stickers you 
may have.  Every little bit helps.  We will then be able to get 
new educational equipment for our school. The more we collect, 
the more we can redeem. Thanks again for all your support! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Amanda Burnard on the birth of a 

daughter, Kaitlin – a sister for Mary (Ruth’s/Tony’s Class), 
Charli (Chantel/Susan’s Extended Day) & Lucy (Infant Program) 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

MT BARKER CRICKET CLUB  Registration Day this Sunday, 13th Sept. 

12-2pm.  Players of all ages and abilities are most welcome at  
Rec Centre/Football Oval, Howard Lane, Mt Barker.   
Info:  mtbarkercc@gmail.com  or Ph: Andrew 0499 024 958 
 

HILLS LITTLE ATHLETICS PROGRAM Summer Season is commencing 
on Sunday, 11th Oct. at 9am at Heathfield High School Oval - offering 
children aged 3-17yrs an athletics program for all abilities.  For more 
info Ph: Stephen on 0438 227 070 or register at www.hlac.org.au  
 

HUGE CHILDREN’S BOOK SALE:  50-90% off everything for 2 days only.  

Thousands of children’s books will be on sale including paperback novels, 
picture and chapter books, activity items and much more!   
Fill a box for $40!  Payment by EFTpos, cash or credit card. 
When: 8am – 6pm Wednesday 16th Sept. and Thursday, 17th Sept. 
Where: Scholastic Warehouse, 39-41 King Street, Norwood. 
  

School Dates & Info 

 

mailto:mtbarkercc@gmail.com
http://www.hlac.org.au/

