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TOURNAMENT OF THE MINDS 
 
On Sunday 11th September Cycle 3 students Hayden, Jack, 
Kit, Lizzie, Lucas, Maddy K & Ruby, all participated in 
Tournament of the Minds at Flinders University.  
 
They met during their lunch times and after school working 
hard to solve the problems of their challenge. Their challenge 
was “that their team had survived a major catastrophe but had 
lost their hearing”. Also, they were tasked with using non-
verbal skills to communicate and send a message and to use 
science to do so.  Also….they were given a spontaneous 
challenge on the day (4 min to prepare and 1 min to present). 
Tough! 
 
They did a fantastic job and gave an entertaining performance, 
presenting a very creative solution, using video, signs and 
shadow puppets. Thanks to Christine who encouraged them 
throughout the process, and gave up her time on Sunday. 
Susan Bruce 
(Parent of  Jackson and Kit)  
 

 
  
 
 

WORKING BEE 
 

 
 
Some of the great work achieved at the working bee. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
 

Collaboration and Team Work are essential components of 
Montessori classrooms and communities.  In Montessori 
environments students learn responsibility and cooperation 
(teamwork) through real life experiences, within and beyond the 
classroom. Learning opportunities that engage students 
productively in cooperative activities, endeavours to produce 
conscious, compassionate and knowledgeable global citizens.  
 
 

Recently we have seen many examples of cooperation and 
teamwork within our school community.  A group of Cycle 3 
students has recently participated in Tournament of the Minds, a 
student driven problem solving challenge that focuses on team 
work.  Students were challenged at times by the process of 
collaboration and tempted to ‘throw in the towel’ but were 
encouraged to persevere.  They managed to reach consensus at 
the last hurdle and presented well on the day, experiencing true 
feelings of pride and satisfaction- as you can tell by the faces in 
the photograph (at right). 
 
 

Similarly other students are working together with volunteer 
parents to compete in the Lego League Robotics competition.   
This group meets after school once a week where they are 
developing their plan and skills in readiness for the big event in 
November. 
 
 

Wairoa students regularly work in teams as part of their specific 
learning foci in their occupations, as part of the day to day tasks 
of managing their campus grounds and of course at their Café.  
Students take on different roles, experience being leaders, 
followers, innovators, ‘doers’ and more!  
 
 

Furthermore, parents and staff have modelled terrific 
collaboration whilst working together creatively.  Many worked 
on improving our bush play space at the working bee, creating 
fresh and inspiring ‘nature play’ opportunities.  Others have been 
working side by side with students developing costumes, music 
and sets for the Cycle 3 Play.  It is so valuable for our students 
to see community adults collaborating in this way. 
 
 

These varied experiences assist students to develop their skills 
of ‘Executive Function’, now recognised as essential skills for the 
fast paced and ever changing world in which we live.  In  
this day and age so much of our children’s lives revolve around 
competing against one another. We sometimes hear parents 
say, “Well, my child must learn how to compete to get ahead.” In 
reality, our world needs us to support the development of 
students who know how to work as a team, listen to other 
opinions and make good, solid decisions based on the input 
from many ideas…not just one. We all need a reminder that 
sometimes life is challenging and we need to collaborate with 
each other to get through each obstacle. 
 

Susan Harris Evans –Acting Principal 



School News 

WORKING BEE 
Last Sunday's working bee was a great success with a 
tremendous amount of work being done.  
 

The children who attended along with their parents were very 
excited by the way the Bush Play area was being enhanced. It 
was a wonderful community effort.  
 

Thank you to everyone who came along and helped so 
enthusiastically. I'd particularly like to thank Paul Evangelista 
for his ongoing expertise and Georgia Richmond for supplying 
the ideas and impetus.  Georgia nature play display board 
inspired and motivated our community. 
 

Many parents expressed enthusiasm for another working bee 
next term. The great thing about Nature Play principles is that 
instead of investing in hugely expensive fixed play equipment a 
range of natural, lightweight materials can be processed for 
use by children. Creativity, imagination, cooperative effort, 
planning and fun are promoted.  
 

Parents too, can enjoy creating these wonderful flexible play 
spaces, as we saw on Sunday. Also a lot of hard yakka was 
done to clear accumulated debris and begin the resolution of 
drainage issues. Thanks to all of those that toiled on the less 
exciting tasks. 
Tony Calvett- Facilities Chair and Teacher  
 

 
THANK YOU 
Thank you for spending your 
Sunday making the bush 
amazing, and a BIG thank you 
to Georgia and Tony for 
organising the day. 
 
Thank you, from Frances & 
Satine on behalf of all 
students and Cycle 2 in 
particular. 
 

CYCLE 3 & 4 MUSIC CONCERT 
PLEASE NOTE: CHANGE OF DATE 

Wednesday 28th September (wk 10) 6.30pm 
Held in the hall @ Yultiwirra 

 

This concert is for Cycle 3 & 4 students who receive individual 
musical instrument tuition.  A form will shortly be sent out to all 
Cycle 3 & 4 families.   
 
To enable us to prepare the program please RSVP and let 
us know if your child is able to attend/ perform so we can 
include them in the running order & program. 
 

BOARD COMMUNIQUE – WHOLE SCHOOL 
The Financial Risks section of the Risk Management Plan was 
reviewed. 
The following policies were reviewed: 
·Delegation of authority 
·Safe and Supportive environments 
·Incident Injury, and Illness 
It was noted that with the exception of one subject in one year 
(92%), 100% of students that wrote NAPLAN achieved the 
minimum standard. 
It was noted that the Pre-school Quality Standards and Rating 
Assessment achieved a rating of “Exceeding” across all 7 
Quality areas.  All involved are to be heartily congratulated and 
their hard work acknowledged. 
Paul Daly – President 
 
 

WE ARE A SUN SMART SCHOOL– WHOLE SCHOOL 
Please remember that we are a Sun Smart School and all 
students are required to wear a broad brimmed hat and 
appropriate clothing to protect the skin when going outside 
for any activity. Our policy states that particularly from the 1st 

September – 30th April students will wear broad brimmed hats 
whenever they are outside.  Sun block is provided by the 
school and students are taught by the school adults to apply 
sun block before leaving the classroom.  Please ensure that 
your child has a named sunhat that can be kept in his/her bag 
or on the hat stand in the classroom and that it is at school. 

 

MICHAEL’S PLAY- PERFORMANCE THIS FRIDAY 
Michael, as part of an independent study, has written and 
directed his own theatre piece to be presented by a team of 
Cycle 3 performers.  The play will premiere this Friday at 
12.45pm in the Common Room- admission is by gold coin 
donation with all monies raised donated to the Montessori 
Children’s Foundation.  Congratulations Michael and ‘Break a 
Leg!’ 
 

SELAMAT JALAN!   
Thirteen Cycle 4 students, together with staff members Pippa, 
Dave and Lyndal depart to Indonesia on Saturday 8th October 
for their 15 day international language trip.  No doubt they will 
have a wonderful learning experience and adventure and we 
look forward to hearing all about it on their return!  
 
 
 

PHONE & INTERNET DISRUPTIONS 
 

Please be aware that due to NBN and Telstra works in the 
Aldgate and Stirling areas we have had ongoing disruptions to 
our communications.  This may continue into the next few 
weeks. We have been working hard to ensure that basic 
communication with the school is still possible.  Please note 
that communication with the Wairoa Campus is currently 
disrupted.  
 

CAKE STALL – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Members of the Fundraising Committee are organising a Cake 
Stall to be held at the Stirling Markets on Sunday 25th 
September 10.00am – 4.00pm.  We are hoping that as many 
families as possible will support this fundraiser as we need 
plenty to sell as it is always a very successful day.  If you can 
bake, provide produce or help on the day please fill out the 
form that was sent home this week.  A roster is in the office! 
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WITH SHINE 
Last week our staff combined together with Natalya from 
SHINE to reflect on language and practices of inclusivity.  We 
learned more about the ways in which we can support diverse 
individuals and families connected with the LGBTI community 
and ensuring that our school provides a safe and supportive 
environment for all students and families. 
 
 

NAPLAN RESULTS – WHOLE SCHOOL 
I am sure parents with children in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 will be 
interested to know that the NAPLAN results have arrived.  
Parents are asked to contact their child’s class teacher to 
make a time to discuss the results in conjunction with other 
school records.  This national testing is but one facet of the 
whole picture and needs to be considered in conjunction with 
everyday assessment practices.   
 

TERM 4 SAUSAGE SIZZLE - YULTIWIRRA 
 

A Sausage Sizzle note will be sent home this week in 
preparation for our Term 4 Sausage Sizzle in the 1st week 
(Friday October 21st).  Orders must be in by the last day of 
THIS term.  Class Parent Reps are organising & hosting this 
special lunch for the students to celebrate the beginning of 
Term 4! 



News from the Cycles 

INFANT PROGRAM   

Chloe is employing many of her skills to 
spoon polenta into little containers. She is 
learning, concentrating, using great eye/hand 
coordination, taking care and enjoying the 
activity. 

 
CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL 
Wheels Day is a highlight of the preschool 
year and an opportunity for children to bring 
their scooter, three wheeler or two wheeler to 
preschool.  
 
The children practise putting their helmet on, 
manoeuvring their bike sensibly and safely 
around a track, travelling in the same 
direction and using road rules. 
 
The track had intersections and traffic lights 
for them to practise giving way to others. The 
children especially enjoyed crossing the 
pedestrian crossing and parking their bikes in 
the parking bays to have a break when they 
felt tired. 
 

 
CYCLE 1 PRIMARY 
Grammar is Cool!  
There was a great moment of industrious 
calm and ‘flow’ when Dante, Nyasha and 
Louis were working on Farm 2.  
Systematically they worked through the non-
phonetic grammar cards and after a long 
period of intense discussion and cooperative 
effort, these students produced sentences 
with all the main parts of speech. Grammar 
can be an enjoyable and satisfying activity 
that teaches how to construct interesting 
sentences.  
 

 
CYCLE 2  
Last Week both Cycle 2 classes enjoyed 
a fun-filled-packed 2 Day Camp.  This 
year we chose to bunk in our Cycle 2 
classrooms and spend both days 
travelling on different excursions.  On the 
Thursday we headed down to the 
Adelaide Zoo for the morning.  We visited 
the Education Centre to learn about 
habitats, a Zoo Keeper introduced us to a 
few of their animals and despite some rain 
we managed to spend some time at the 
Nature Playground as well as visit various 
enclosures.   
 
The afternoon was spent in the museum, with Rosi’s class 
focussing on fossils and Penny and Julie’s class focussing on 
Ancient Egypt.  That night the weather came in very stormy, 
but this did not dampen the children’s spirits.  After self-
prepared wood oven pizzas, the children played games in the 
hall whilst listening to thunder and lightning, then mellowed in 
front of a short movie before bed.  
Friday morning we spent a very interesting and engaging time 
at the Marine Discovery Centre, the children did some beach 
combing at Tennyson Dunes beach before heading back to 
school.  Thank you to all the parents who helped out on camp 
and those who provided meals for our camp.  It was much 
appreciated. 
 

 

CYCLE 3  
To complement their media studies, Cycle 3 students 
visited the Advertiser Newspaper Print Centre and 
the Adelaide ABC studios for their 
Term 3 excursion.  
At the print centre, they got up close to 
the gigantic print press which towered 
above them. The students were really 
impressed by the speed and the noise 
of the machines!  
The highlight for most of the students 
was the tour of the ABC studios where they got to witness live 
radio reporting and go behind the scenes of one of their 
favourite shows "Behind the News". They were also very 
pleased to meet the presenters of BTN who gave a great Q&A 
session...including giving the kids a preview of the following 
week's articles! 

 
 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS  
Cycle 4 students have this term been involved with a choice of 
Occupations: Understanding the Weather, 
Senior Science, and Investigating Bees at 
Wairoa.  The Bees occupation has led to 
students engaging in a variety of rich and 
interesting learning experiences led by Bee 
experts from the wider community. Students 
have expanded their knowledge of Bee biology 
- anatomy and reproductive cycles among other 
very interesting things, and more recently learnt 
about the more practical side of bee 
keeping.  This has included building bee boxes, making 
frames, wiring and embedding wax as well as how to manage 
a hive and extract honey. We have just discovered a perfect 
site for our bees and are looking forward to the possibility of 
having them at our site. 

   
INDONESIAN WITH LYNDAL  
Our generous native-speaker friends from Flinders Uni - Pak 
Rahmat, Pak Boby, Ibu Cece and Ibu 
Dwi- thoughtfully prepared three scripts 
for likely Bali scenarios written both in 
formal language and also 'street' 
language, which they rehearsed in 
several visits to Wairoa last month. It 
was so affirming to see our competent 
adolescents respond to the warmth and generosity of our 
visitors, setting themselves ever-higher fluency and risk-taking 
bars. Meanwhile Cycle 3 have also done the hard yards, 
preparing at least seven entries for the INDOfest short film 
festival. This term the students took the reins, writing their own 
script for this year's theme: Berbeda Tapi Sama (Different but 
the same.).  Group script writing offers important challenges 
and skill development, with the end product being something 
we will refer to over the coming term. Please enjoy everyone's 
valuable efforts. Regards, Lyndal  
 
Cicak dan Kuda  Feiya, Madi K, Maddy B, Isla 
https://youtu.be/2hrKr3cVewY    
      
Ini Rambut Saja. Charlotte, India, Macy, Amelia 
https://youtu.be/2cmHOUgkokc   
 

Berbeda Tapi Sama: DI Restoran Will, Darcy, Taran 
https://youtu.be/sr8YBT7aC9w 
 

Berbeda tapi sama  Jamie, Ethan, Adino, Jack
 https://youtu.be/7P6cv-vMCyM   
Berbeda tapi sama: Danger: Dexter, Remi, Elroy Joseph   
https://youtu.be/u_1ksxPI9ro Sosij-sosij: Berbeda tapi sama middle 
chool https://youtu.be/c78Lkx0H9VE        

  

https://youtu.be/2hrKr3cVewY
https://youtu.be/2cmHOUgkokc
https://youtu.be/sr8YBT7aC9w
https://youtu.be/7P6cv-vMCyM
https://youtu.be/u_1ksxPI9ro
https://youtu.be/c78Lkx0H9VE


School News 

 
TERM 3 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight) 

 

Thursday September 22 
WHS Meeting – 3.45pm  
Cycle 3 Play – Mylor Hall – NOTE Change of Date 
 

Sunday September 25 
Cake Stall @ Stirling Market 
 

Wednesday September 28 
Policy Meeting – 4.00pm 
Cycle 3 & 4 Music Concert – NOTE Change of Date 
 

Friday September 30 
Snap Shot Books home for Yultiwirra students 
End of Term 3 – 2pm finish 
 

Vacation Care Program 
Tuesday Oct 4 – Monday Oct 17 
 (No Vac Care on Public Holiday Mon Oct 3) 

 

FUTURE KEY DATES FOR TERM 4 
 

Monday October 17 
Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday October 18 
Term 4 Begins 
 

Wednesday October 19 
Fundraising Committee Meeting – 9.15am 
 

Thursday October 20 
OH& S Meeting – 4pm 
 

Friday October 21 
Sausage Sizzle 
Yr 8, 9 & 10 Indonesian Trip return 
 
Monday October 24 
Finance Committee Meeting – 6pm 
 

Tuesday October 25 
Facilities Meeting (Wairoa) – 8am 
Executive Meeting – 6pm 
Board Meeting – 7pm 
 

Thursday October 27 
Parent Rep Meeting – 2.30pm 
Policy Meeting 4.30pm 
 

Tuesday November 1 
Yultiwirra Open Day – 10am-12noon 
 

Wednesday November 2 & Thursday November 3 
School Photos 
 

Thursday November 3 
Marketing Task Group – 4pm 
 

Tuesday November 8 
Finance Meeting – 6pm 
 

Thursday November 10 
Full day Transition Visit @ Wairoa for Yr 6 students 

POSTPONED 
The screening of “That Sugar Film” on Friday 23 September 
has been postponed until Term 4 as there are already many 
school events occurring at the moment. 

Stay posted for a new date for the screening. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
Everyone has a special tendency, a special vocation,  

modest, perhaps, but certainly useful.” 
Maria Montessori 

 

TERM DATES  2016 
TERM 3:   Tuesday 26th July - Friday 30th September 
TERM 4:   Tuesday 18th October – Wednesday 14th December 
 

 

TERM DATES  2017 
TERM 1:   Tuesday 7th February - Friday 13th April 
TERM 2:   Tuesday 2nd May – Friday 7th July 
TERM 3:   Tuesday 25th July - Friday 29th September 
TERM 4:   Tuesday 17th October – Wednesday 13th December 
 

 

CYCLE 2 REFURBISHMENT 
 

CAN YOU HELP? 
Friday 14th October 10am-11am 

 

We would love some parent helpers to move back into the Cycle 2 
Classroom after our refurbishment in the holidays. 

RSVP to the Office by Friday 30th September 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Ink Pots Arts Circus “Come & Try. 
Where Mount Barker Town Hall, 34-38 Gawler Street 
When: 10th Oct 9.30-10.30am 4-6 year olds & 10.45-11.45am 7 years and over 
Cost:$15 per childBookings essential: quill@inkpot.com.au or 0429 673 327 
 
Worth Gallery and Fisher Jeffries invites you and a guest to the opening of Richard 
Musgrave-Evans "Light On An Ancient Land" 
Official Opening by Jim Gehling: Senior Research Scientist, Palaeontology, South 
Australian Museum 6-8pm Friday October 7th Level 1, 19 Gouger St Adelaide 
RSVP by 3rd October to info@worthgallery.com ph 0431 187 558 
or rsvp@fisherjeffries.com.au `Open hours 9-6pm Monday to Friday 
 
Ink Pot Arts presents The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe  
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/MVEX 
 
Duck and Turtle School Holiday Sports Fitness Program 
8.30am-3pm for ages 6-12 
Tues Oct 4 - Soccer Focus 
Wed Oct 5 - Soccer and Football Focus 
Fri Oct 7 - Cheerleading and Yoga Focus 
Orphanage Park, Mitchell St, Millswood 
All sessions include morning and afternoon fruit snack. 
Run by qualified experienced teachers and coaches. For more information: 
nickmezzino.wixsite.com/duckandturtle 
 
MINI MAVS BASKETBALL @ EASTERN MAVERICKS – Basketball program for 5 – 10 
year olds to learn the basic skills of basketball – passing, shooting, dribbling and 
teamwork in a fun environment! Every Sunday morning from 14th August @ Adelaide 
Hills Recreation Centre, only $4 a player! For more information, or to book a place, 
contact admin@easternmavericks.com.au 
 
 

Yultiwirra Campus  -  12 Anderson Road, Aldgate  SA  5154 
Wairoa Campus  -  142 Mt Barker Road, Aldgate  SA 5154 
Tel: (08) 8339 6842                              Fax:  (08)  8370 9538 

Email: enquiries@montessori.sa.edu.au 
Web site  www.montessori.sa.edu.au 

 

School Dates & Info 
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