
 

 

      

WEDNESDAY 14TH JUNE 2017  NUMBER 9 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Recently in staff meetings and training and development sessions, staff have been reviewing the 
school’s Curriculum Policy and the numerous documents that support this policy.  The Montessori 
National Curriculum is one of many of the documents that is referred to by staff when planning and 
implementing the curriculum.  We have been revisiting the Eight Principles of Montessori and the 
key strategies and examples of practice that demonstrate these principles in each of the cycles.  
Through research, Angeline Lillard (2005: 29) summarised the ideas that underpin the learning 
outcomes, teaching and learning practices, assessment and evaluation found in Montessori learning 
environments in the following Eight Principles of Montessori Education: 
• Movement and cognition are closely entwined, and movement can enhance thinking and 

learning. 
• Learning and well-being are improved when people have a sense of control over their lives. 
• People learn better when they are interested in what they are learning. 
• Tying extrinsic rewards to an activity negatively impacts motivation to engage in that activity 

when the reward is withdrawn. 
• Collaborative arrangements can be very conducive to learning. 
• Learning situated in meaningful contexts is often deeper and richer than learning in abstract 

contexts. 
• Particular forms of adult interaction are associated with more optimal child outcomes. 
• Order in the environment is beneficial to children. 
It is important that we, as a staff, revisit these principles from time to time to ensure we are all on the 
“same page” and being true to the philosophy and methodology that unites us and drives us.   
 
 
Cathy France –Principal  

SKOOLBAG APP 

Did You Know??             Calendar Events 
You can add upcoming school events and committee meetings to your 
calendar on your electronic device. To do this simply…. 

1. Go to Settings in your device 
2. Scroll to ”THMS” under your apps 
3. Click THMS 
4. Under Calendars move toggle to allow access 
5.Return to Skoolbag app 
6. Choose the event or meeting you are interested in 
7. Click “Add to Calendar” 

The event is then automatically added to your calendar.  It’s that easy! 

EIGHT PRINCIPLES OF 
MONTESSORI  

1. Movement & Cognition 
2. Choice 
3. Interest 
4. Extrinsic rewards are 

avoided 
5. Learning from & with 

peers 
6. Learning in context 
7. Adult interaction 
8. Order in the 

environment 

WE LOVE THE HILLS MONTESSORI SCHOOL CAR STICKER 

We are pleased to provide every school family with a newly designed car 
sticker.  We hope that you proudly display this sticker on your car.   
If you would like more than one sticker you can purchase subsequent 
stickers at the office for $2! 



 

PRESCHOOL PARENT SESSION 
An information morning for preschool parents interested in 
learning more about our primary school and specifically the Cycle 
1 Primary Classes will be held on Monday 19th June from 9:15 – 
11:15 a.m.  The session will cover: 
• how the Cycle 1 primary classes differ from mainstream 

Reception/Year 1 classes 
• how the Montessori philosophy and methodology are 

incorporated into the Cycle 1 primary classes 
• a tour of the Cycle 1 primary classes (Rec/Year 1) 
Please RSVP to the office by Friday 16th June to book your 
place. 
COFFEEHOUSE CABARET 
@ WAIROA 
It’s that time of year again, and 
students in the Adolescent Program 
are madly preparing for the 
Coffeehouse Cabaret! They are creating costumes, designing sets, 
gathering props, learning lines, planning catering and setting up 
technical equipment. On the night we will be performing three 
plays with various themes. We will also have some lovely food 
prepared by the adolescent community. It will be a fabulous night 
so come along and enjoy it!  Shows are on Tues 27th, Wed 28th 
and Thurs 29th  June. (Doors open at 6pm for a 6:30pm start.)  
*Ticket sales are now open for Wairoa families, and remaining seats 
will then be offered to the wider school community. 
THREE WAY COLLABORATIVE INTERVIEWS 
As part of the reporting procedures, three-way parent / teacher 
/ child conferences will be offered this term in Week 10 at 
Yultiwirra & Week 2 Term 3 at Wairoa.  An email will be sent out 
next week giving parents more information about these and 
providing a step by step guide as to how to make an on-line 
booking.  The Collaborative Interviews are an opportunity to 
discuss your child’s achievements and areas for further learning.  
Documentation from the three-way conference forms our Term 2 
report. 
OPEN DAY – WAIROA 

Wairoa Open Day - Tues 20th June Tours 10am & 11am 
If you are interested in finding out more about the Middle School 
and our Adolescent Program (Yrs 7-10) come along on a tour!  
Alternatively if you know families from outside the school who 
might be interested please let them know the details.  The Wairoa 
Open Day is for both current school families and the wider 
community.  Phone or come into the office to book into a tour at 
10am or 11am. 
OPEN DAY – YULTIWIRRA 
Thank you to parents Nicki Stewart, Sonya Rayner, Amanda Prance, 
Suzy Hill, Amy Sierp-Worth, Andrew Every and Alison Teague for 
volunteering to act as guides at our Open Day last week.  Your help 
and generosity is appreciated. 

WALK A MILE IN MY SHOES 
This year The Hills Montessori School has a team in The Hutt 
Street annual fundraiser Walk A Mile In My Boots. It would be 
wonderful if our school community came together and joined 
thousands of other South Australians to take part in this event and 
help raise funds for the incredibly important work that the Hutt 
Street Centre does on a day-to-day basis. The walk will take place 
on Friday 11th August 2017 starting at 7.30am in Adelaide 
city. The walk takes less than an hour, so students will be able to 
complete the walk and then attend school afterwards. All students 
registered for the walk must be accompanied by a registered adult, 
as the school will not be providing supervision for students. When 
you register, make sure you join "The Hills Montessori School " 
team. If you are unable to take part in the walk, you can still show 
your support by sponsoring those that are taking part. Click on 
the link to register and/or make your donation at: 
https://walkamileinmyboots2017.everydayhero.com/au/the-
hills-montessori-school 
 

Taking part in this event provides a valuable opportunity to begin a 
dialogue about homelessness with our young people. 
Homelessness is a social issue and we can all help to make a 
difference.   Should you like more information, please contact 
Ellie Ross 0420791339 (Madeleine and Phoebe's mum). 
“Within the child lies the fate of the future.” Maria Montessori 
 

TAX DEDUCTABLE DONATIONS 
It is nearly the end of the Financial Year so you could take 
advantage of a Tax Deduction through making a donation to our 
school building fund.  Many families already donate and have 
nominated to do this when paying their tuition fees.  Your 
donations can make a very real difference for our students and we 
are extremely grateful for the donations we receive each year 
from families.  You can support through donations to the School 
Building Fund.  This fund is used to help cover the costs of new 
buildings, renovation & improvements to existing structures but 
you only have until the 30th June for a tax deduction for this 
financial year.  
INDONESIAN WITH LYNDAL 
Bread costs ten trillion dollars in the play scripts that Cycle 3 use 
to combine knowledge about large number words, family 
vocabulary and possessive pronouns. Cycles 3 and 4 have added to 
their store of stock phrases that they can more fluently 'gabble-
off' without prompting, especially around the theme of family 
members. They are looking forward to a Week 10 "Gabble Off' 
where they measure the amount of times they can respond to 
randomly posed phrases such as : How many cousins do you 
have?" What does your mum like to eat? What is your dad's 
name? How old is your younger sibling? We have noted the 
interesting linguistic point that Bahasa Indonesia commonly asks 
whether one has an older or younger sibling, rather than asking 
about the gender of the sibling as English does with its words' 
brother' and 'sister.'  

https://walkamileinmyboots2017.everydayhero.com/au/
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/34106.Maria_Montessori


 

CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL 
In the preschool this term we have 
been learning about emotions and 
feelings. This topic helps the children 
to understand and interpret their own 
emotions and feelings. It also assists 
them to decipher what is being 
communicated by others. 
We have discussed a range of emotions and feelings, thought of 
instances when we have felt like that and ways we can express/manage 
that feeling best. The children have enjoyed listening to stories about 
emotions, using playdough to make different faces and singing the 
song ‘If you’re happy and you know it’. They have also experimented 
with acting out different emotions using their facial expressions and 
body language. In extended day each child made an ‘Emotions and 
Feelings’ book where they labelled photos of themselves acting out 
different emotions.  
CYCLE 1 PRIMARY 
This term Flinders University student, 
Hamish Elsden, completed his final 
practicum in Ruth and Tony’s class. 
Hamish experimented with some oral 
language activities including puppet 
making, barrier and ‘Who am I?’ games.  
Oscar said ‘I like making puppets. I made 
a mummy and a daddy and a baby and a 
tree. I made the tree because the baby 
needed a nice shady spot.’ 
Logan described the barrier game. ‘The 
number (barrier) game is when you have to try and guess what number the 
other person has got. You have to have some ideas to know what number 
it is.’ 
In the ‘Who am I?’ game (pictured) one of the children was given an 
image of an occupation e.g. a doctor, teacher. They then had to 
provide clues to the class. Jhett explained ‘I put up my hand to ask 
questions, so when he/she gives a clue, then I think and if I know what it is 
I put my hand up again.’  
CYCLE 2  
On Thursdays, four people in 
Rosi’s class make soup in the 
outdoor kitchen as part of 
our practical life activities. 
First we wash our hands. 
Then we set up our chopping 
boards and knives. We chop up the ingredients according to the 
recipe. Some parents help us if we need it. 
Then the parents help us to cook the soup. While the soup is cooking, 
we give the scraps to the chickens and clean up the bench. Some 
children slice up the French stick. 
Next, the soup group serve up the soup to the rest of the class. Some 
children just try the soup but most of the children have second or 
third helpings.  At the end of the term our recipes are collected in a 
recipe booklet so we can make them again at home. 
Georgia: I really liked the veggies in the (minestrone) soup.  
 

INFANT PROGRAM  
As well as discovering the sense of taste this 
term we have also been exploring ways of 
working with paint. We have done butterfly 
prints, roller painting and marble 
painting. Holly is concentrating on her 
marble painting creation. 
 

CYCLE 3 
As a part of our Virtues 
program, students have 
formed small action 
teams based on their 
interests and talents to 
participate in ‘School 
Service’. These teams organise and run different activities for younger 
members of the school community or make additions or 
improvements to the school environment such as renovating chicken 
coops and making bird boxes. Action teams work together to organise 
a service, seek support from adults in the school community as 
mentors, enlist willing participants and give up their lunch times to 
give service to others and our school. These teams have begun and will 
continue throughout the term. We would like to thank mentor 
teachers and parents for their continued support for this program.  
 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS 
The students at Wairoa are 
gearing up and getting ready 
for their Coffee House 
Cabaret in Week 9. This year 
we are performing three 
plays and the groups are 
busy rehearsing and 
organising the event. Small 
teams have begun planning 
the elements of production 
as part of their Creative Expression work; including: designing 
promotion posters, planning catering, tech work, set, props and 
costuming design.  
This term plays are the focus of our literature study and as such the 
students have been off to view some theatre over the past fortnight. 
The senior students journeyed to the Space Theatre last Friday to see 
Sista Girl, a powerful performance featuring themes around family, 
identity and race (and designed by Miranda Hampton!). During the 
previous week the foundation group had been to see Jump First, Ask 
Later. This energetic and engaging play looked at the lives of six young 
people who had been brought together by a common interest in 
parkour. The characters really drew us into the story which was 
incredibly funny, touching and very thought provoking. 
Last Tuesday Cycle 4 hosted the Year 6 students for a half day visit. 
The group toured the campus with Pippa, Taran, Lilly and Adele. 
Afterwards they visited some different lessons and did some cooking 
with Kiri. A Tuesday visit is always a win with our shared community 
lunch (and morning tea). 
  



 

TERM 2 DIARY DATES (FOR THE COMING FORTNIGHT) 

Thursday June 15 
Cycle 1 & 2 Music concert -- 6.30pm  
Saturday June 17 
Quiz Night 
Monday June 19 
Parent Education -- Cycle 1 Transition - 9.15am 
Tuesday June 20 
Wairoa Open Day Tours at 10am & 11am 
Indonesian Angklung Performance for Yultiwirra students 
Executive Meeting - 6.00pm 
Board Meeting - 7.00pm 
Thursday June 22 
Parent rep Meeting - 2.30pm 
WHS Meeting-  4.00pm 
Monday June 26 
Parent Get Together -- Yultiwirra - 9.15am 
Tuesday June 27 
SPTG Meeting -- 4.00pm 
Tues June 27, Wed June 28, Thurs June 29 
Coffeehouse Cabaret -- Wairoa 
 
KEY DATES FOR TERM 2 
Monday July 3 --- Friday July 7 
Collaborative Interviews - Yultiwirra 
Tuesday July 4 
Facilities Meeting -- 8.00am @ Yultiwirra 
Thursday July 6 
Sharing Assembly 9.30am 
Cycle 3 & 4 sharing. All parents welcome! 
Friday July 7 
Middle School Applications due 
End of Term – 2pm finish 
 
KEY DATES FOR TERM 3 
Tuesday July 25 
Term 3 Begins 
Monday July 31 --- Friday August 4 
Roundtable Interviews - Wairoa 
Thursday August 17 
Parent Get Together -- Wairoa Café 9 am – 11am 
Thursday August 31 
Cycle 3 & 4 Music concert -- 6.30pm 
Tuesday September 5 
Parent Get Together -- Yultiwirra 9.15am 
Wednesday September 20 
Grandparents Day for Cycle 1 
Thursday September 21 
Grandparents Day for Cycle 2 & 3 
 

 

 
COMMUNITY LOTTERY– WHOLE SCHOOL 
Australian Central Community Lottery books now need to be 
returned.  Please return your book to the Office as soon as possible. 
 

FIRE WOOD 
Stock up for winter!!  The school has firewood available for sale -  $25 
for a car boot load or $50 per 6 x 4 trailer load.  Register your 
interest at the school office and then we can organise collection and 
payment. 
 

CYCLE 1 & 2 MUSIC CONCERT 
On Thursday 15th June (Week 7) we are holding the Cycle 1 & 2 
Music Concert in our school hall at Yultiwirra.  All school families are 
invited to attend this concert which will begin at 6.30pm.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for students to showcase their learning and 
have the experience of performance.  We encourage you to come 
along and support the students involved.  
 

QUIZ NIGHT 
Saturday 17th June (Term 2 Week 7) 
To be held in the school hall at Yultiwirra 
There are limited seats available for this event!  Come into the office 
ASAP if you wish to attend this Saturday night . Bring along a bag of 
coins & join in the fun!  Games & Prizes galore! Silent Auction! 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
THE WORDSMITH’S CAT with Jo-anne Sarre 
5 sessions starting Thursday 8th June  
8 years and over 4-5.15pm Thursdays  
Eurythmy Room, Mt Barker Waldorf School, Sims Road 
Cost: $80 + $50 costume fee + $18.75 Ink Pot membership for 
newcomers 
Ink Pot’s new theatre project for 2017 features “The Wordsmith’s 
Cat” written by Jo-anne Sarre in collaboration with the Rose Theatre 
Company UK. This highly-acclaimed show with catchy songs by Paul 
Cleaver toured in Europe and Australia in 2000-2002 and will be 
adapted for our young performers. Performance dates tbc. 
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“Everyone has a special tendency, a special 

vocation, 
 modest, perhaps, but certainly useful.” 

  

TERM DATES 
TERM 2: Tuesday 2nd May -- Friday 7th July 
TERM 3: Tuesday 25th July - Friday 29th September 
TERM 4: Tuesday 17th October -- Wednesday 13th December 


