
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY  7TH AUGUST 2019 NUMBER 12 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
We are delighted with the results from the recent refurbishment 
of the Preschool front yard and play space.  This recent 
development is ‘Stage 1’ of a two-stage project. 
It has been challenging to not have this play space during the 
development time however it has been worth waiting for!  It was 
wonderful to watch groups of Preschool and Cycle 1 Primary 
students work with the team of workers from ‘Climbing Tree’ 
last week to plant the new trees, shrubs and bushes.  Since 
gaining access this week, it has been a delight to watch the 
children playing in the beautiful stone edged sandpit and in the 
‘Mud Kitchen’ area.  The whole design is very much in keeping 
with the natural beauty of our school. 
I would like to thank the Preschool staff for being patient and 
creative in thinking through alternatives whilst waiting for the 
construction to be completed. 
I would also like to thank Paul Noon, our Business 
Administrator, for all of his work in overseeing the development 
and construction phase, managing the grant requirements and 
liaison with the contractors. 
Thanks to the efforts of our Fundraising Committee and school 
community, we were able to allocate $7,040 of funds which paid 
for the construction of the stone walled sandpit, water course 
and the popular water pump at the top of the sandpit. 
Thanks also to a State Government capital work grant of 
$40,000 which has gone towards the construction of the play 
space.  
Additionally, we have paid $4,830 from the school’s annual 
capital works budget.  Money well spent when you see the 
smiles on our Preschool students’ faces! 
We look forward to Stage 2, when the existing play equipment 
is removed to make way for concentric monkey bars, log 
scrambles and further nature play equipment. 
In the meantime, a Working Bee is scheduled for 10 am - 1 pm 
on Saturday 21 September to install an irrigation system for the 
new plants in the Preschool outdoor learning area.  This will 
include pipes, pop-ups and drippers connected to the mains 
water and an electronic timer.  We would also love to clear and 
lay a small patch of loam and instant lawn in the area just above 
the new hand pump.  If you are able to help, please register your 
interest with the Office by Friday 6 September. 
Cathy France –Principal 

STAFFING NEWS 
Sadly, Sammi Rolt has made the difficult decision to resign 
from her OSHC Coordinator role.  We thank Sammi for the 
years she spent running and improving this service.  Her 
commitment was greatly appreciated along with her love and 
care for the students and families who use this service.  We 
hope that in the future Sammi may return to our school in a 
different capacity or role. 
We are thrilled that Megan Lynch will continue on in the role 
as OSHC Coordinator.  Megan has done a brilliant job over 
the past twelve months and the OSHC service has thrived 
under her leadership.  We are truly fortunate to have such 
dedicated and passionate staff. 



 

 

BOARD COMMUNIQUE 
At the July board meeting, we reviewed the board annual 
survey, ratified the 2018 Compliance certificate and Meg 
Barker presented information on the Role & 
Responsibilities of the Board. 

Jade Crathern –Board President 
 

NAPLAN READINESS TESTING 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for 
students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9.  As of next year we will 
be undertaking these tests online.   
 

In preparation for doing the online tests our Year 
2,4,6 & 8 students will be participating in ‘readiness 
tests’ in Week 5 & 6 this term. 
 

All students are encouraged to participate in these tests, 
as we view student participation as developing a “life skill”. 
If your child is in Years 2,4,6 or 8 please notify the school 
if your child will be absent during the NAPLAN Readiness 
test weeks. (Monday 19th August – Friday 30th August)   
 

All students in these year levels will sit the tests unless an 
exemption or withdrawal has been arranged prior.  If you 
do not wish for your child to sit the tests for 
philosophical or personal reasons, please come to the 
office and sign a withdrawal form by Friday 16th 
August. 
 

QUIZ NIGHT 
Saturday 31st August (Term 3 Wk 6) Yultiwirra Hall 
A flyer will be sent home soon advertising our upcoming 
Quiz Night.  This is always a great fun night out!   
Bring along a bag of coins & join in the fun!  Games & 
Prizes galore! Silent Auction! 
There will be class tables of ten people that you can add 
your name to, or you can make up your own table.  The 
Quiz night is a “child free” event. 
 

QUIZ NIGHT- HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
Do you have any items that might be suitable for our Silent 
Auction & /or our prize pool for the Quiz Night being held 
on 31 August?? We would love to hear from any school 
parents who are able to donate anything to help make 
our Quiz Night successful.  This is one of our big 
fundraisers for the year so we would appreciate any 
donations.  Please let us know in the office. 
 

A “Bottle Bag” is being sent home soon.  We are asking 
school families to donate a bottle of wine to go towards 
the Wine “Lucky Dip” to be held on the night. 

We would greatly appreciate and accept your 
contributions at the office. 

Please return your filled bottle bag by Friday 16th August 
so the Fundraising committee has time to sort out 
donations prior to the evening. 
 

OPEN DAY – WAIROA 
Wairoa Open Day - Tues 13th August Tours 9.30am 
If you are interested in finding out more about the Middle 
School and our Adolescent Program (Yrs 7-10) come 
along on a tour!  Alternatively, if you know families from 
outside the school who might be interested please let them 
know the details.  The Wairoa Open Day is for both current 
school families and the wider community.  Phone or come 
into the office to book into a tour at 9.30am. 

2020 CLASS ALLOCATION 
This term we will begin to look at class structures for next 
year.  This is a very time consuming and complex process 
where a number of factors need to be taken into 
consideration.  We endeavour to balance individual 
student needs with those of the whole school.  Where 
possible we try to achieve gender balance within classes, 
maintain friendship and peer groups, balance academic 
working groups and special needs of individuals and have 
a balance of different age groupings. 
We also need to consider which students will be in the 
school in 2020.  Whilst official notification of withdrawal is 
not required until day one of term four, early notification 
certainly assists with the task of class allocation.  If for 
some reason you are planning on not returning next year, 
it would be appreciated if you could indicate this to the 
office staff.  Likewise, if you know of any likely enrolments 
would you please let us know.   
If you have any information regarding your child that you 
wish to be considered during the class placement process, 
please forward this information in writing to Cathy before 
FRIDAY 30th August. 
 
ANDREW LINES SESSION PARENT REVIEW 
Andrew’s talk on how to support our children to be 
respectful, resilient, responsible and resourceful was 
inspiring. Andrew discussed ways of allowing the growth 
of our children and presenting them with age appropriate 
challenges and responsibilities, which aligns beautifully 
with the independence and child led learning environment 
within the Montessori classroom. One of his main points 
was about rituals, rhythms and the family culture, 
something which can be fostered through simple family 
dinners and bedtime routines to setting clear expectations 
and commitments as a family. This intentional family 
culture provides a predictable routine for little ones while 
also preparing a strong foundation of respect and 
connection as they move into adolescence. Andrew had a 
great way of relating to the audience and provided many 
(often humorous) examples of the differences between 
our childhoods and those of our children. It was 
refreshing to acknowledge these differences and to name 
them, a contrast to the feeling of overwhelm when 
considering the challenges of modern day parenting, such 
as screen time, social media and pornography. 
Andrew also provided a thought provoking commentary of 
our risk adverse culture, highlighting the ways in which it 
has shifted over the years, stating that the fear of risk in 
our society has resulted in a removal of almost all 
decision making and risk taking from our children’s lives. 
This change absolves our children of any responsibility be 
it with their school report, time management or age 
appropriate independent adventures means they have no 
opportunities to grow and develop their sense of self or 
sense of responsibility. 
 

Andrew’s talk reminded me of the work of Alfie Kohn. 
"The way kids learn how to make good decisions is by 
making decisions, not by following directions.”  Alfie 
Kohn.  
 

These sessions are always so inspiring not only for the 
content and learning but for the sense of community and 
togetherness of The Hills Montessori School. 

Robin Ovenden –Cycle 1 Preschool Parent 
  



 

CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL 
The preschool children have 
started the term with an 
introduction to the solar system, 
space travel and the 50th 
anniversary of the first moon 
landing. The children have 
enjoyed looking at visual 
displays and participating in 
hands-on activities to learn 
about the order of the planets 
from the sun, space facts and topic related vocabulary. They 
have also enjoyed practicing our ‘Solar System in Motion’ 
song to learn about the way the sun, moon and earth move 
in correspondence to one another. The students will start to 
understand how ‘seasons’ work on earth which will lead us 
into our topic of weather. 
“The sun is made of gas!” – Kai G 
“Mercury is the closest to the sun!” – Matilda 
 
CYCLE 1 PRIMARY 
This term Cycle 1 students 
are exploring some of the 
components and functions of 
the human body. We will 
learn to label parts of the 
body and talk about how our 
systems work. Our life size 
skeleton sparking lots of 
interest as the children said: 
Jasper - 'It was very 
interesting', Rosalia - 'the 
knee cap is called the 
patella', Mila - 'The bone in 
our head is the cranium', 
Clancy - 'joints help our bones move',  
Jak - 'The rib cage protects our heart'.  
 
CYCLE 2 
This term in Cycle 2 we are 
continuing to investigate 
science and technology, 
turning our focus to digital 
technologies. The class is 
using a programmable floor 
robot called a bee-bot. In small 
groups, the children are 
discovering how to code the 
bee-bot and are learning how 
to design and create their own 
path for the bee-bot to follow! It 
is a great way to introduce 
computational thinking and 
algorithms as well as an 
excellent opportunity for the 
children to work collaboratively 
for a shared purpose.  
“It’s cool to try and figure out 
how to get it where it needs to 
go.” - Lily 
“I like how it can do heaps of 
steps! I’m going to programme 
it to do 40!” - Oliver 
“I like how it’s like coding and 
how you can pretty much get it 
to go wherever you want!” Tyler 

INFANT PROGRAM 
A busy start to term 3 in the Infant 
Program with the children happy to be 
back to revisit activities and to 
discover some new ones. We have 
been making lavender scented play 
dough in the colours of the rainbow 
and adding colour to our area with 
bunting and flowers. Sunny is having 
fun twirling the rainbow ribbon to make 
patterns in the air.  
CYCLE 3 
Cycle 3 enjoyed an excursion to the Stirling 
library to hear a talk from author, Michael 
Gerard Bauer. We were entertained and 
inspired by the stories from his childhood 
and loved hearing about how his ideas for 
characters and plots came about. He gave 
us some fantastic advice for writing stories of our own.  
CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS 

 

As always, the new term has begun with different student 
options for Creative and Physical Expression.  Attila is 
running Netball and Indoor Hockey sessions at the Aldgate 
Courts and Yultiwirra gym, as well as offering Boot Camp 
sessions for Cycle 4 students on Wednesday and Friday 
mornings. 
'Art Series' will give students opportunities to create similar 
subjects in four different art styles. Gabes is also running 
studio sessions on screen printing, with students producing 
 t-shirts featuring their own stencils.  Tim is leading a group 
of students to create pieces of landscape art. 
Finally, the productive garden is in fine form with the recent 
rain and sunshine. We have harvested lettuce, silverbeet, 
spinach and carrots, with our brassicas just coming in and 
starting to look amazing. We have planted a new herb 
garden for easy kitchen access too. 
 

INDONESIAN WITH ELLIS  
‘’HOM PIM PA! and PING SUT are 
two traditional games played by 
nearly all children in Indonesia in the 
era before 1990’’ (Wikipedia).  
In Indonesian class, children play 
HOM PIM PA! and PING SUT as a 
class management tool when they 
need to focus and work in small groups/pair work; or to decide 
who will ‘go first’ without bickering!  It has become such an 
established system that everyone seems happy to accept the 
outcome and get on with their work right away. 
These games are a fun, problem solving activity that unite the 
class while providing an opportunity to practise vocabulary 
and pronunciation at the same time. There is also an element 
of ‘intercultural learning’ as children inevitably compare these 
games and activities with their Western equivalents: Eeny, 
Meeny, Miney, Moe! and Rock Paper Scissors. 
For details how to play HOM PIM PA! and PING SUT please 
check out https://gorettimaria.wordpress.com/tag/indonesian-
traditional-games/. 

https://gorettimaria.wordpress.com/tag/indonesian-traditional-games/
https://gorettimaria.wordpress.com/tag/indonesian-traditional-games/
https://gorettimaria.wordpress.com/tag/indonesian-traditional-games/
https://gorettimaria.wordpress.com/tag/indonesian-traditional-games/


 

TERM 3 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight) 
 

Thursday August 8 
SPTG Committee meeting 9.00am 
Friday August 9 
Tennis Clinic for Cycle 2 students  
Monday August 12 – Friday August 16 
Science Week 
Tuesday August 13 
Wairoa Open Day 9.30am 
Finance meeting 6.00pm 
Wednesday August 14 
Snippets with Susan 9.10am 
Indonesian Partnership meeting 4.00pm 
Student Wellbeing committee meeting 4.00pm 
Thursday August 15 
Wairoa Café 9.15am 
Friday August 16 
Fundraising meeting 9.00am 
Book Week excursion to Stirling Library for Cycle 1 & 2 
students 
Monday August 19 – Friday August 23 
Book Week 
NAPLAN Readiness tests 
Tuesday August 20 
Book Week Dress Up Day for Yultiwirra students 
Executive Meeting 6.00pm 
Board meeting 7.00pm 
Wednesday August 21 – Friday August 23 
Wairoa Learning Links Field Trip 
Thursday August 22 
Policy meeting 4.00am 
Friday August 23 
Tennis Clinic for Cycle 2 students  
 
KEY DATES FOR TERM 3 2019 
Sunday August 25 
Yultiwirra Open Day 2.00 – 4.00pm 
Thursday August 29 
Cycle 3 & 4 Music concert – 6.30pm 
Saturday August 31 
Quiz Night 
Tuesday September 3 
Parent Get together @ Yultiwirra.  All welcome! 
Thursday September 5 
Cycle 2 Camp 
Friday September 13 
Sharing Assembly 9.30am Cycle 2 & 4 sharing 
Wednesday September 18 
Grandparents Day for Cycle 1 Preschool & Primary 
Thursday September 19 
Grandparents Day for Cycle 2 & 3 
Thursday September 26 
Wairoa Cultural Studies Expo 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Tashara and Caemin on the arrival of Orlando - a brother for 
Mikaela.   
 

TERM 3 SNIPPETS WITH SUSAN 
Snippets with Susan will continue this term commencing 
on Wednesday 14th August at 9.10am with a focus on 
‘Advanced Multiplication’.  Book in via SkoolBag. 
 

CYCLE 3 & 4 MUSIC CONCERT 
Thursday 30th August 6.30pm    Yultiwirra Hall 

This concert is for Cycle 3 & 4 students who receive 
individual musical instrument tuition and for those Cycle 3 
students who are part of the Cycle 3 Choir.  Information 
and an e form will be sent out to all Cycle 3 & 4 families via 
the SkoolBag app.   
 

PARENT GET TOGETHER – WAIROA CAFE 
Come along to the Wairoa cafe with great coffee, tea and 
scrumptious cakes and in a warm & inviting atmosphere 
on Thursday 15th August from 9.00am until 10.30am.  
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Child and Adolescent Sleep Clinic Services - The 
Child & Adolescent Sleep Clinic at Flinders University provides 
assessment and treatment for common sleep problems in 
childhood and adolescence (including infants from 6 months of 
age). After obtaining a GP referral, families pay a once-off 
assessment fee of $300 (reduced for health care card holders), 
with no further out-of-pocket costs for subsequent appointments. 
 
Centacare - Circle of Security Parenting has a course for 
families experiencing separation. The course runs over 7 weeks 
starting Thurs 29th August and is being held at Centacare, Level 
2, 45 Wakefield St, Adelaide.  For further information and 
bookings contact Centacare on 8215 6700 or email 
registrations@centacare.org.au 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“We are the sowers ~ our children are those who 
reap.  We labour so that future generations will be 

better & nobler than we are.” 
Maria Montessori 

2019 TERM DATES 
TERM 3: Tuesday 23rd July - Friday 27th September 
TERM 4: Tuesday 15th October – Wed 11th December 

2020 TERM DATES 
TERM 1: Tuesday 4th February – Thursday 9th April 
TERM 2: Tuesday 28th April – Friday 3rd July 
TERM 3: Tuesday 21st July - Friday 25th September 
TERM 4: Tues 13th October – Wed 9th December 
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