
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY  21ST AUGUST 2019 NUMBER 13 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
National Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration 

of science and technology. Whilst Science is a primary 

focus in the Montessori curriculum year-round, Science 

Week gives students the opportunity to acknowledge the 

contributions of Australian scientists to the world of 

knowledge and allows us to further encourage young 

people to be fascinated by the world we live in. 

The theme for Science Week 2019 was Destination 

Moon: more missions, more science. Students have 

researched past missions to the Moon, space programs 

and future missions into space. Space programs involve 

big picture scientific thinking to solve problems. It requires 

technology, engineering and mathematics to design new 

solutions to help forge future paths in the areas of space 

operations, space science, Earth observations, 

positioning systems and communications. It was a 

fascinating week watching young people explore some 

big scientific issues! 

Cathy France –Principal 

IN THE NEWS! 
You may have seen the 
article in The Courier last 
week about our redeveloped 
Preschool yard.   
Thanks to Anthea Hagar, our 
Community Engagement 
Officer for arranging the 
article & photos and 
promoting our school to the 
wider community. 

WORKING BEE 
A Working Bee is scheduled for 10 am - 1 pm on 
Saturday 21 September to install an irrigation 
system for the new plants in the Preschool outdoor 
learning area.  This will include pipes, pop-ups and 
drippers connected to the mains water and an 
electronic timer.  We would also love to clear and lay 
a small patch of loam and instant lawn in the area just 
above the new hand pump.  If you are able to help, 
please register your interest with the Office by Friday 
6 September. 



 

 

NAPLAN READINESS TESTING 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual assessment for 
students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9.  As of next year we will 
be undertaking these tests online.   
 

In preparation for doing the online tests our Year 
2,4,6 & 8 students have been participating in the 
‘readiness tests’ in this week and next week. 
 

Please note that no results will be given from these tests, 
it is purely to test the readiness of our infrastructure and to 
also test the capabilities across Australia when every 
school is online. 
 

QUIZ NIGHT 
Saturday 31st August (Term 3 Wk 6) Yultiwirra Hall 
A flyer has been sent home advertising our upcoming 
Quiz Night.  This is always a great fun night out!   
Bring along a bag of coins & join in the fun!  Games & 
Prizes galore! Silent Auction! 
There will be class tables of ten people that you can add 
your name to, or you can make up your own table.  The 
Quiz Night is a “child free” event. 
 

QUIZ NIGHT- HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
Do you have any items that might be suitable for our Silent 
Auction & /or our prize pool for the Quiz Night being held 
on 31 August?? We would love to hear from any school 
parents who are able to donate anything to help make 
our Quiz Night successful.  This is one of our big 
fundraisers for the year so we would appreciate any 
donations.  Please let us know in the office. 
 

A “Bottle Bag” was recently sent home.  We are asking 
school families to donate a bottle of wine to go towards 
the Wine “Lucky Dip” to be held on the night. 

We would greatly appreciate and accept your 
contributions at the office. 

Please return your filled bottle bag ASAP so the 
Fundraising committee has time to sort out donations 
prior to the evening. 
 

OPEN DAY – YULTIWIRRA 
Open Day at Yultiwirra Campus will be held on SUNDAY 
25th AUGUST from 2-4pm.  Our greatest marketing tool is 
positive affirmation through “word of mouth” by current 
school families.  Please let anyone you know who may be 
interested in visiting our school or enrolling a child, the date 
and time of our Open Day. 
Letters have been sent home to some students inviting 
them to attend for an hour on Sunday to demonstrate 
Montessori materials.  Please return the RSVP slip ASAP 
to your child’s teacher to assist us with our planning for this 
day.   
 
PARENT DISCUSSION GROUP 
Play & Friendships - Friday 6th September 9.15am 
This topic will look at understanding the stages of play & 
development, and how we can support our children to 
build strong relationships at home and school.  
All parents are invited to come along to the parent 
discussion group facilitated by Libby to be held in the 
Yultiwirra common room.  Please RSVP via SkoolBag. 
Come along, join in the conversation and enjoy a cup of 
tea or coffee! 

BOOK WEEK ACTIVITIES 

This week is Book Week and there have been a variety of 
activities organised for our students.  Cycle 1 and 2 
students visited the Stirling Library last week to see a 
SciWorld show and Cycle 3 students visited the Library the 
week before to listen to author Michael Gerard Bauer.  
After lunch on two days this week, staff rotated and read 
their favourite picture book in different classes for 15 
minutes.  The Yultiwirra students dressed up as their 
favourite book character, along with some of the staff!  We 
have also purchased the 2019 shortlisted books from the 
Australian Children’s Book Council and teachers have 
been reading these books and undertaking a variety of 
activities around these titles. It’s all been great fun! 
 

BOOK WEEK INSTALLATIONS 
You would have noticed entering the school this week the 
“Book Week Installations”.  Five different installations have 
been set up around the school depicting scenes or 
characters from a variety of books.  The children need to 
hunt around the school for the installations and try and 
guess which books are being represented.  A BIG thank 
you to Lisa Goodwin (Cycle 1 teacher) with the help of 
parents; Jaci, Janene, Maree, Vanessa, Amanda and 
Alexis for organising and setting up these scenes.  They 
are charming and a magical way to bring books to life and 
celebrate the joy of books and reading!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL 
The Preschool celebrated Science 
Week in week four this term.  The 
children had many opportunities to 
join in with hands on learning 
experiences both inside and 
outside the classroom. Some of 
the experiments we carried out 
included balloon rockets, plasticine 
boats, sandpit volcano, colour 
mixing, tornado in a bottle, 
toothpick stars and surface tension 
on milk and water. Many scientific 
concepts were learnt throughout the week.  
 

“The colours are all moving” – Ruben 
 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY 
To celebrate both Book 
Week and Science Week, 
Cycle 1 visited the Stirling 
Library to see a SciWorld 
show. Sascha from 
SciWorld shared lots of 
information with us about 
space, planets and 
elements like potassium, 
calcium, helium, sodium 
and carbon as well as the 
properties of metals. 
‘I liked when the balloon 
turned small’ Archer 
‘We got to stand up a lot’ 
Bethany 
‘My favourite part was 
when the balloon popped’ 
Oscar C 
‘We got to see the different 
colours of the gas and fire’ 
Kai P 
 
 

CYCLE 2 
Cycle 2 has refreshed its 
understanding of continents 
of the world and different 
landforms.  We have been 
learning about the 
fundamental needs of people 
and relating this to our study 
of Indonesia.  Last week our 
class learnt about various 
types of transport required for 
different purposes as well as 
traditional Indonesian types 
of transport.  Some of our 
visual art activities have 
included binary 
code bead art, 
resistance art using 
crayon and batik 
style art using glue 
and paint. 

INFANT PROGRAM 
Freddie is threading beads to make a 
rainbow necklace which is one of the 
activities we have been doing this 
term using the colours of the rainbow. We 
have also been spreading crackers with 
vegemite to experience the taste of 
salt as part of our focus on the senses.  
 

CYCLE 3 
Recently the recycling component of the sustainability 
group hosted Wendy Sutton from KESAB. Wendy and 
some Cycle 3 students conducted a waste audit around 
our school. The team visited each classroom and 
assessed storage containers and discussed processes. 
They also looked at bins and completed some data 
collection about frequency of emptying waste vessels and 
who does this. KESAB will now complete a report and the 
recycling team will then implement changes based on 
recommendations. 
 

CYCLE 4 & SENIOR STUDENTS 
Cycle 4 students are currently 
exploring their choice of three 
fantastically varied Occupations. 
Working with Machines started 
with the simple, branching out 
into full investigation mode as 
the students pull apart more 
complex machines such as lawn 
mower motors. The Farming 
Fabrics group has inquired into 
where and how materials are 
sourced, experimenting with 
heat and touch and 
hosting the local 
Spinners and 
Weavers to produce 
their own wool 
thread. Preserving 
Food students 
continue to 
experiment as we 
learn the intricacies 
of preserving and 
start to prepare 
goods for our week 
5 camp.  
 

MUSIC WITH MAREE  
During this term, Cycle 1 and Preschool students have 
been introduced to the musical terms referred to as 
dynamics and tempo. Using a variety of drums, including 
African drums, djembes and bongos, the children have 
practised changing the relative dynamics and tempo 
whilst maintaining a steady beat.  



 

TERM 3 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight) 
 

Monday August 19 – Friday August 30 
NAPLAN Readiness Tests – Yrs 2,4,6 & 8 
Wednesday August 21 – Friday August 23 
Wairoa Learning Links Field Trip 
Thursday August 22 
Policy meeting 4.00pm 
Friday August 23 
Tennis Clinic for Cycle 2 students  
Sunday August 25 
Yultiwirra Open Day 2.00 – 4.00pm 
Wednesday August 28 
Snippets with Susan 9.10am 
Thursday August 29 
Cycle 3 & 4 Music concert – 6.30pm 
Saturday August 31 
Quiz Night 
Sunday September 1 
Fathers’ Day 
Tuesday September 3 
Parent Get together @ Yultiwirra.  All welcome! 
Thursday September 5 
Cycle 2 Camp 
WHS Meeting 4.00pm 
Friday September 6 
Parent Discussion Group with Libby 9.15am 
Tuesday September 10 
Marketing Meeting 4pm 
 

KEY DATES FOR TERM 3 2019 
Friday September 13 
Sharing Assembly 9.30am Cycle 2 & 4 sharing 
Wednesday September 18 
Grandparents Day for Cycle 1 Preschool & Primary 
Thursday September 19 
Grandparents Day for Cycle 2 & 3 
Saturday September 21 
Working Bee 10.00am – 1.00pm 
Thursday September 26 
Wairoa Cultural Studies Expo 
Friday September 27 
Term 3 Ends – 2pm finish 
Cycle 3 Musical – ‘Kids at Sea’ 
 

TERM 3 SNIPPETS WITH SUSAN 
Snippets with Susan will continue this term commencing 
on Wednesday 28th August at 9.10am with a focus on 
‘Pathways from Wairoa’.  Book in via SkoolBag. 
 

CYCLE 3 & 4 MUSIC CONCERT 
Thursday 29th August 6.30pm    Yultiwirra Hall 

This concert is for Cycle 3 & 4 students who receive 
individual musical instrument tuition and for those Cycle 3 
students who are part of the Cycle 3 Choir.  Information 
and an e form have been sent out to all Cycle 3 & 4 families 
via the SkoolBag app.   

 

GRANDPARENTS/SPECIAL PERSONS DAY  
This year Grandparents/Special Person Day will be held on: 
• Wed 18th September for Cycle 1 students 

(Preschool & Primary) 
• Thurs 19th Sept for Cycle 2 & 3 & Preschool 

Thurs/Fri groups  
Grandparents & Special People will be asked to 
congregate in the hall at 9.30am. The visit finishes at 
11.30am.  
An invite has been sent home and is available on 
SkoolBag so that all families can arrange for their children 
to post, hand deliver or email this to grandparents &/or 
special people. Grandparents/visitors are requested to 
RSVP to the school to assist us with catering. Student 
performances will entertain our visitors, a morning tea will 
be provided, and they will have an opportunity to spend 
time in their grandchildren’s classrooms. A photographer 
will be present to take photos of guests/grandparents with 
their grandchildren.  
We ask that parents act promptly in 
delivering the invites so that 
grandparents & special people have 
plenty of notice of these days.  
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
Eynesbury Senior College Open Day – 
Wednesday 28th August from 4.30pm.  Eynesbury Senior 
College caters for students in Years 10, 11 and 12 in a 
mature university-like environment. To find out more about 
visit www.esc.edu.au 
 
“Clay Play Day” – A 3 hour workshop led by local potters 
and clay artists at Berawinnia, McLaren Vale.  Arrive at 
1.45pm for a 2pm start till 5pm.  Afternoon tea provided.  
Join us for gloaming drinks by the fire – chai and wine by 
donation to ‘Potters without Borders’.  Cost $50 and 
bookings www.trybooking.com/BETMK 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“To think and to wish is not enough,  

It is action which counts.” 
Maria Montessori 

2019 TERM DATES 
TERM 3: Tuesday 23rd July - Friday 27th September 
TERM 4: Tuesday 15th October – Wed 11th December 

2020 TERM DATES 
TERM 1: Tuesday 4th February – Thursday 9th April 
TERM 2: Tuesday 28th April – Friday 3rd July 
TERM 3: Tuesday 21st July - Friday 25th September 
TERM 4: Tues 13th October – Wed 9th December 

http://www.esc.edu.au/
http://www.esc.edu.au/
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