
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY  30TH OCTOBER 2019 NUMBER 17 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
The inaugural Cultural Festival was held last Thursday and was 

such a wonderful evening exhibiting our students’ work and 

learning in Cultural Studies and also providing an opportunity for 

students to perform and parents to share their cultural talents.  

There was such a “positive buzz” about the place with so many 

things to see and do for both children and parents.  The weather 

was perfect, and the food, refreshments, desserts and children’s 

passport activities all added to the success of the event.  Special 

mention to our students and teaching staff who put much time 

and effort into transforming classrooms with displays and 

installations as well as preparing passport activities for the night.  

Also thank you to the Fundraising Committee for providing 

delicious Mexican burrito bowls and for the many other parents 

and staff who volunteered on the various ‘stalls’ and activities on 

the night.   

Thanks also to parents Caitlin Fry and Sanja Nikolic who shared 

their cultural talents.  Thank you also to the special guests 

Adelindo Angklung and the Indonesian dancers; Dewi & Devi 

from Robot Puteri Dance, who joined us on the evening and 

shared their heritage and culture through dance and music 

throughout the evening. 

We raised a total of $1368 which will be added to the annual 

fundraising efforts. Thank you to everyone who attended our 

Cultural Festival, it was wonderful to see so many families from 

our school community there. Well done to all - it was a fabulous 

event!              Cathy France –Principal 

 



 

 

BOARD COMMUNIQUE 

This month the Business Continuity Plan was presented 
to the board for ratification from the finance committee, 
particular thanks to Paul Noon and Cathy for their work 
on this plan. Susan discussed environmental & strategic 
risks and a number of policy updates were ratified.  

Jade Crathern – Board President 
 

2020 TERM DATES & PUPIL FREE DAYS 

At the last Board meeting the Board endorsed starting the 
2020 school year a week earlier (same week as 
department schools) and having a three-week holiday in 
the middle of the year.  This decision was made to 
accommodate some building work that will be undertaken 
at Wairoa in 2020 easing the burden for both staff and 
students, and the builders.  This is in line with many other 
independent schools.  The 2020 School term dates are 
listed below.   
Please Note:  The 2020 school will start on Wednesday 
29th January as Monday 27th January is a public holiday 
and so the pupil free day will be on Tuesday 28th January. 
Term 3 pupil free day will be held in Week 4 on Friday 
14th August rather than the start of the term. 
Term 1 - Wed 29th Jan - Thurs 9th April  
(Term 1 Pupil free day = Tues 28th Jan) 

Term 2 - Tues 28th April - Fri 26th June  
(Term 2 Pupil free day = Monday 27th April) 

Term 3 - Mon 20th July - Fri 25th September  
(Term 3 Pupil Free Day = Friday 14th August) 
Term 4 - Tues 13th October - Wed 9th December  
(Term 4 Pupil free day = Monday 12th October) 

RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN  

At present our school is at the beginning stages of 
formalising a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). A RAP is 
a declaration of commitment and action to promote 
reconciliation between the wider Australian community 
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. We will 
follow the Narragunnawali online tool to help guide us 
through this process. This is specifically designed for 
centres and schools to develop an action plan. For our 
RAP to be formalised, it will be endorsed by 
Reconciliation Australia and our school will be published 
on their website as a RAP school.  
We are seeking expressions of interest from the 
parent/carer community to be involved in this 
process. This will involve meeting with a working group, 
consisting of student representatives from Cycle 3 and 
Cycle 4, leadership, a staff member from Wairoa and 
Yultiwirra and an Aboriginal person (ideally a Peramangk 
person). Please forward your expressions of interest by 
email to reception@montessori.sa.edu.au .   
In your email please state the reason/s you would like to 
be involved and any ideas you have about reconciliation 
for our school. If you have any helpful contacts in the 
Aboriginal community, this would also be beneficial.  
Unfortunately, we are only seeking one or two parent 
representatives, which will reflect the ratio of the other 
participants (two Cycle 3 students, two Cycle 4 students 
and two teachers) in the working group. The group will 
meet before the end of this year 
and then be involved in several 
meetings next year to finalise our 
RAP. We look forward to your 
input.  
Natalie Costello (RAP coordinator)  

 INDONESIAN WITH ELLIS 

We’re excited to have our ‘Gamelan’ orchestra back this 
term! Gamelan is the traditional musical ensemble of Java 
and Bali, comprising predominantly percussion 
instruments. The most common instruments are 
‘metallophones’ struck by mallets, and hand-drums called 
kendhang which maintain the beat. The word gamelan 
comes from the Javanese word ‘gamel’, which refers to a 
mallet used for striking instruments, or the act of striking 
with a mallet. Indonesian dance, ‘shadow puppet’ 
performances, weddings, ceremonies and other rituals 
are almost always accompanied by a ‘Gamelan’ 
orchestra.  Interestingly, although Java and Bali are 
separated only by a short ferry ride, their ‘Gamelan’ styles 
are poles apart. While the Javanese form is structured 
and refined, Balinese gamelan is much more exuberant 
and unpredictable – often to the point of what Javanese 
may consider musical chaos! 
Throughout the term, students will learn the history of 
‘Gamelan’; recognise particular musical motifs and the 
special functions of the various instruments, such as 
keeping time, maintaining melody and dramatic 
elaboration. They will also explore how ‘Gamelan’ differs 
greatly from Western musical tradition (Gamelan music is 
not notated and originated as an oral tradition, with 
players memorising the score as opposed to using sheet 
music). Students will experiment with the various 
techniques of ‘Gamelan’ instruments and develop 
auditory fluency by instinctively recognising ‘right’ and 
‘wrong’ sounds (as do actual ‘Gamelan’ players). They 
will learn some classical Gamelan compositions, such as 
‘Bendrong’ and ‘Kembang Jeruk’, before creating their 
own rhythms and 
‘riffs’ - not unlike the 
fluid creativity of 
Western Jazz 
music. 
It’s hoped the 
students will amaze 
us when they 
showcase what 
they’ve learned at 
our End of Year Concert! 
 

Parent Self Care - Friday 8th November 9.15am 
As parents, we spend a lot of time & energy thinking 
about how to raise kids who are happy, healthy, strong, 
kind and resilient. But we rarely talk about how to take 
care of ourselves. This session is about sharing ideas 
and resources for taking care of ourselves in the midst of 
the everyday chaos of parenting. 
All parents are invited to come along to the parent 

discussion group facilitated by Libby to be held in the 

Yultiwirra library.  Please RSVP via SkoolBag. 

Come along, join in the conversation and enjoy a cup of 
tea or coffee! 
 

NAPLAN RESULTS  

Parents with children in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 are asked to 
contact their child’s class teacher to make a time to 
discuss the results in conjunction with other school 
records.  

mailto:reception@montessori.sa.edu.au
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_ensemble
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percussion_instrument
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metallophone
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beat_(music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Javanese_language#Registers


 

  
Painting at the easel is always a 
favourite activity for the children in 
Infant Program and this term we 
are back using the primary colours. 
Dorathea has just turned 1 year 
old and is busy doing her first 
painting and enjoying making a 
splash of colour! 
 
 
CYCLE 1 PRESCHOOL 
On the last Wednesday of Term 3 
the preschool children enjoyed a 
lovely excursion to our Middle 
School campus ‘Wairoa’. The 
children each participated in a 
garden tour, led by Middle School 
student Darien. On their tour the 
children visited the chicken coop, 
saw the composting system, saw 
all the different fruits and 
vegetables growing, and had the 
opportunity to plant seedlings. 
The children also enjoyed the 
range of activities on offer 
including art with Tony, Lily and 
Macy Mae; Physical Education 
with Attila; bubbles with Amelia and Hannah; stories with 
Demelza; and exploring the beautiful outdoor 
environment with Michael. We are so grateful that we had 
this opportunity to connect with the broader community. 
“I love being here!” – Tommy 
“Amazing! I love how Darien showed us how to make a 
garden!” - Aurora VS 
“I love this bus!” - Luca 
 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY 
Cycle 1 students have been exploring and making good 
use of our beautiful natural bush area of late. We have 
foraged using our senses, finding different smells and 
textures and listening to wildlife. The children looked for 
vibrant and varying 
shades of colour in 
the bush and used 
this in their 
photography which 
is still on display in 
the classroom. Mila 
said, "I like going 
down bush for 
lessons because 
you can find things 
we haven't seen 
before". Mossy 
suggested, "It's 
peace and quiet", 
and Jak said "I love 
nature, it's so 
beautiful. I learn 
more because I can 
see and touch 
things".

The beginning of the term 
was busy with preparations 
for the Hindu festival of lights 
called Diwali and the children 
made their own diyas to 
decorate. Visitors to our 
room at the Cultrual Festival 
were also invited to make a 
collage of diyas and colour 
rangoli patterns with chalk 
outside our room in order to 
encourage the goddess 
Lakshmi to bring us good 
fortune and prosperity for the 
coming year. 
 

 
CYCLE 3 
This term we are learning about the systems of the 
human body. We have conducted research and 
completed activities to help us understand the systems 
that keep us functioning. Moira Ezra, Noa's mum came in 
to speak to us about her job which involves promoting 
products that help stop bleeding during operations. She 
teaches people in the medical field how to use these 
products.  Moira taught us the stages that our body goes 
through to form blood clots and close up wounds, 
explaining that sometimes people’s bodies can no longer 
do this naturally.  Then she showed us the products that 
help with each stage. It was very interesting and we all 
learnt a lot.  

 
CYCLE 4 
Last Wednesday Wairoa senior students spent time at 
Waite campus of Adelaide University. We had an 
extensive tour learning about some of the infrastructure, 
many of the research directions, and even a few gems of 
hidden history. We then worked in the lab extracting DNA 
from strawberries, learning how CRISPR technology 
works, and taking part in a very surprising blind smell test 
where the genetics of protein production explained the 
connections that our noses were making. 
 
Our trip to Waite campus was very much worth the visit. 
We saw many applications of genetics in the "real world" 
of agriculture, food and wine. It was so easy to absorb the 
information they were giving us and connect it with our 
learning at school — definitely worthwhile!  

Renad Y10  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TERM 4 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight) 
 

Wednesday October 30 & Thursday October 31 

School Photos 

Wednesday October 30 

Indonesian Partnership Meeting 4.00pm 

Student Wellbeing Committee Meeting 4.00pm 

Thursday November 7 

WHS Meeting 4.00pm 

Friday November 8 

Fundraising Committee Meeting 9.00am 

Parent Discussion Group with Libby @ 9.15am 

Monday November 11 

Finance Meeting 6.00pm 

Tuesday November 12 

I & P Committee meeting @ Yultiwirra 8.00am 

Wednesday November 13 – Friday November 15 

Cycle 3 Camp 

Thursday November 14 

Wairoa Café 9.00am  

Monday November 18 - Friday November 22 

Adolescent Program Extended Expedition 

Tuesday November 19 - Thursday November 21 

Adolescent Program Outdoor Education Camp 

Tuesday November 19 

Volunteers Morning tea 9.30am 

Executive Meeting 6.00pm 

Board Meeting 7.00pm 
 

KEY DATES FOR TERM 4 

Friday November 29 

2020 Class Transition 9.30am – 10.30am 

Full day Transition Visit @ Wairoa for Yr 6 students 

Sunday December 1 

Stirling Pageant 

Wednesday December 4 

Year 6 Graduation 

Friday December 6 

Wairoa Exhibition of Work & Learning 

Cycle 4 Graduation 

Monday December 9 

End of Year Concert 

Wednesday December 11 
Term 4 ends –2pm finish 
 

2019-2020 VACATION CARE 

December 2019 – January 2020 
To help with your summer holiday planning you may wish 
to take note of the Vacation Care dates over December 
2019 and January 2020.   
Vacation Care will run from:  
THURS 12th Dec 2019 – FRI 20th Dec 2019 
Vacation Care will close:  
Mon 16st December 2019 – Friday 11th January 2020. 
Vacation Care will reopen: 
Mon 13th January 2020 and run until Tue 28th Jan 2020. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

School Photos have been taken this week.  

You can still order and pay online and the 
instructions were sent out via the Skoolbag 
app.  

 

STIRLING PAGEANT 

We are seeking two or three parents to 
coordinate our Stirling Pageant school float this year.  
The theme has been set as ‘Back to Nature’ and we have 
brainstormed ideas for the children’s ‘costumes’.  We just 
need some interested parents to organise and coordinate 
the team of helpers.  Please come to the office and let us 
know if you would be willing and able to undertake this 
role with a couple of other parents.  You may like to ask 
amongst the parents you know to gather a group to be 
the coordinators. The office staff can provide more details 
of what is involved in this role. The Stirling Pageant is 
being held on Sunday 1st December. 
 

WITH SYMPATHY 

We extend our deepest sympathies to Sascha & Michael 
Ferguson, Jarrah and Ren for the loss of their baby 
daughter & sister; Matisse.  Our thoughts are with them at 
this difficult time.   
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Reconciliation SA, ACTNOW Theatre and Don 
Dunstan Foundation present Generation of Change – 
Community Forum Responding to Racism.   
11 November @ 5.30pm, Flinders University, 
Tarntanyangga, 182 Victoria Square.   
Tickets $10 for light supper.  Bookings essential: 
margaret@reconciliationsa.org.au or phone 8429 2902 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“Our care for the children should be governed  
not by the desire to ‘make them learn things’,  
but by the endeavour always to keep burning 

within them the light which is called intelligence.” 

Maria Montessori 

2019 TERM DATES 
TERM 4: Tuesday 15th October – Wed 11th December 

2020 TERM DATES 
TERM 1: Wednesday 29th January – Thursday 9th April 

TERM 2: Tuesday 28th April – Friday 26th June 

TERM 3: Monday 20th July - Friday 25th September 

TERM 4: Tuesday 13th October – Wed 9th December 

mailto:margaret@reconciliationsa.org.au

