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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
2019 has been a truly positive and fruitful year in our school but is fast
drawing to a close. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of
the staff; both teachers and school assistants, for their enthusiasm
and energy for their work and commitment throughout the year. They
are a wonderful team of people and their contributions, input and care
contribute to making our school the brilliant, unique and vibrant place
that it is. They certainly all deserve a well-earned break!
Thanks also to our Child Care and OSHC workers who work
tirelessly throughout the year and provide a wonderful service and
particularly to OSHC coordinator Megan Lynch and Child Care
coordinator Narelle Kenning. Sincere thanks also to the admin staff;
Susan Harris Evans, Paul Noon, Jodie Searle, Gab Tooth and
Anthea Hagar for all that they have done to ensure things run
smoothly on a day-to-day basis. We farewell Toni Coleman and
Susan Jenner at the end of this term and thank them for the work that
they have done as school assistants at Yultiwirra this year.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our parent community
who have volunteered and helped in some way this year. As a small,
parent/staff managed school we rely heavily on parental assistance
and support and truly value your involvement and contributions
whatever they might be. Parent involvement enhances, either directly
or indirectly, the educational experiences for all of our students and
contributes to maintaining a positive, supportive school community.
Most importantly, thank you to the students who make our work
meaningful, bring light into our lives each day and life into our school.
I wish you all a safe and happy holiday and look forward to seeing
you all in the New Year.
Cathy France –Principal

GRADUATION CELEBRATIONS
Last week we held our Year 6 (Cycle 3) Graduation Ceremony in the hall at Yultiwirra.
Graduates, families, staff and Board members listened to the graduates speak and recall the
memories of their time in Cycles 1, 2 & 3, outlining their achievements and taking the opportunity
to thank those people in their life who have supported them along their journey thus far. After
the formal part of the evening, the graduates and a few staff enjoyed a meal at a local restaurant
to celebrate the end of a great year for these senior students.
Last Friday evening the middle school students held their Exhibition of Work and Learning
followed by the Year 9 (Cycle 4) Graduation. This also was a wonderful event where parents,
staff, families and friends came to view all Wairoa students’ work and achievements and then
celebrate the graduation of Year 9 students completing Cycle 4. It is also an opportunity to
congratulate and farewell Year 10 students who have completed their senior year. Following the
graduation speeches and Exhibition of Learning the Wairoa students and staff had a sit-down
dinner together at Wairoa and then a ‘party’ that the students organised themselves.
These graduation celebrations have become embedded in our school traditions and are a rite of
passage for these students. Thank you to Christine Perry, Natalie Costello & Suzie Saffin
(Cycle 3 teachers) and Pippa Milroy, Tim Moore, Dave Coulter & Lauren Kervers (Wairoa
teaching staff) for all of the wonderful programs you offered these students throughout the year
and the assistance you provided in helping the graduating students prepare for the transition and
next part of their educational journey.

We acknowledge the
following graduating
students.
Cycle 3 – Year 6
Graduates
Rebecca Abrahams
Daisy Barton
James Bedson
Ethan Cope
Jesse Ellbourn
Alicia Falvo
Sophie Griffiths
Carl Kaethner
Thomas Rayner
Frances Rooney
Jack Schuddebeurs
Neila Turner
Zara Young
Cycle 4 – Year 9
Graduates
Kai Derry
Dexter Kenny
Taran Sanderson
Ruby Sierp
Jamie Smigielski
Senior Year – Year 10
Students
Renad Alhajji
Jacob Buringa
Jackson Lockyer
Demelza Metha
Corey Stewart

2020 FAMILY WELCOME - WHOLE SCHOOL

STIRLING CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

At the beginning of every year we hold a Family Welcome
and invite all families from all Cycles (Infant Program, Preschool, Primary & Middle School) to come along to meet
and chat with other families, both new and existing and with
the staff. This night takes the form of drinks and nibbles –
BYO drinks and glasses - nibbles are provided.
Next year the Family Welcome will be held
at the end of Week 1,
Friday 31st January 2020 from 6.00 – 7.30pm.
This has always been a terrific social function and a good
way to start the year. Please put the date in your diary we hope you can come along and join in!

The Stirling Christmas pageant was held last weekend
after being postponed due to weather. We had a good
number of students and parents participate. Our sincere
thanks go to the team of enthusiastic parent helpers for
their creativity and efforts in pulling together the float and
costumes. They expertly designed and helped to create
the wonderfully creative float for the ‘Back to Nature theme.
Congratulations to everyone involved! This is such a
wonderful school occasion and also a great opportunity to
engage with the wider community. Our “school entry” was
once again visually stunning, and our participation displays
a strong sense of community, whilst increasing the profile
of the school to the wider community. Thanks to all of the
parents and staff who assisted in some way and supported
this event. And thank you to the children for their
enthusiastic participation!

CHANGES FOR 2020
All families were emailed the 2020 Fee Payment Options
form in the last school holidays. Please fill out and return
to the school office as soon as practical, only if there are
any changes for the 2020 school year. If we don’t hear
from you, we will assume there are no changes to your
fee payment arrangements.

CLASS PARENT REPS
Thank you to the 2019 class parent reps for undertaking
their role this year and giving their time to the many facets
of the role. They have assisted in building community spirit
and a positive, supportive school environment.

COMMUNITY PRODUCE SWAP
Thanks to Janene Thompson who has again done a
great job of organising the Community Produce Swap
every Monday morning this year.

MUSIC WITH BONNIE
In Term 4, the Preschool and Cycle 1 children have been
exploring tempo, pitch, and dynamics through singing,
moving, and playing percussion instruments to various
songs. They have particularly enjoyed songs from
different cultures, with the Torres Strait Islander song
‘Inanay’ and West African song ‘Funga Alafia’ being
favourites for many students. In Cycle 2 and 3, the
students have been working on composition. The Cycle 2
students have worked on creating 4 beat rhythm patterns
using body percussion and instruments and Cycle 3
students have created soundtracks for the short,
dialogue-free films they have produced. This has
culminated in a special movie screening for Cycle 3,
enabling them to celebrate their hard work with their
peers.

CYCLE 1
PRESCHOOL
Developing literacy skills
forms a significant part
of our preschool
program. As children
typically get closer to
school age their
capabilities develop and
expand.
Students use the
Moveable Alphabet to
encode short phonetic
words, listening for the sounds and determining the
corresponding letter. Over time, children develop
confidence and independence with these early reading
and writing activities. Bentley was very pleased with his
efforts.

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY
Correa class has enjoyed
getting creative with lots of
different mediums this term.
We have been sewing with
cotton and felt and learning
blanket stitch and finger
stitch.
‘I can finger stitch now’
Xavier.
‘I’m good at sewing’ Kai R.
Getting festive and glittery
during Christmas craft.
‘I love Christmas craft’
Bethany.
‘Making reindeer biscuits with my mum was the best’
Lachlan.
And noticing details and colour when creating a still life
painting.
‘You can use a clay modelling tool in the paint to make
the petals long and thin’ Mason.
‘There are lots of little petals’ Freya.

CYCLE 2
This term our class has continued small group science
investigations in both physics and chemistry. We have
begun Christmas crafts and as part of our overall topic,
‘Festivals and Celebrations’, the students have
researched what Christmas looks like in other countries.
We are grateful to Rom (Joe’s mum), who worked with
both adults and students in the class, demonstrating how
to make our own beeswax wraps. In week 7, both Cycle
2 classes attended the Stirling Library to perform three
choir songs in front of parents and the local community.

INFANT PROGRAM
We did a cooking activity in
Infant Program and the children
really enjoyed making their own
pancake choosing a sweet or
savoury topping and most of all
eating them. Chloe is mixing up
her own pancake ready for
cooking.

CYCLE 3
On Wednesday evening the 4th
December, we held our Cycle 3
Graduation Ceremony for those
students graduating from primary school. As always it
was a special evening. The graduating students spoke
about their time at primary school, sharing special
memories and thanking those people that have supported
their growth and learning. As well as being a time to
celebrate this milestone with the graduates it was also a
time to acknowledge the wonderful community we have
here at The Hills Montessori School.

CYCLE 4
Cycle 4 students proudly
displayed their hard work from
the year at our annual
Exhibition of Work and
Learning. They talked
about their learning with pride
and poise to the visiting
parents and friends. Ten
students graduated from Year
9 and 10, with each giving
personal and moving
speeches about their time at
The Hills Montessori School.
We feel proud to be sending
such mature and confident
students into the next stage of
their education journey.
Graduates are moving on to a
wide variety of schools
including Concordia College,
The Australian Maths and
Science School, Eynesbury College, University Senior
College, Cornerstone College and Cabra Dominican
College. We wish them all the best and are looking forward
to seeing them when they come back to visit next year!
While we are farewelling a number of wonderful families of
graduating students, we would like to particularly
acknowledge the Smigielski family, whose 16 years at the
school comes to an end with Jamie's graduation this year.

KEY DATES FOR TERM 1 2020
Tuesday January 28
Pupil Free Day
Wednesday January 29
Term 1 begins
Thursday January 30
Wairoa (Cycle 4) Big Day Out
Friday January 31
Family Welcome @ Yultiwirra 6pm – 7.30pm. All
Welcome!
Wednesday February 5– Friday February 7
Adolescent Orientation Camp
Wednesday February 12
Wairoa Welcome & Information Evening – 6pm
Thursday February 13
National Apology Day
Yultiwirra Information Evening
Thursday February 27
Wairoa Café 9.15am
Week 5
Interview Week at Wairoa
Week 8
Interview Week at Yultiwirra
Thursday April 2
Festival of Arts at Yultiwirra
Thursday April 9
Community Breakfast at Yultiwirra

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“Everyone has a special tendency, a special
vocation, modest, perhaps, but certainly useful.”

Maria Montessori

2020 TERM DATES
TERM 1: Wednesday 29th January – Thursday 9th April
TERM 2: Tuesday 28th April – Friday 26th June
TERM 3: Monday 20th July - Friday 25th September
TERM 4: Tuesday 13th October – Wed 9th December
2019-2020 VACATION CARE
December 2019 – January 2020
To help with your summer holiday planning you may wish
to take note of the Vacation Care dates over December
2019 and January 2020.
Vacation Care will run from:
THURS 12th Dec 2019 – FRI 20th Dec 2019
Vacation Care will close:
Mon 23rd December 2019 – Friday 10th January 2020.
Vacation Care will reopen:
Mon 13th January 2020 and run until Tue 28th Jan 2020.

2020 TERM DATES & PUPIL FREE DAYS
The School Board has endorsed starting the 2020 school
year a week earlier (same week as department schools)
and having a three-week holiday in the middle of the year.
This decision was made to accommodate some building
work that will be undertaken at Wairoa in 2020 easing the
burden for both staff and students, and the builders. This
is in line with many other independent schools.
Please Note: The 2020 school will start on Wednesday
29th January as Monday 27th January is a public holiday
and so the pupil free day will be on Tuesday 28th January.
Term 3 pupil free day will be held in Week 4 on Friday
th

14 August rather than the start of the term.
Term 1 - Wed 29th Jan - Thurs 9th April
(Term 1 Pupil free day = Tues 28th Jan)

Term 2 - Tues 28th April - Fri 26th June
(Term 2 Pupil free day = Monday 27th April)

Term 3 - Mon 20th July - Fri 25th September
(Term 3 Pupil Free Day = Friday 14th August)

Term 4 - Tues 13th October - Wed 9th December
(Term 4 Pupil free day = Monday 12th October)

Colombo Angus – Purebred, grass fed, organic meat
from the Adelaide Hills. Vacuum packed 500g-1kg packs.
Special cuts arranged on request. Free delivery within the
Adelaide Hills area. For further information contact
colombo.wines@gmail.com or Baptist Sieber 0424 488 601
or Carolyn Irwin 0404 417 455.
LinkSA School Holiday Special – Dec 14th 2019 to Jan 27th
2020 receive 1 free child bus ticket (4-15 years) with every
bus ticket purchased. Available on all LinkSA Bus Route
Services in the Adelaide Hills, Murray Bridge, Barossa and
Victor Harbor regions. Just mention this special to the Driver.
Grasshopper Soccer – Soccer fun for girls and boys aged
2-12 years returns in February 2020. Enrol by Sunday 22nd
December for a chance to win a Nintendo Switch. Phone
0480 129 125 or grasshoppersoccer.com.au
Little Athletics SA Holiday Clinic - Tuesday 14th &
Wednesday 15th January, SA Athletics Stadium, Mile End. A
clinic for 5-17 year olds to learn and improve their athletics
skills/techniques. Registrations close Monday 6th January.
Phone 08 8352 8133 or littleathleticssa.com.au/holidayclinics

