
 

 

40TH BIRTHDAY SCULPTURE 

In 2018 The Hills Montessori School will celebrate its 40th birthday!  To commemorate this milestone 

the school has commissioned local artist Tim Thomson to design and craft a bronze sculpture of the school 

emblem - a sapling growing in the cupped hands of a mentor. 

The sculpture will be mounted on a stone and set prominently in the garden bed outside the office at our 

Yultiwirra campus.  

It will be a monument to honour the work and creativity each and every person has contributed to our 

school over its 40 year history, and will help to inspire the generations of families to come, to likewise 

become part of the  fabric. 

We have written to all school families to seek their support and generous donations to fund the crafting 

and installation of this sculpture.  If you wish to provide support with a donation, please complete the slip 

sent home and return it to the office before Wednesday 13th December 2017. 

Thank you in advance for your contribution and we look forward to the unveiling of the sculpture at the 

Festival of Arts evening on Wednesday 28th March 2018. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

For the past two terms, we have been constructing an outdoor learning area at the back 

of the Cycle 1 classrooms.  Last holidays we also refurbished both Cycle 1 classrooms with 

new flooring, paint work and furniture.  We are so pleased to be able to finally make use 

of this wonderful new space!  The children have been using the outdoor space for 

morning work times and to enjoy as a place to sit for lunch.  It has a beautiful outlook 

over the bush and in time we will create different zones in the fenced off bush area to 

enhance the space and enrich Cycle 1  learning.  This work was made possible by 

a Block Grant Authority (BGA) capital works grant in addition to money from our 

building fund generously donated by school families.  This is a wonderful new addition and 

enhancement to our school and is greatly appreciated by everyone.  I would like to thank 

particularly Paul Noon (Business Administrator) and Ivano Cavuoto (Facilities Committee 

chair) who have managed and overseen this building project. 

In addition, we have also had a new retaining wall installed down by on our tennis courts 

along with new landscaping of rocks and plants to beautify the area.  Sincere gratitude 

and recognition goes to Cheryl Shigrov (Cycle 1 parent) who has kindly donated the funds 

for this work to happen.  We cannot thank Cheryl enough and we are so appreciative of 

her amazing generosity.                                                                     Cathy France Principal  

END OF YEAR CONCERT  

6.30pm Monday 11th December  

For the Whole School Community 
 

On the evening of Monday 11th December, we will join 

together, in the hall at Yultiwirra as a school community 

to celebrate the end of the year and enjoy performances 

by the Yultiwirra students. 

Preschool & primary students will be  

performing on the night. 

We hope you can all come as this is an evening for 

everyone.  Limited seating will be available & families are 

welcome to bring a rug to sit on the floor.  

6.30pm    Welcome & class performances and farewell to               

graduating students. 

8.15pm    approx. finish 

A wax model of the Art work 



 

BOARD COMMUNIQUE 

Anthea Hagar gave a presentation to the Board on her work 

throughout the year and her plans for next year as Community 

Engagement Officer.  She has achieved a huge amount, updating 

the School website, refreshing the stationery and publications, 

updating images, gathering data on open days and making follow-

up calls amongst the many other things that she has 

done.  Anthea has also made a significant contribution to raising 

the profile of the school, generally, on social media and in the 

press.  Her efforts are acknowledged and appreciated. 

The 2018 Budget was approved. 

The Board reviewed the Environmental and Strategic Risks 

sections of the Risk Management Plan. 

The following updated policies were reviewed and ratified: 

• Medical Conditions 

• Sexual Harassment 

• Acceptable use of Information and Communication 

Technologies  

• Work Health and Safety 

Paul Daly – Board President 

2018 FAMILY WELCOME - WHOLE SCHOOL 

At the beginning of every year we hold a Family Welcome and 

invite all families (Infant Program, Pre-school, Primary & Middle 

School) from all Cycles to come along to meet and chat with other 

families, both new and existing and with the staff.  This night takes 

the form of drinks and nibbles  BYO drinks and glasses - nibbles 

are provided.   

Next year the Family Welcome will be held at the end of Week 1,  

Friday 9th February 2018 from 6.00 – 7.30pm. 
 

This has always been a terrific social function and a good way to start 

the year.  Please put the date in your diary - we hope you can come 

along and join in! 
 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE RAFFLE 

Something special for Christmas: 

WIN a beautiful Gingerbread House 

full of delicious treats (on display in the office).   

Tickets are available now for only $2.  They will also be on sale at 

the End of Year Concert.  Many thanks to Ros Evans for making 

it for us (grandparent of Charlie & Harry Evans). 
 

BOARD VACANCY 

Recently Andrew Every had to stand down from his Board position 

as his family has transferred overseas for 12 months.  We sincerely 

thank Andrew for his input and contributions during his time on the 

Board.  This has created a vacancy on the Board.  If you are 

interested in joining the Board please come into the office and 

complete a nomination form &/or speak to Cathy about the 

commitments of the position.   

Nominations are due by Friday 8th December. 

VACATION CARE 

The Vacation Care Program will operate each day during the 

coming holidays from 7.30am to 6pm.  The Vacation Care will run 

from Thursday 14th Dec. 2017 – Wednesday 20th Dec 2017. 

Vacation Care will close from Thurs 21st December 2017  

Friday 12th January 2018. 

Vacation Care will reopen on Monday 15th January 2018 and run 

until Monday 5th February 2018. 

The program will be sent home this week and can also be viewed on 

Skoolbag.  If you are interested in your child attending Vacation 

Care please complete the booking form ASAP and hand into the 

office or directly to Sammi.   We are currently trying to finalise 

staffing and confirm excursion arrangements. 
 

INDONESIAN WITH LYNDAL 

Cycles 3 and 4 have consolidated old and new vocabulary, 

explored cultural aspects of Indonesia such as welcoming a Youth 

Ambassador from Malang (where people speak Bahasa Indonesia 

backwards, Cycle 4), and practising the UNESCO-protected 

Saman dance from Aceh province and playing the ubiquitous 

Angklung. (Cycle 3.) Students who entered the NAILA speech 

awards await their feedback sheets. Lyndal brought some speech-

making tips from the Awards Ceremony which she attended on 

November 10th in Melbourne where she was awarded the 

Teacher's Award for her 4 minute speech in Indonesian on how to 

help students in Australia learn Indonesian better. 
 

FIRST LEGO LEAGUE  

The Robotics team from 

the Adolescent Program 

competed in the First 

Lego League regional 

tournament on Sunday 

November 19 at 

Immanuel College. 

Building on lessons 

learned last year, their 

hard work designing and 

programming their robot paid off when they won the Robot Game 

element of the competition.  The group had a lot of fun in their 

presentations and could even be seen dancing in the arena!  

Special thanks go to Gary and Matthew Birch for their assistance 

throughout the season.  
 

CHANGES FOR 2018 

All families have recently been emailed the 2018 Fee Payment 

Options form and the 2018 OSHC registration form. Please fill out 

and return to the school office as soon as practical, only if there 

are any changes for the 2018 school year. 

If we don’t hear from you we will assume there are no changes.  



 

CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL 

In the Preschool as part of 

our studies on vertebrates we 

had a Blue Tongue Lizard 

called 'Tiny' visiting the class.  

He was a wonderful addition 

to our study of Reptiles and 

children spent some time observing him.  

"I can't believe the lizard can hold its eyes open for so long without 

blinking" Ash 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY 

Last week Ruth and  

class held their annual café 

and invited members of their 

families to enjoy a cup of 

tea, pancakes and banana 

bread. When asked about 

the preparation and roles 

that the children participated 

in Lucca said I did cooking 

and scrubbing chairs to get 

ready.” Sadie recalled “I 

made a menu and helped with 

the cooking.” Marley 

mentioned “We got ready in 

the morning and I got an apron 

on.” Ariel talked about how 

“I waited at the door for my mum and dad,” and Jhett said “I served 

my mum and dad and I got a slice of pancake at the end.” Oliver 

declared “I liked that I got to see my mum and that I could be with 

Jet.”  

CYCLE 2  

Cycle 2 classes were visited by 

Charlie, the miniature 

Schnauzer and Sarah, his 

owner, to teach the children 

about using safe strategies 

when dealing with happy and/or 

angry dogs. This program is 

provided by the Responsible 

Pet Education Program for 

Schools.  

Cycle 1 and 2 classes have also 

met every fortnight to aid in the transition to Cycle 2 next year. 

We have shared snack times and taken part in obstacle course 

activities. 

In maths, many children are fine-tuning their multiplication skills 

using the checkerboard to develop their understanding of 

calculations with large numbers. The children can multiply by up 

to 4 digits. We are about to begin making our Christmas crafts 

over the next two weeks.  

INFANT PROGRAM  

Indigo is concentrating and working 

out the best way to stick' butter to a 

rice cracker. 

CYCLE 3 

Normanville was the site of this 

 Cycle 3 aquatics camp. Our 

campsite, perched upon the hills with 

spectacular ocean views 

provided the perfect space 

to sit, reflect and add to 

our camp journals. The 

beautiful coastline was 

ours to explore and ideal 

for scavenger hunts, raft 

making, swimming, beach 

games and snorkelling. 

Community, independence and stepping outside of comfort zones 

were themes that ran through all aspects of camp. Students, staff 

and parents worked together as a close-knit community to cook, 

clean, care for and support each other. Students took 

responsibility for themselves and their belongings, showing great 

independence. There were plenty of opportunities to step out of 

comfort zones and try new 

things. For some this was 

the first time sleeping 

away from home, others 

pushed themselves to try 

activities that were 

completely new to them, or a little scary. T  what camp is all 

about, a supportive and safe space to learn and grow and of course 

have fun!  

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS 

The Building with Pallets occupation 

group has been working hard to 

complete their creations. Responding 

to the needs of the community, 

students made plans to build furniture 

and structures to serve a purpose. 

Coffee tables, a propagation bench, 

vertical gardens, a graduation 

sculpture and shelves are but just a 

few of the projects. Students are 

using hand and power tools to 

dismantle and repurpose 

the timber, before soon 

finishing with sanding and 

coating their pieces. Huge 

thanks go to Robert for his 

expertise and support. 

  



 

TERM 4 DIARY DATES  

Friday December 1 

2018 Class transition 9.30-10.30am 

Tuesday December 5 

Wairoa Graduate Forum 

Executive meeting 6.00pm 

Wednesday December 6 

Year 6 Graduation 

Friday December 8 

Wairoa Exhibition of Work & Learning 

Cycle 4 Graduation 

Monday December 11 

End of Year Concert 

Tuesday December 12 

Finance meeting 6.00pm 

Board meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday December 13 

Term 4 ends – 2pm finish 

 

KEY DATES FOR TERM 1 2018 

Monday February 5 

Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday February 6 

Term 1 begins 

Friday February 9 

Family Welcome @ Yultiwirra 6pm – 7.30pm All Welcome! 

Wednesday February 21 

Wairoa Welcome & Information Evening – 6pm 

Thursday February 22  

Yultiwirra Information Evening 

Thursday March 22  

Games Day – Cycle 2, 3 & 4 students 

Wednesday March 28 

Yultiwirra Festival of Arts 

Thursday April 12 

Community Breakfast 

 

 

2017-2018 VACATION CARE 

December 2017  February 2018 

To help with your summer holiday planning you may wish to take 

note of the Vacation Care dates over December 2017 and 

January/February 2018.   
 

Vacation Care will run from: 

THURS 14th Dec. 2017  WED 20th Dec 2017 

Vacation Care will close:  

Thurs 21st December 2017 – Friday 12th January 2018. 
 

Vacation Care will reopen: 

Mon 15th January 2018 and run until Mon 5th February 2018. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Greg & Jasmine on the arrival of Sutton – a sibling for Aubrie & 

Channing. 

Eyal & Sari on the arrival of Daniella – a sibling for Ariel & Heally. 

 

FIREWOOD 

Stock up for next winter!!  The school has firewood available for sale 

-  $25 for a car boot load or $50 per 6 x 4 trailer load.  Register 

your interest at the school office and then we can organise 

collection and payment. 

YULTIWIRRA WORKING BEE THANK YOU 

Thank you to the families who attended the 

working bee last weekend.  Your hard work 

is greatly appreciated.  Thank you to Tony 

Calvett who has done an amazing job for many years organising and 

attending all of the working bees.  You will be sorely missed!! 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Christmas Claymation by GooRoo Animation @ The Hut (1 Euston Rd, 

Aldgate)  Make your own Claymation movie to send to friends & family.  

Tuesday 19th December from 12.30pm to 4pm.  $10 per session.  All 

ages 7+. Bookings via trybooking.com/TBKN 

 

Stateswim VacSwim is a week-long intensive swimming programme 

offered for Seahorse, Penguin, Seal, Starfish, Marlin, Dolphin, Kingfish & 

Superfish for 5 weeks during December/January.  Various times available.  

For further information contact Stateswim on 8391 1213. 

 

SA Dental Service  Dental care is FREE for ALL babies, preschool and 

most children under 18 years at School Dental Service clinics. The School 

Dental Service is a Child Dental Benefits Schedule provider. Your local 

clinic is: Mount Barker School Dental Clinic Phone: 8391 0858 or 

www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/sadental 

2017 TERM DATES 
TERM 4: Tuesday 17th October -- Wednesday 13th December 

2018 TERM DATES 
TERM 1: Tuesday 6th February -- Friday 13th April 

TERM 2: Tuesday 1st May -- Friday 6th July 

TERM 3: Tuesday 24th July - Friday 28th September 

TERM 4: Tuesday 16th October -- Wednesday 12th December 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 first essential for the  development  

is concentration.  The child who concentrates  

is immensely  
Maria Montessori 


