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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

As previously reported, ‘Enhancing the Cultural Curriculum’ is our key
professional development thread across the school this year with Dave Coulter
(Cycle 4 teacher) taking the lead role as Curriculum Coordinator in this area.
On the pupil free day this week teaching staff focused on ‘place-based
education’ and how that approach can enhance students’ learning.
Place-based education is an approach to learning that takes advantage of
geography to create authentic, meaningful and engaging personalised learning
for students. More specifically, place-based education is defined as an
immersive learning experience that places students in local heritage, cultures,
landscapes, opportunities and experiences, and uses these as a foundation
for the study of english, mathematics, history, geography, science and other
subjects across the curriculum.
The benefits of place-based education for students are numerous:
 The learning experience is student centered and personalised
 Learning is relevant and engaging
 Students can gain better appreciation and understanding of the world
around them
 Students can have more agency and autonomy – boosting motivation
and persistence
 Students can be challenged to see the world through ecological,
political, economic and social lenses
 Students develop stronger ties to their community
 Students’ appreciation for the natural world is enhanced
 Place-based education creates a heightened commitment to serving
as active, contributing citizens.
The professional development session this week provided valuable time for
teaching staff to discuss, reflect and plan opportunities and ways to enhance
their current programs utilising the place-based approach and extending on
what they already implement using this approach. Cathy France –Principal

TERM 3 PARENT/STAFF SESSION
‘Responsibility, Respect,
Resilience’
Presented by Andrew Lines
Wednesday 31st July 4.00 – 6.00pm
Yultiwirra Common Room
Andrew Lines is a PE and Outdoor
Education teacher with 20 years of
experience in education.
His passion is providing learning
experiences for students in the social,
emotional and spiritual realms and this
has led him to being one the most
influential contemporary Rites of
Passage creators. Each year about
8000 young people in nearly 100
schools are initiated into adulthood
through his school-based year long
Rite of Passage program; ‘The Rite
Journey’. He has worked with
thousands of teachers in hundreds of
schools to facilitate a process which
honours the transition of our young
people into responsible, respectful and
resilient adults.
Put the date in your diary! Come and
join us for this informative session.

ROUNDTABLE INTERVIEWS FOR CYCLE 4

WELCOME DENISE

As part of the reporting procedures, three-way parent /
teacher / student roundtables will be offered this term in
Week 2 at Wairoa. Prior to the end of last term an email
was sent out giving parents more information about these
and providing a step by step guide as to how to make an
on-line booking. The Roundtable Interviews are an
opportunity to discuss your child’s achievements and areas
for further learning. Wairoa Term 2 reports were posted to
families during the holidays.

We would like to welcome Denise
Manson who joins our school
community this term in the position
of Kitchen Specialist at Wairoa.
We look forward to Denise’s
contributions (and her cooking!)

TERM 3 SHARING ASSSEMBLIES
We wish to invite all parents/caregivers to our “sharing
assemblies” this term held at Yultiwirra campus, where
students have the opportunity to share their work with the
rest of the school.
Tuesday 6th August 9.30am – Preschool, Cycle 1 & 3
Friday 13th September 9.30am – Cycle 2 & 4

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY
As part of our funding agreement with the Australian
Government, we are required to ensure that specific
“School Performance Information” is made publicly
available to the school community. This information is
provided to the school community in various forms such as
newsletters, school directory and the Annual Report
throughout each year.
A collated version of this information under the headings
specified by the Australian Government is now accessible
on our school website for perusal by parents and the
general public. The information relates to the 2018 school
year. You may note that some of the information may be
slightly different to the information provided on the
government’s My School website due to the month of the
year the data was captured or the inclusion/exclusion of
preschool/infant program students.

QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 31st August (Term 3 Wk 6) Yultiwirra Hall
A flyer will be sent home soon advertising our upcoming
Quiz Night. This is always a great fun night out!
Bring along a bag of coins & join in the fun! Games &
Prizes galore! Silent Auction!
There will be “class tables” of ten people that you can add
your name to, or you can make up your own table. The
Quiz night is a “child free” event.

QUIZ NIGHT- HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Do you have any items that might be suitable for our Silent
Auction & /or our prize pool for the Quiz Night being held
on 31 August?? We would love to hear from any school
parents who are able to donate anything to help make
our Quiz Night successful. This is one of our big
fundraisers for the year so we would appreciate any
donations. Please let us know in the office.
A “Bottle Bag” is being sent home next week. We are
asking school families to donate a bottle of wine to go
towards the Wine “Lucky Dip” to be held on the evening
of Quiz Night.
We would greatly appreciate and accept your
contributions at the office.
Please return your filled bottle bag by Friday 16th June so
the Fundraising committee has time to sort out donations
prior to the evening.

TERM 3 STAFFING
There are a few staffing changes for Term 3 which are as
follows:
For Terms 3 & 4 Ester Calabro has reduced her assistant
time in Cycle 3 to 4 days a week and Megan Lynch will
work in Cycle 3 on Wednesdays as a school assistant.
Heidi Kaethner will be working 5 days a week as a school
assistant in Cycle 1 Primary classrooms this term and
Megan Lynch and Terri Ross will be working as assistants
in Emily’s Preschool classroom on Thursdays and Fridays
respectively.
Susan Jenner will be working one day a fortnight in the
office in Terms 3 & 4.
Samantha Cameron will take on the teaching role on
Thursdays each week in Rosi’s Cycle 2 classroom for
Terms 3 & 4 as Christine Perry will now work as an IT
assistant managing the school’s IT network every
Thursday.
As with any staff changes, we always try to put plans in
place which are the least disruptive to our students. With
all of these changes, known staff with suitable
qualification or experience have been placed in these
positions.

WELCOME ANDREAS
This term we welcome Andreas
Rommel as a volunteer at our
Middle School. Andreas lives
with his family in Lindau,
Bavaria in Southern Germany.
He works as a year 9 & 10
teacher in a Montessori School
in Bavaria. Andreas will be
volunteering at Wairoa for all of
Term 3 to observe and learn
more about how we implement the Montessori philosophy,
methodology and curriculum in our Adolescent Program. I
know our school community will welcome Andreas and we
hope that his stay with us will be worthwhile and enjoyable
experience.

TERM 3 SAUSAGE SIZZLE
A sausage sizzle will be held this
Friday for Yultiwirra students.
Orders needed to be submitted last term. The Class
Parent Reps organise & host this special lunch for the
students to celebrate the beginning of each term! We
thank the parent reps for volunteering their time to assist
with the lunch.

TERM 3 SNIPPETS WITH SUSAN

Snippets with Susan will continue this term commencing
on Wednesday 31st July at 9.10am with a focus on
Maths:‘Division’. Book in via SkoolBag.

The Winter Days couldn’t rain on our parade as we

new art and craft tasks. We finished this week celebrating

travelled the world in 15 days! Each country we visited

Denmark via Hygge Day which happened to fall on

came with a range of specific activities, games, craft and

National Pyjama Day. A snuggly space was created in the

fun- of course. We had so much fun with the ‘Round the

common room where the children watched movies,

World’ theme for Vacation Care that we will continue it

played games and knitted. Milo and muffins were

throughout the term. Hold onto your passports while I

prepared and a relaxing day shared by all. The much

give you a brief rundown of all the things we have done!

anticipated Harry Potter Day “magicked” Vacation Care to

We started the holidays in Alaska with igloo/cubby
building, clay creations and nature play. Then we
supersized our way to America and made Sioux charm
bags followed by Hot Dogs for lunch and stars and stripes
fruit salad for afternoon tea. Mid week saw us arrive in
India for a colourful day of dancing and body painting.
Bollywood Dancing was great with everyone participating;
I’m not quite sure how we ended up dancing to Gangman
Style and YMCA but we all had a good time! The rain
made sure we couldn’t finish coating the courtyard in
chalky colour but it was still a very busy, colourful and
loud day. “Konichiwa” from Japan. No-one was very
interested in tee ball so we made kites and lanterns in the
morning followed by a silent samurai obstacle course
which was a “quiet” genius of an activity. Origami and
cubby building rounded out the afternoon.
Our excursion to the movies was cancelled due to low
numbers, Africa shall wait for another day. Monday
started again with a bang as we arrived in Mexico.
A piñata was made and Tacos were enjoyed for lunch
before playing The Mexican Hat Game and other
traditional games. On Tuesday we ventured to Canada
and had an excellent time gathering wood for our
campfire. The morning was whittled away around the fire
and playing games down in the bush. The rain threatened
but we forged on. The children enjoyed marshmallows
and stories about their own experiences camping and
building fires. It was a wonderful day. We travelled to
Hahndorf to soak up the German culture via a treasure
hunt. All the things were found quickly which together
with the cold wet day saw us take shelter and warmth in
The German Arms where we shared many hot chips, a
warm fire and traditional accordion music. We ventured
to Scotland on Thursday, watched’ Brave’ the movie,
made Bliss Balls, played games and carried on with some

an end with potions, house sorting, quidditch and more. If
we could just turn Montessori into Hogwarts we would all
be happy!
Well another Vacation Care is over, time to pack up our
suitcase, covert our random currency and deal with our
jet lag. Term 3 promises to busy as usual and we look
forward to experiencing more countries, cultures and new
experiences. The Quiet Room project is underway, the
first coat of paint has gone on with thanks to many of your
children, the fun part begins and will carry us through the
first half of the term.
Megan Lynch
OSHC Coordinator

TERM 3 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight)
Thursday July 25
SPTG Committee meeting 9.00am
Policy committee meeting 4.00pm
Friday July 26
Yultiwirra Sausage Sizzle
Monday July 29 – Friday August 2
Roundtable Interviews - Wairoa
Tuesday July 30
I&P committee meeting 8.00am @ Yultiwirra
Class Parent Rep meeting 1.30pm @ Wairoa
Executive meeting 6.00pm
Board meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday July 31
‘Snippets with Susan’ – Maths: ‘Division’ 9.10am
‘Respect, Responsibility, Resilience’ presented by Andrew
Lines 4.00pm – 6.00pm
Thursday August 1
WHS meeting 4.00pm
Friday August 2
Fundraising meeting 9.00am
Staff/Board dinner (invitation only)
Thursday August 1
WHS meeting 4.00pm
Tuesday August 6
Sharing Assembly 9.30am
Preschool & Cycle 1 & 3 sharing. All parents welcome!
Thursday August 8
SPTG Committee meeting 9.00am
KEY DATES FOR TERM 3 2019
Monday August 12 – Friday August 16
Science Week
Tuesday August 13
Wairoa Open Day 9.30am
Monday August 19 – Friday August 23
Book Week
Thursday August 15
Parent Get Together – Wairoa Café
Wednesday August 21 – Friday August 23
Wairoa Learning Links Field Trip
Sunday August 25
Yultiwirra Open Day 2.00 – 4.00pm
Thursday August 29
Cycle 3 & 4 Music concert – 6.30pm
Saturday August 31
Quiz Night
Tuesday September 3
Parent Get together @ Yultiwirra. All welcome!
Thursday September 5
Cycle 2 Camp
Friday September 13
Sharing Assembly 9.30am Cycle 2 & 4 sharing
Wednesday September 18
Grandparents Day for Cycle 1 Preschool & Primary
Thursday September 19
Grandparents Day for Cycle 2 & 3

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“And such is our duty toward the child;
to give a ray of light
and to go on our way.”

Maria Montessori

2019 TERM DATES

TERM 3: Tuesday 23rd July - Friday 27th September
TERM 4: Tuesday 15th October – Wed 11th December

2020 TERM DATES

TERM 1: Tuesday 4th February – Thursday 9th April
TERM 2: Tuesday 28th April – Friday 3rd July
TERM 3: Tuesday 21st July - Friday 25th September
TERM 4: Tues 13th October – Wed 9th December
CHESS CLUB

The Hills Montessori School Chess Club meets in the
Common Room every Thursday right after school and is
open to students of all levels. We learn everything from the
very basics to more complex techniques. Chess is a lot of
fun and helps students learn how to think in new ways,
communicate better and make new friends! If you think
chess is for you check out www.chesslife.com.au/register to
learn more!

CONGRATULATIONS!

Rebecca & Che on the arrival of Hawk - a brother for Pepe,
Jet & Sunny.
Cass & Andrew on the arrival of twins Freya & Florence –
sisters for Kai & Arlo.

TERM 3 PARENT GET TOGETHERS
This term we will hold another two parent get togethers.
We hope you can come along and have a cuppa! Please
make a note of the dates and place it in your diary:
Thursday 15th August 9.15am Wairoa Cafe
Tues 3rd September 9.15am Yultiwirra Common Room

COMMUNITY NEWS
Ink Pot Arts are offering several Term 3 Workshops:
•

•
•

Jack & Jill and the Beanstalk Music-Theatre Auditions Sat
27th July, workshops Thursdays 5.30-6.30pm. Audition
Enrolments: quill@inkpot.com.au
Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/BDQTE
Heart Lands Aboriginal Cultural Program Thursdays 3.455.15pm. Enrolments: quill@inkpot.com.au
Children’s Ukulele Workshops Sat 2.30-3.30pm
Enrolments: quill@inkpot.com.au

