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WE HIT THE PAPERS! 
You may have seen the article in The Advertiser last Friday 

about our school.  It was an article focusing on the 

introduction to our “Nude Food” program and soft plastic 

recycling program and the impact that has on our rubbish 

and environment.  Last Friday was Clean Up Schools day 

which is part of 'Clean Up Australia Day'.  Classes 

participated in cleaning up the school grounds with the 

older students cleaning up at Carripook Park.    

Our Sustainability Committee, made up of Cycle 3 students 

will be continuing to provide education to the younger 

students on the importance of minimising packaging and 

recycling. 

Thank you to our school community for making such an 

effort with the 'Nude Food' initiative which is about 

encouraging families to use minimal packaging in lunch 

boxes. Nude Food together with our recycling program, the 

introduction of a soft plastic recycling program and compost 

systems in each classroom, has eliminated the majority of 

litter in our school grounds. 

Special thanks to Anthea Hagar (Community Engagement 

Officer) for arranging The Advertiser article & photos. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 
One of the things that I love about the Montessori philosophy is that children stay with the one teacher for three years.  This 

enables the teacher to develop a strong rapport with each and every child and allows them to get to know the child’s interests 

and individual needs.  I am a firm believer that education is all about relationships.  Relationships between the teacher and the 

parent/s, and the teacher and the student.  Nurturing and stable relationships with caring adults both within and outside the 

family are essential for a child’s development.  Developing successful relationships with adults and peers provides the foundation 

for a child to develop a range of social capabilities that stands them in good stead for life.  Capabilities such as self-confidence, 

motivation to learn, the ability to control impulses and resolve conflicts, having the capacity to develop and sustain friendships 

and positive self-esteem. 

An article written by the Centre on the Developing Child at Harvard University states, “Relationships engage children in the 

human community in ways that help them define who they are, what they can become, and how and why they are important to 

other people.”  The relationships our students have at school have a lifelong impact.  I was reminded of this recently when a past 

student of mine, and old scholar of our school, contacted me.  She is now 30 years old and lives in New York but she had 

stumbled on the graduation letter I had written to her when she was in my class in Year 7, graduating from our school.  She told 

me that she wanted to let me know the influence I had had on her as a young person and that she still reflects upon that and has 

strong memories of her time at The Hills Montessori School.  It confirmed to me the influence an educator has on a child and the 

important role that our staff play on a daily basis, in the development of each individual student.  At the end of the day, 

relationships are key in all that we do and having a child in a class with the one teacher for three years is without doubt, of great  

benefit to the developing child.                      Cathy France –Principal 

HAT SAFETY 
Recently you would 
have seen in the media 
the discussion around 
the safety of school 
hats with straps.   
The school hats that we 
sell have a release 
mechanism, however 
we have decided to 
follow the advice of the 
Department of 
Education and Child 
Development and 
remove the straps from 
all hats prior to selling 
them.  In addition, we 
are investigating the 
possibility of sourcing 
hats without straps to 
minimise the risk of 
injury or choking.   
We encourage parents 
to also remove the 
straps from their own 
child’s hat.  We have 
also conducted a 
recent playground audit 
to check equipment for 
pinch points, sharp 
edges and protrusions 
which might catch 
clothing. 
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TERM 1 CHATS - WAIROA 
All Wairoa parents have been sent an email with a link that will 
take them to the “Interview Schedule portal” for booking a 

Term 1 Chat.  A notice has also been sent home which 
provides a step by step guide as to how to make this on-line 
booking. 
 

Wairoa Term 1 Chats – parent/teacher/student interviews 
will be held in Week 6 (14th – 17th March).  If you do not have 

access to a computer please phone or come into the office to 
make a booking. 
 

Parents of students at Yultiwirra will be sent an email and hard 
copy notice in Week 7, explaining how to log on to the 
Interview Schedule portal to enable them to book a Term 1 
Chat.  Yultiwirra chats will be held in Wk 9 (3

rd
 – 7

th
 April). 

 

YULTIWIRRA WORKING BEE 
Saturday 18th March   10 am – 12 pm 

We are seeking a group of parents who would like to help 
enhance the Bush Play area. It would be great if you could 
come for some or all of the time! 
 

The goals of this Working Bee are to investigate issues with 
the watering system; top dress grass play area; bush weeding; 
slashing blackberries; clear & level running paths; whipper snip 
& tidy; enhance nature play areas. 
 

We would LOVE your help! 
 

A note has been sent home to all families. Please return the 
slip to the office by Tuesday 14th March. 

Many hands make light work 
 

 

WAIROA CAFÉ & COMMUNITY PRODUCE SWAP   
 

We will hold the first Community Produce Swap in conjunction 
with the first Parent Get Together (coffee morning) at Wairoa 
this Thursday 9

th
 March from 9am – 11am. 

Our adolescent program wishes to invite you to their Summer 
Wairoa Cafe!  Come and sample our great coffee, a range of 
teas, scrumptious cakes and ubiquitous sunshine.  Bring along 
any spare produce and see what you can source for free! 

Wairoa Campus 142 Mount Barker Road, Stirling 

 
 

PARENT EDUCATION 
An Education and Information Session is being presented for 
parents, particularly new parents, who are interested in 
learning more about the Montessori Philosophy. 

“The Montessori Philosophy - An Introductory Talk” 
will be held on Thursday, 16

th
 March, 

6.30 – 8.30pm at Yultiwirra Campus. 

We urge all new families to attend this informative session 
and any existing families who have not attended one of 
these sessions.   
A crèche will be available for any child/ren over 3 years of age 
– prior bookings are essential and can be made at the office.  
An invitation has been sent to all new families, however 
anyone interested in attending should notify the office. 
 
 

 

OPEN DAYS  
Wairoa Open Day-Tues 14

th
 March - Tours 10am & 12 noon 

Yultiwirra Open Day - Tues 21
st

 March 10am - 12 noon 
 

Our greatest marketing tool is positive affirmation through 
“word of mouth” by current school families.  Please let anyone 
you know who may be interested in visiting our school, or 
enrolling a child, the date and time of our Open Day. 
 
 

 

BOARD COMMUNIQUE 
The Board discussed at length, and then ratified the Master 
Plans for the Yultiwirra and Wairoa campus’s. 
The Strategic Plan in its publishable format was reviewed 
acknowledging the fantastic work that Nickie Stewart has done 
on its design.   Anthea Hagar’s assistance with the 
photographs was also acknowledged. 
It was noted that Anthea Hagar the new Communications 
Engagement Officer, had started drafting the marketing 
strategy.  Anthea has also been posting onto Facebook almost 
every day, promoting various aspects of the School.  A positive 
response has been received from a number of parents. 
The 2017 Board Action Plan was discussed and agreed.  The 
Board welcomed Lisa Goodwin as the staff representative for 
the current year. 

Paul Daly – Board President 

 

SHARING ASSEMBLIES– YULTIWIRRA 
We wish to invite all parents/caregivers to our “sharing 
assemblies” this term held at Yultiwirra campus, where 
students will have the opportunity to share their work with the 
rest of the school.  Please make a note of the dates and place 
them in your diary  
Thursday 16

th
 March at 9.30am – Cycle 1 & 3 sharing 

Wednesday 5
th

 April 2.30pm – Cycle 2 & 4 sharing  
 

CAKE STALL – WHOLE SCHOOL 
Members of the Fundraising Committee are organising a Cake 
Stall to be held at the Stirling Markets on Sunday 26

th
 March 

10.00am – 4.00pm.  We are hoping that as many families as 
possible will support this fundraiser as we need plenty to sell 
as it is always a very successful day.  If you can bake, provide 
produce or help on the day please fill out the form enclosed in 
this Newsletter.  A roster is in the office! 
 

BOARD VACANCY 
Unfortunately due to other commitments Sheena Jackson has 
had to stand down from her Board position.  We sincerely 
thank Sheena for her input and contributions during her time 
on the Board.  This has created a vacancy on the Board.  We 
welcome Jade Were (Cycle 1 & 2 parent) as the newly 

appointed Board member to fill the vacancy until the AGM in 
May. 
 

CAR PARK ETIQUETTE 
Please note that there is No Parking out the front of the 
school at drop off time.  This is a “Kiss & Drop” zone and 

makes it very difficult for everyone if cars park in this area and 
are left unattended.   
 

2017 STUDENT RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

COLLECTION 

Enclosed in this fortnight's newsletter is a notice from the 
Australian Government advising of its 2017 Student 
Residential Address Collection process.  This process occurs 
every five years, following the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
National Census (which occurred last year).  The main 
purpose for this residential address collection is to ensure that 
the Australian Government funding calculations are accurate.   
 

The School has received the Australian Government's address 
collection template that must be completed and returned by 31 
May 2017.  The template simply requires a listing of all 
residential addresses of the School's enrolled students.  
Please be assured that students' names or other 
identifying information is not required and will not be 
disclosed.  The School will extract all necessary information 

from its database, and there is no action required of parents / 
guardians. 

  



News from the Cycles 

 

CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL 
This term in the preschool 
we are focussing on ‘The 
Body’ and ‘our senses’.  
We have been engaging 
in learning opportunities 
around the visual sense, 
parts of the eye, and 
primary colours.  The 
Montessori Sensorial 
Curriculum is another way 
in which children use their senses to learn about the world 
around them.  Activities such as the Sound Cylinders (pictured 
here being used by Ashlee) help children discriminate between 
loud and soft, and to pair matching sounds.  
 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY 
The Correa classroom has 
been busy learning about 
capacity during our Maths 
measurement lessons. We 
have looked at litres, 
millilitres, cups and 
familiarised ourselves with 
some capacity vocabulary 
such as full, empty and half 
full. Our class has had lots 
of fun exploring capacity 
while working with our 
outside measurment activity. 
During these lessons the 
children also explored water 
tension and how water takes 
the shape of the container.  
‘If you pour water into a jug it 
can be millilitres, litres or 
cups’ Sophia 
‘The jug can be full, half full 
or empty’ Iris 
‘Capacity is how much water goes in a jug’ Lachlan 
‘It’s how much goes in when you are pouring’ Ollie 
‘I love maths so much’ Oscar 
 

CYCLE 2  

This term our class has 
been presented with the 
first two Great stories. 
They have all been very 
interested in learning 
about Earth, volcanoes, 
rocks(igneous, 
Sedimentary and 
metamorphic). The 
students have enjoyed 
making our class volcano erupt as well as having a hands on 
experience with various rocks. As I presented the second great 
story and revealed under the black cloth a trilobite, the older 
students broke out in to song…. “The trilobite song”.  
 

Every Tuesday Matilda’s Dad 
(Andrew) has been volunteering his 
time to work with students to make a 
solar oven, this has been a highlight 
of their week. I personally have 
enjoyed watching their excitement 
and joy as they learn about Claude 
Monet during art activities, writing 
narratives and their enthusiasm 
towards learning. It has been a very 
enjoyable and successful start to the 
year.   

INFANT PROGRAM   

As part of our focus on the 
sense of touch, Maria the 
rabbit from the preschool 
was the surprise in 'what is 
hiding inside the box'. 
Mahika Lucca and Xander 
are enjoying patting her and 
feeling her soft fur.  
 

CYCLE 3 
On Wednesday 1st March, the 
2017 Year 6 Leadership group 
ventured to Belair National Park 
for their annual team building 
exercise. Wilderness Escape 
along with two Cycle 3 teachers 
facilitated the Billy carting 
session.  The children worked in 

teams of 
three to 
construct, 

decorate then race their billycarts.  
There were many words of support, 
fantastic listening skills and excellent 
resilience shown from participants.  The 
weather was warm and the children 
were put into groups with others they 
may not normally choose to work with.  
Everyone rose to the challenge and had 
a great day.   

 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS  
The Adolescent Program has been a 
hive of activity so far this year, 
particularly on Thursdays. 
Our mornings have been kicked off 
with Boot Camp sessions led by Attila; 
participants starting their day with 
burpees, star jumps and lunges. 
Wellbeing classes, Ultimate Frisbee 
and Volleyball round out the PE 
options this term.  Our new resident Art and Garden specialist 
Gabrielle has engaged students in a rich CE offering, Lines in 
Art,  producing complex pieces with simple materials. 
Her Crochet Corner has seen students learn fundamental 
stitches with the goal of completing bigger projects.  Ben’s 
group has been making delicate wooden jewellery, patiently 
and mindfully sanding their creations to reveal their final 
beautiful form. Pastel Portrait artists have been inspired by the 
famous and infamous works of Andy Warhol, Modigliani and 
Picasso, rendering their own iterations with creativity. 
Of course, the cooks are keeping our mouths watering and our 
bellies full, offering delicious food to bring together our 
community for shared morning tea and lunch. Special thanks 
goes to Gabrielle and Wendy for overseeing the cooking for 
the last two weeks.   
 

DANCE WITH LAUREN 

Students have been so 
enthused during the first few 
weeks of the term 1 dance 
program. I am very proud to 
say that each cycle has been 
working hard towards a 
polished dance performance piece as well as throwing 
themselves into some smaller projects. Cycle 1 and Preschool 
students have been exploring some traditional cultural dance 
whilst Cycles 2 and 3 work their way through RnB and hip hop.  
I encourage students and families where possible to access 
the specific Youtube links I sent home to create practice 
opportunities.  
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TERM 1 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight) 

 

Thursday March 9 
Wairoa café 9.15am All Welcome! PLEASE NOTE NEW 

DATE 
Class Parent Rep Meeting – 2.30pm 
 

Monday March 13 
Adelaide Cup Public Holiday 
 

Week 6 
Interview week @ Wairoa 
 

Tuesday March 14 
Facilities meeting - 8.00am – Wairoa 
Wairoa Open Day 10am – 12 noon 
Finance Meeting – 6.00pm 
 

Thursday March 16 
Sharing Assembly – Yultiwirra Campus 
9.30am – Parents Welcome! 
Cycle 1 & 3 sharing 
 

Parent Education Evening – 6.30pm 
‘Introduction to Montessori Philosophy’ 
 

Friday March 17 
National Day of Action Against Bullying 
 

Tuesday March 21 
Open Day – Yultiwirra campus 10am-12noon 
Executive Meeting 6.00pm 
Board Meeting 7.00pm 
 

Thursday March 23 – Friday March 24 
Adolescent Orientation Camp 
 

Friday March 24 
Fundraising Meeting 9.15am 
 

KEY DATES FOR TERM 1 

 
 

Monday March 27 
Parent Get Together – 9.15am  
“Come along for a cuppa!’ 
Yultiwirra Campus – All Welcome! 
 

Week 9 
Interview week @ Yultiwirra 
 

Wednesday April 5 
Sharing Assembly – Yultiwirra Campus 
2.30pm – Parents Welcome! 
Cycle 2 & 4 sharing 
 

Tuesday April 11 
Class Parent Rep Meeting – 2.30pm 
 

Thursday April 13 
Community Breakfast – 8.15am 
Yultiwirra Campus - All Welcome! 
Term 1 Ends 
 

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK!  

Have you visited our Facebook page? Facebook is another 
way we can communicate with parents.  'Like' us on Facebook 

to keep up to date with school community news, events and 
activities. Type 'The Hills Montessori School' 

into your Facebook web browser and look for our 
school logo.  Let your family and friends know! 

 

 
 
 
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“We seek to sow life in the child rather than theories, to help 
him in his growth, mental and emotional as well as physical, 

and for that we must offer grand  
and lofty ideas to the human mind.” 

Maria Montessori 

 

TERM DATES  2017 

TERM 1:   Tuesday 7th February - Thursday 13th April 

TERM 2:   Tuesday 2nd May – Friday 7th July 

TERM 3:   Tuesday 25th July - Friday 29th September 

TERM 4:   Tuesday 17th October – Wednesday 13th December 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Amanda & Peter on the arrival of a son, Hugo – a brother for 
Max. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Cycle 4 recently won two of the four sections of the ABBI 
(Australians Can Speak Indonesian) free-themed national film 

competition. The film Sosij-Sosij Berbeda (Different Sausages) 
explored the theme "It Doesn’t Matter If You’re Vegan or Meat" 
and won $100 for the Funniest Film. The older students won 
$100 of the Best Language category with their film Jerry, 
Jemima dan Kejelekan (Jerry, Jemima and Ugliness.) The 
entires were judged by the ACT Indonesian Teacher’s network. 
 

FIRE WOOD 
Stock up for winter!!  The school has firewood available for 
sale -  $20 for a car boot load or $50 per 6 x 4 trailer load.  
Register your interest at the school office and then we can 
organise collection and payment. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
FRESH AUSTRALIAN AMAZING MEDJOOL DATES 
(grown in Alice Springs – Organic but not certified) 
6kg boxes $126 (incl delivery to school) 
Make up a box with friends/family/others at school 
They freeze really well 
Contact Carolyn Williams (C3 Parent) for payment details 
0402 002 124 / carolynenjo@bigpond.com 
Final orders & payments due by Mon March 20th 
Delivery end of March, early April 
 

STIRLING SWIMMING SCHOOL: Vacancies for Adult with Babies classes 

and Preschooler classes. . Wednesday and Friday mornings in a beautiful 
warm indoor pool.  Qualified Instructor.  
Please ring Jenny Duffield 0437695029 for more details. 
 

COMMUNITY FLASHMOB!!  Rockit Performing Arts is hosting a community 

flashmob at the Mt Barker District Show on Sat March 25th @ 2.30pm.  It is a 
dance battle where the kids challenge the adults.  Rockit believe in creating 
a positive experience for community members to get involved in and 
celebrating community pride.  For more information, community members 
can visit www.rockitperforming arts.com.au/community. 
 

Yultiwirra Campus  -  12 Anderson Road, Aldgate  SA  5154 
Wairoa Campus  -  142 Mt Barker Road, Aldgate  SA 5154 
Tel: (08) 8339 6842                              Fax:  (08)  8370 9538 

Email: enquiries@montessori.sa.edu.au 
Web site  www.montessori.sa.edu.au 

School Dates & Info 
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