
 

 

 

  

RECONCILIATION WEEK 

National Reconciliation Week is celebrated across 
Australia each year between 27 May and 3 June. The 
dates commemorate two significant milestones in the 
reconciliation journey—the anniversaries of the successful 
1967 referendum and the High Court Mabo decision.  
The week is a time for all Australians to learn about our 
shared histories, cultures and achievements and to 
explore how each of us can join the national reconciliation 
effort.  This year’s theme is “In this together”. 
Our students are participating in a variety of activities 
through Reconciliation Week to acknowledge the 
reconciliation journey towards a more just, reconciled and 
equitable nation. 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
In the past fortnight we have held staff meetings where we have 
reflected upon our remote learning program and discussed together 
what we learnt from remote learning, how it enhanced our teaching and 
learning program and what might we continue to do that we 
implemented during this time. 
 

They have been rich and robust discussions and it has been extremely 
worthwhile to take that time to reflect and contemplate. 
 

We learnt that we had to be really organised, stay focused and be very 
clear with key messages due to the time restrictions on Zoom sessions.  
Online learning helped many students’ focus with less distractions at 
home and higher productivity was experienced in many cases, however, 
participation levels in class discussions was somewhat restrained and 
there is no doubt that discussion and shared experiences are more 
powerful when students are in the same place.  
 

Staff found it great to have the remote learning website as a central 
portal and many staff had a steep learning curve regarding technology 
needing to learn very quickly to use the website, filming, editing and 
uploading videos and work onto padlets and the website in conjunction 
with using Zoom as the platform for lessons.  Many staff now feel “Zoom 
weary” and felt that remote learning was exhausting in different ways 
than usual and subsequently are delighted to be back to face to face 
teaching.   
 

The process of remote learning forced greater attention to planning and 
structuring courses and lessons, and careful thought had to be directed 
to assessing students’ learning as observation was less of an option.  It 
made staff feel highly conscious of their delivery of lessons.  
 

Staff feel that some aspects of the website can still be used along with 
Google classroom.  Enabling students to watch videos of lessons or 
stories can also be a great support for students who might need to revisit 
concepts or be better prepared for their group lessons.  Use of 
technology could also be used to extend certain students and be 
motivational for students who have difficulty or are less adept at written 
tasks. 
 

Staff spoke very positively about the level of collaboration that occurred 
amongst their colleagues during the remote learning period.  This does 
happen already however it was ‘ramped up by several notches’ and 
acknowledgement was made that one’s teaching becomes richer when 
the opportunity is there to collaborate. 
Staff were pleased with the level of connection that most students made 
however there was resounding recognition that it is so much more 
rewarding in every way to be face to face with students.  It was 
determined that remote learning was a grand adventure – but we are 
glad it was a finite one!                                        Cathy France –Principal 

LET’S CELEBRATE  

THINKING  

OUTSIDE THE SQUARE! 

Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we 
are currently unable to hold school Open 
Days.  Subsequently our Marketing 
committee has “thought outside the square”, 
problem solved and determined an 
alternative way to show prospective parents 
around our school.   
We have recently filmed a short video where 
two of our Preschool students have toured 
the Preschool showing their ‘Top Ten’ things 
that they love about the Preschool. 
The video will be launched this week and can 
be accessed on our Facebook site, website 
and we can also email the link to prospective 
families. 
We know that this is not as good as a face to 
face tour, however it is the next best thing 
and what better way to advertise our 
Preschool than to get our children to talk 
about it and show what they love! 
Prospective families can then arrange a 
Zoom meeting with our Principal Cathy to ask 
questions. 
We are currently working on a similar video 
for our Middle School. 
Our current situation and the new world that 
we live in, is forcing us to ‘think outside the 
square’, and that is not a bad thing! 



 

 

BOARD COMMUNIQUE 

The Board met online for the May Board meeting again via 
Zoom.  Chairpersons of Board committees presented their 
operational plans outlining the work that they want to 
achieve this year.  We also reviewed the operational risks 
section of the school’s Risk Management Plan and 
discussed the AGM.            Jade Crathern – Board President 
 

THREE WAY COLLABORATIVE INTERVIEWS 

Due to the disruption of COVID-19, our three-way parent 
/ teacher / child conferences which are normally offered 
in Term 2 will now be offered in Weeks 3 & 4 of Term 3 at 
Yultiwirra.  Wairoa will continue to offer their roundtable 
conferences in Week 2 of Term 3.  This will provide 
Yultiwirra teaching staff with some extra time to assess 
student learning.  An email will be sent out to all families 
closer to the time to make an on-line booking.   
 

AGM RESULTS 

Thank you to those parents and staff who attended our 
first ever online Annual General Meeting. Congratulations 
to the following school members who were elected onto 
the Board to represent the school community:  

Jade Crathern, Ivano Cavuoto, Iain Whitson,  
Meg Barker, Nicki Stewart 

We also inducted Paul Daly (parent & past Board 
President) with a Life Membership for the significant 
contribution and service he has given to the school over 
many years. 
 

IMMUNISATIONS 
From 7 August 2020 changes to the South Australian 
Public Health Act 2011 will prohibit early childhood 
services from enrolling a child in that service if 
all immunisation requirements are not met. In addition, 
those children already enrolled in the service who do not 
meet all immunisation requirements must be also 
excluded.  This legislation affects all of our current 
Preschool families and prospective families looking to 
enroll in our Preschool. 
Preschool families have been sent a letter and fact sheet 
about this change in legislation.  All Preschool parents 
are legally required to provide approved 
immunisation records and the school is legally 
required to ask for, and keep, copies of these 
records.  We ask that all Preschool families provide 
their child’s immunisation records BEFORE the end 
of this term. 

PARENT DISCUSSION GROUP 

Helping our kids deal with global issues 
Friday 12th June 9.30am 

As we all now know, sometimes global issues become big 
issues for our kids. Topics like pandemics, bushfires and 
climate change can be hard for our kids to navigate, and 
they can feel overwhelmed and frightened when these 
issues are on the TV, in the newspaper and being 
discussed all around them.  This session is about how to 
talk to your kids about these big issues, & ways to help 
them manage anxiety and worry. 
All parents are invited to come along to this session 
facilitated by Libby to be held online via Zoom.  Zoom 
details will be sent out via Skoolbag. Please RSVP via 
Skoolbag.  Come along, join in the online conversation! 

TAX DEDUCTABLE DONATIONS 

It is nearly the end of the Financial Year so you could take 
advantage of a Tax Deduction through making a donation 
to our school building fund.  Many families already donate 
and have nominated to do this when paying their tuition 
fees.  Your donations can make a very real difference for 
our students and we are extremely grateful for the 
donations we receive each year from families.   

You can support through donations to the  
School Building Fund. 

This fund is used to help cover the costs of new buildings, 
renovation & improvements to existing structures but you 
only have until the 30th June for a tax deduction for 
this financial year.  
 

CULTURAL CONNECTION 

Are any adults looking for their next book?  Now that 
public libraries are starting to re-open you might want to 
consider ‘Dark Emu’ by Bruce Pascoe.  'Dark Emu' is an 
excellent read that challenges the ‘hunter-gatherer’ 
narrative that has historically been associated with pre-
colonial Indigenous Australians. 
 

SNIPPETS WITH SUSAN **NEW TIME** 
Come and join Susan on alternate Tuesdays online this 
term, exploring a range of topics relating to learning in our 
school and ways to support your child/ren at home.  The 
sessions are 20 minute 'bite sized snippets' of information 
and informal discussions for parents.  "Snippet sessions" 
are held fortnightly currently on Zoom at the later time 
of 9.30am - 9.50am (so parents can drop off and get 
home to be in front of their computer!) 
 

Snippet Session: Tuesday 9th June The Great Stories 
Come along and find out about the Great Stories that are 
a significant aspect of the Montessori Cultural Curriculum. 
 

If this topic takes your interest, please RSVP via the 
eForm on Skoolbag. 
 

MUSIC WITH BONNIE 

This term, the Cycle 1 
preschool and primary 
children have been 
learning new songs that 
include body percussion 
and dance 
movements.  They have 
followed this by 
incorporating 
instruments and focusing 
on developing their listening skills and self-discipline to 
ensure they are playing (and not playing) at the 
appropriate times.  This can be very challenging but they 
have been doing a fantastic job at developing these 
skills.  Cycle 2 students have undertaken a design 
challenge and each individual has invented a unique 
instrument using recycled materials. During this 
challenge, they have considered how sound is produced 
and which instrument family their creation would belong 
to. Cycle 3 students have been studying advertising 
jingles and analysing the musical and lyrical elements 
that make them so catchy. This week, they will begin 
brainstorming lyrics for their own jingle compositions.  

 



 

CYCLE 1 
PRESCHOOL 

The preschool students 
are currently investigating 
the cultural curriculum 
area of Botany.  
After exploring concepts of 
'living & non living' and 
'plants & animals', we 
have begun investigating 
plants by starting with the 
role of roots.  Here the 
students are looking at the 
fine roots of a strawberry 
plant under a microscope.  They were trying to identify 
the parts of the root such as the root system, root hairs 
and root cap.  Using the microscope involved quite a bit 
of coordination!  
 

CYCLE 1 PRIMARY 

Cycle one has begun a study 
on the artist Georgia 
O’Keeffe. Last week we 
shared lots of interesting 
photos and facts about 
Georgia O’Keeffe and had a 
go painting flowers really big 
just like Geogria.  
‘She painted deserts’ Iris 
‘She turned her car into an 
art studio’ Bede 
‘Georgia is a good painter 
and artist’ Cooper 
‘She liked painting big flowers’ Kai 
‘She paints how she feels’ George 
‘When you take a flower in your hand and really look at it, 
it’s your world for the moment. I want to give that world to 
someone else.’ Georgia O’Keeffe. 
 
 
 

 

INFANT PROGRAM 

The children have returned to 
the classroom with lots of 
energy and enthusiasm and 
have been very busy revisiting 
activities and discovering some 
new ones. Walter is practicing 
his scissor skills using visual 
and fine motor skills, 
concentration and dexterity.  

 

CYCLE 3 

It is fabulous to have our class 
community working together 
again.  We have embraced the 
opportunity to do some ‘hands 
on’ learning in the form of 
STEM. Last week, we looked at 
two elements of physics – air 
resistance and gravity.  The 
class watched a clip that 
explains the function of a 
parachute.  Free falling is gravity 
dominant and then when the 
parachute activates, the air 
resistance counteracts the force 
of gravity.  They then watched 
some skydiving footage and then 
designed their own 
parachutes.  The task was to 
make the parachute take the 
slowest time to fall to the 
ground.  They used a variety of 
materials and changed their 
design after evaluating its 
performance.  

  CYCLE 2 

What a busy time we have had upon returning from 
our remote learning endeavour! The time away has 
reminded us how much we appreciate each other’s 
company and how much we value ‘kindness’ as a 
virtue. Inspired by Sam and Rosi’s class, our ‘secret 
observer’, Daniella, spent the day quietly observing 
acts of kindness. At the end of the day, she shared all 
of the lovely things she had noticed, such as Ollie M. 
asking a friend if they were okay after they fell in P.E., 
Hazel and Mason offering to help clean up a mess 
that they did not make, and many others. The rest of 
us also took the opportunity to share the many kind 
acts that we had noticed and said thank you to each 
other for being good friends. It was a fantastic way to 
celebrate the small but important things that happen 
every day and often go unnoticed.  
  
On Friday, the students were very engaged in 
weaving. We used pop-sticks, wool, and a ‘God’s Eye’ 
weaving pattern to make turtles, butterflies, and other 
designs.  Some of the creations were quite complex, 
and the students demonstrated their fine-motor skills, 
creativity, and persistence as they started, re-started, 
problem-solved, and developed new formations.   

CYCLE 4 

An important feature of our remote 
learning program at Wairoa has 
been the expansion of our 
electives. These have included 
Stop Motion Animation, Truth 
Battles, Sewing Rag Dolls, Food 
for the Family, Web Design, 
Reflective Drawing, Juggling, 
Ultimate Origami, Creative 
Gardening, Bahasa Chat, 
Mindfulness, Just Dance and 
Couch Choir. Couch Choir involved 
students learning, performing and 
recording different vocal parts at 
home that we compiled into a 
‘virtual choir’ at school. The result 
has been beautiful renditions of I 
Shall Be Released, You Are Not 
Alone and Lean On Me. Returning 
to face-to-face learning has been 
another opportunity for students to 
be adaptable and resilient and we 
have spent time this week 
reflecting on the opportunities and 
challenges we faced over the past 
few months.  



 

TERM 2 DIARY DATES (for the coming fortnight) 

Thursday May 28 

WHS Meeting 4.00pm 

Policy meeting 4.00pm 

Friday June 5 

Fundraising Meeting 9.15am – Zoom meeting 

Monday June 8 

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday June 9 

I & PC Meeting 8.00am – Zoom meeting 

Snippets with Susan 9.30am – Zoom meeting 

Finance Meeting 6.00pm – Zoom meeting 

Thursday June 11 

SPTG Meeting 9.15am – Zoom meeting 

Parent Rep Meeting 2.30pm - – Zoom meeting 

Cycle 1 & 2 Music Concert - CANCELLED 

Friday June 12 

Parent Discussion Group with Libby 9.30am – Zoom 
meeting 

FUTURE KEY DATES 

Friday June 26 

Term 2 Ends 

Monday July 20 

Term 3 Begins 

Monday July 27 – Friday July 31 

Roundtable Interviews - Wairoa 

Monday August 3– Friday August 14 

Collaborative Interviews - Yultiwirra 
 

HEALTHY LUNCHBOX HINTS 

Child Friendly Hummus  
In a food processor place... 
 

1 can of chickpeas, drain and 
wash 
1/4 cup of water 
3 tablespoons of olive oil 
1 tablespoon of tahini 
1 clove of garlic 
1 tablespoon squeeze of 
lemon juice 
a pinch of salt 
(I like a pinch of cumin too) 
 

Whizz until smooth, add a little extra water if needed to 
get that silky look and texture. 
Serve in lunchboxes with fresh veggie sticks, savoury 
crackers or on corn thins. 
 

Photo credit @myfussyeater 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 TERM DATES 
TERM 2: Monday 27th April – Friday 26th June 

TERM 3: Monday 20th July - Friday 25th September 

TERM 4: Tuesday 13th October – Wed 9th December 

“Education is a natural process carried out by the 
child and is not acquired by listening to words  

but by experiences in the environment.” 
Maria Montessori 

Reconciliation Week 

CULTURAL CONNECTION ZONE 

The Cultural Understanding (staff) committee now has a 
regular spot in the Newsletter highlighting cultural events 
& information. 
 

Are any adults looking for a good book?  ‘Dark Emu’ by 
Bruce Pascoe is an excellent read that challenges the 
‘hunter-gatherer’ narrative that has historically been 
associated with pre-colonial Indigenous Australians. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Hayley & Dylan on the arrival 
of Oakley - a brother for Luca 
& Stella.   


